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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an ordinary meeting of the Public Art Subcommittee will be held on: 
 
Date:  
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Thursday 6 August 2015 
11.00am 
Kauri Room 
Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 
 

Richard Briggs 
Chief Executive 

 

Public Art Subcommittee 
OPEN AGENDA 

 

Membership   

Chairperson 
Members 

To Be Confirmed 
Her Worship the Mayor J Hardaker 
Cr G Chesterman 
Cr A O’Leary 
Cr P Yeung  

Quorum: A majority of members (including vacancies) 

Meeting Frequency: When required 

 
  

 Brendan Stringer 
Committee Advisor 

  
3 August 2015 

Telephone:  07 838 6439 
Brendan.Stringer@hcc.govt.nz 

www.hamilton.govt.nz
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Terms of Reference: 
 

1. To make decisions on public art projects in accordance with the Public Art Plan and Public Art 
Development Process. 

2. To receive information from, and provide advice to, the Public Art Panel and staff. 
3. To make decisions on allocation of the Public Art Support Fund. 

 
Special Notes: 
 
 The Subcommittee may request expert advice through the Public Art Panel or Chief Executive 

when necessary. 
 
Power to act: 
 
 Make decisions in accordance with the Public Art Development Process. 
 Approve funding from the Public Art Support Fund. 
 Approve all other matters in accordance with the terms of reference of this Subcommittee. 

 
Power to recommend: 
 
 The Subcommittee may make recommendations to the Strategy & Policy Committee. 
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Committee: Public Art Subcommittee Date: 06 August 2015 

Report Name: Appointment of Chairperson Author: Brendan Stringer 
 

Status Open  
 

 

Background 
The Subcommittee was established by the Strategy and Policy Committee at its meeting on 7 July 
2015, and its Terms of Reference were adopted by Council at its meeting on 30 July 2015. 

Clause 25 in Schedule 7 of the Local Government Act 2002 contemplates a committee determining by 
resolution that a member be appointed as Chairperson by using one of the following systems of 
voting: 

• Multiple voting rounds (excluding the member with the fewest votes in each round); or 

• Single round of voting (where the member with the most votes is appointed).  This approach is 
recommended given the number of members in the Subcommittee. 

Recommendation 
a) That the report be received; and 

b) That the Subcommittee appoint [name of member to be inserted] as the Chairperson of the 
Public Art Subcommittee, in accordance with clause 25, Schedule 7 of the Local Government 
Act 2002. 

 
 

1. Attachments 
2. There are no attachments for this report. 

council report 
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2 Apologies  
   

3 Confirmation of Agenda 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 
 

4 Declaration of Interest 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 
a conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other 
external interest they might have.  
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Committee: Public Art Subcommittee Date: 06 August 2015 

Report Name: Warhorse Public Artwork Author: Nick Johnston 
 

Report Status Open  

Strategy, Policy or Plan context Arts Agenda, Public Art Plan and Development Guide 

Financial status There is no budget allocated  

Assessment of significance 

Having regard to the decision making provisions in the 
LGA 2002 and Councils Significance Policy, a decision in 
accordance with the recommendations is not 
considered to have a high degree of significance 

1. Purpose of the Report 
2. The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the Warhorse Charitable Trust’s artwork 

proposal for Hamilton Gardens at Stage One of the Public Art Development Process. 

3. Executive Summary 
4. Council has received a proposal for a public art project from the Warhorse Charitable Trust to 

commission a warhorse memorial sculpture in Hamilton Gardens. 

5. The project has strong strategic alignment to the objectives of the Hamilton Plan, the River 
Plan, and the Public Art Plan and Development Guide. 

6. Staff and the Public Art Panel support the project at Stage One of the Public Art Development 
Process. 

7. Approval at Stage One will allow the Warhorse Charitable Trust to select an artist and develop 
a concept for the artwork. 

 

8. Recommendations from Management 
a) That the report be received. 

b) That the Subcommittee approve the Warhorse Charitable Trust’s proposal at Stage One of 
the Public Art Development Process. 

 

9. Attachments 
10. Attachment 1 - Warhorse project artist brief 

11. Attachment 2 - Warhorse project proposed location 

12. Attachment 3 - Warhorse project - Public Art Panel statement  

council report 
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13. Background 
14. Staff assisted a project steering group between 2013 and 2014 to develop a Warhorse artwork 

in Hamilton. The steering group approached Mesh Sculpture Trust to consider the project. Due 
to the size and national significance of the project, Mesh recommended that a new trust be 
established. 

15. The Warhorse Charitable Trust was established in 2015 to lead the development and 
fundraising for the project. 

16. The founding trustees are Paula Savage, Kate Darrow, Nancy Caiger, David Lloyd, Jesse Savage 
and Gillian Spry. The Trust plans to operate in a similar model to Mesh Sculpture Trust, having 
an expert curatorial panel that reports to the trust board on artistic matters. 

17. Proposal 
18. The Warhorse Charitable Trust’s proposal is to commission a warhorse memorial sculpture in 

Hamilton Gardens to commemorate the thousands of horses that died during the First World 
War. 

19. The proposal is outlined in an artist brief (Attachment 1). 

20. The proposed location for the artwork is the Governors’ Lawn in Hamilton Gardens 
(Attachment 2). 

21. Staff support the proposed location in Hamilton Gardens. The Governors’ Lawn is a non-
themed section of Hamilton Gardens and the proposal is compatible with the Hamilton 
Gardens Management Plan. 

22. Strategic Alignment 
23. The Warhorse project has strong strategic alignment to the Hamilton Plan, the River Plan, and 

the Public Art Plan and Development Guide. 

24. The project is aligned with three of the Hamilton Plan priorities: 

• Celebrated for our arts and culture; 

• Strongly connected to the river; 

• Best garden in the world. 

25. Arts and culture is a theme in the River Plan. The project meets many of the strategic 
objectives listed in the River Plan, including: 

• Tell our stories through public artworks; 

• Promote river side spaces and facilities for celebration of arts and culture. 

26. ‘Enhance the experience of the river path with sculpture’ is listed as a River Plan project for 
Hamilton Gardens. 

27. Council adopted the Public Art Plan and Development Guide in May 2015, which outlines 
Council’s vision for public art in the city. 

28. The Warhorse project responds strongly to the following outcomes of the Plan:  

• Our artworks challenge, surprise, entertain and inspire; 

• Our artworks are relevant to Hamilton’s history and tell our stories. 

29. Artworks that enhance the unique Waikato River experience are listed as a priority. 
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30. The adjacent path and cycleway is the Hamilton section of Te Awa River Ride. The project 
aligns with Te Awa River Ride Trust’s aspirations for public art along the cycleway. 

31. Public Art Panel Feedback 
32. The Public Art Panel supports the Warhorse project at Stage One of Council’s Public Art 

Development Process. Their recommendation and rationale is summarised in Attachment 3. 

33. Public Art Development Process 
34. Council has a three-stage Public Art Development Process. The Warhorse project has met the 

requirements of Stage One and requires approval of the Public Art Sub-Committee to progress. 

35. Approval at Stage One will allow the Warhorse Charitable Trust to select an artist and develop 
a concept as outlined in the artist brief. Approval at Stage One will also enable the Trust to 
apply for funding from sources that require land-owner approval. 

 

Signatory 
Authoriser Lance Vervoort, General Manager Community  
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