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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an ordinary Meeting of the Council will be held on: 
 

Date: 
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Tuesday 12 December 2017 
9.30am 

Council Chamber 
Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 
 

Richard Briggs
Chief Executive

 

Council 
OPEN AGENDA 

 

Membership   

Chairperson 
Deputy Chairperson 
Members 

Mayor A King 
Deputy Mayor M Gallagher 
Cr M Bunting 
Cr J R Casson 
Cr S Henry 
Cr D Macpherson 
Cr G Mallett 
Cr A O’Leary 
Cr R Pascoe 
Cr P Southgate 
Cr G Taylor 
Cr L Tooman 
Vacancy 

Quorum:  A majority of members (including vacancies) 

Meeting Frequency:  Monthly – or as required 

 
  

Lee‐Ann Jordan 
Governance Manager 

 
6 December 2017 

 
Telephone:  07 838 6439 

Lee‐Ann.Jordan@hcc.govt.nz 
www.hamilton.govt.nz
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Purpose 

The Council is responsible for: 

1. Providing leadership to, and advocacy on behalf of, the people of Hamilton. 

2. Ensuring that all functions and powers required of a local authority under legislation, and all decisions 

required  by  legislation  to  be  made  by  local  authority  resolution,  are  carried  out  effectively  and 

efficiently, either by the Council or through delegation. 

 

Terms of Reference 

1. To exercise those powers and responsibilities which cannot legally be delegated by Council: 

a) The power to make a rate. 

b) The power to make a bylaw. 

c) The power to borrow money, or purchase or dispose of assets, other than in accordance with the 

Long Term Plan. 

d) The power to adopt a Long Term Plan or Annual Plan, or Annual Report. 

e) The power to appoint a Chief Executive. 

f) The power to adopt policies required to be adopted and consulted on under the Local Government 

Act 2002  in association with  the Long Term Plan, or developed  for  the purpose of  the Council’s 

governance statement, including the 30‐Year Infrastructure Strategy. 

g) The power to adopt a remuneration and employment policy. 

h) The power to approve or change the District Plan, or any part of that Plan, in accordance with the 

Resource Management Act 1991. 

i) The power to approve or amend the Council’s Standing Orders. 

j) The power to approve or amend the Code of Conduct for Elected Members. 

k) The power to appoint and discharge members of committees. 

l) The power to establish a joint committee with another local authority or other public body.  

m) The power to make the final decision on a recommendation from the Parliamentary Ombudsman, 

where it is proposed that Council not accept the recommendation.  

n) The power to amend or replace the delegations in Council’s Delegations to Positions Policy. 

 

2. To exercise the following powers and responsibilities of Council, which the Council chooses to retain: 

a) Resolutions required to be made by a local authority under the Local Electoral Act 2001, including 

the appointment of an electoral officer and reviewing representation arrangements. 

b) Approval of any changes to Council’s vision, and oversight of that vision by providing direction on 

strategic priorities and receiving regular reports on its overall achievement. 

c) Approval of any changes to city boundaries under the Resource Management Act. 

d) Adoption  of  governance  level  strategies,  plans  and  policies which  advance  Council’s  vision  and 

strategic goals. 

e) Approval of the Triennial Agreement. 
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f) Approval of the local governance statement required under the Local Government Act 2002. 

g) Approval of a proposal to the Remuneration Authority for the remuneration of Elected Members. 

h) Approval of any changes to the nature and delegations of the Committees. 

 

Oversight of Policies: 

 Corporate Hospitality and Entertainment Policy 

 Delegations to Positions Policy 

 Elected Members Support Policy 

 Significance and Engagement Policy 
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ITEM  TABLE OF CONTENTS  PAGE 

1  Apologies  5    

2  Confirmation of Agenda  5  

3  Declarations of Interest  5  

4  Public Forum  5   

5  Waters Study (Water, Wastewater and Stormwater ‐ Sub‐regional 
Collaboration) ‐ Deliberations and Decision post hearings to form a Shared 
Waters Management Company  6 

6  Outcome of Consultation and Recommendation for Future Use ‐ Founders 
Theatre  110  

7  Resolution to Exclude the Public  315     
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1  Apologies  
   

2  Confirmation of Agenda 
The Council to confirm the agenda. 
 

3  Declaration of Interest 
Members are  reminded of  the need  to be vigilant  to  stand aside  from decision making when a 
conflict arises between  their  role as an elected  representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  

 

4  Public Forum 
As per Hamilton City Council’s Standing Orders, a period of up to 30 minutes has been set aside for 
a public forum.  Each speaker during the public forum section of this meeting may speak for three 
minutes or longer at the discretion of the Mayor. 
 
Please note that the public forum  is to be confined to those  items falling within the terms of the 
reference of this meeting. 
 
Speakers will be put on a Public Forum speaking list on a first come first served basis in the Council 
Chamber prior to the start of the Meeting.  A member of the Governance Team will be available to 
co‐ordinate this.  As many speakers as possible will be heard within the allocated time. 
 
If  you  have  any  questions  regarding  Public  Forum  please  contact  Governance  by  telephoning         
07 838 6439.  
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Item
 5

Committee:  Council  Date:  12 December 2017 

Author:  Blair Bowcott  Authoriser: Blair Bowcott 

Position:  Executive Director Special 

Projects 

Position: Executive Director Special 
Projects 

Report Name:  Waters Study (Water, Wastewater and Stormwater ‐ Sub‐regional 

Collaboration) ‐ Deliberations and Decision post hearings to form a Shared 
Waters Management Company 

Report Status  Open  

Purpose  

1. To inform the Council of the results of the joint public consultation with Waipa District Council
on the proposal to form a Shared Waters Management Company (SWMC).

2. To seek a recommendation to establish a Shared Waters Management Company.

3. To seek to delegate to the Waters Governance Group responsibility to progress the
establishment of the Shared Waters Management Company.

Staff Recommendation 

4. That the Council:

a) approves to proceed to establish a Shared Waters Management Company

b) delegates to the members of  its Waters Governance Group responsibility to develop
and  agree  with  Waipa  District  Council  representatives,  by  30  June  2018,  the  final
detail   of   the   establishment   of   the   Shared   Waters   Management   Company   for
approval by the Councils, including:

i. the adoption of the constitution, statement of intent, letter of expectation,
shareholders agreement, and shareholders forum

ii. the  transition  process  and  establishment  plan  (including  project
management, oversight and governance)

iii. the costs of transition and establishment

iv. the cost sharing framework.

c) directs  the  Waters  Governance  Group  to  engage  as  appropriate  with  the
Government and the Local Government Commission.

d) directs the Waters Governance Group to regularly report its progress.
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It
em

 5

e) allocates  a  total  joint  budget  of  $450,000  for  the  period  1  January  2018  to 
30 June 2018 to support  the  development of the  final detail of the Shared  Waters 
Management  Company   (noting  that   this  will  be   split  equally  between  the  two 
Councils and may be refunded from future company operations).

f) approves  the  expenditure  of  up  to  $275,000  in  2017/2018  to  progress  the  Shared 
Waters   Management   Company   establishment   project,   noting   that   this   cost   is 
unbudgeted   and   that   this   resolution   supersedes   that   of   21   September   2017 
allocating $200,000 for the project.

For the reasons that: 

 The  Shared Waters Management  Company  offers  substantial  financial  benefits  to

both Councils over the medium to long‐term compared with the status quo. 

 The proposed Shared Waters Management Company will provide  regional benefits

through  collaboration  and  working  together.  The  proposed  Shared  Waters 

Management  Company  is  scalable  and  has  lower  barriers  to  entry  for  other  local 

authorities  than an asset owning CCO. This means  that  the door  is open  for other 

Councils to subsequently  join and benefit from the scale and specialisation that the 

Shared Waters Management Company will achieve. 

 The  proposed  Shared  Waters  Management  Company  offers  considerable  non‐

financial benefits to both Councils. In particular, it will improve the resilience of both 

Councils  and  provide  an  effective  way  of  ensuring  that  both  Councils  have  the 

specialised and expert staff that are required to meet the needs of our communities 

both now and in the future. 

 The  proposed  Shared Waters Management  Company will  provide  a  sound way  of

positioning and supporting both Councils to respond to the challenges that they face, 

including  the delivery of significant capital works programmes,  responding  to  rapid 

population  growth,  and  the  stronger  regulatory  requirements  that  are  expected 

following the Havelock North inquiry. 

 The  proposed  Shared Waters Management  Company  provides  significant  benefits

without being exposed  to  the considerable  risks associated with  the  transition  to a 

full asset owning CCO. 

 Establishing a Shared Waters Management Company best meets  the obligations of

the  local  authorities  under  s10  of  the  LGA02  because  it  balances  the  democratic 

decision‐making (within each Council) with the cost‐effective delivery of good quality 

infrastructure. 

 The  views  expressed  through  the  consultation  process  did  not  raise  issues  or

concerns  that were  considered  sufficient  to  negate  the  benefits  that  the  Councils 

identified. 
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Item
 5

Executive Summary 

5. The  report  from Peter Winder,  Independent Chair of  the Waters Governance Group Hearing
Panel  is  attached  (Attachment  1) which, with  the  appendices  in  Attachment  2,    covers  all
matters  relating  to  the  public  consultation  and  subsequent  deliberations  and
recommendations concerning the formation of a Shared Waters Management Company.

Financial Considerations 

6. In the 2017/2018 financial year Council has spent approximately $50,000 on the Waters Study
project taking us through to the decisions contained within this report.

7. If  Council  resolves  to  establish  a  Shared  Waters  Management  Company,  then  staff  have
estimated  that  the  budget  required  to  progress  the  various  work  streams  outlined  in  the
resolution from January 2018 through to 30 June 2018 will be approximately $450,000.

8. It is proposed that this cost be shared 50/50 between Hamilton City Council and Waipa District
Council with Hamilton’s share being $225,000.  In total, this means that Council will incur costs
of  up  to  $275,000  on  the Waters  Study  project  in  the  2017/2018  financial  year  (being  the
$50,000 already incurred and the projected $225,000).

9. Council  has  already  resolved  on  21  September  2017:  “The  Chief  Executive  to  engage  in
additional resources in 2017/18 to progress the Waters Study collaboration project at a cost of
up to $200,000, noting that this cost is unbudgeted.”

10. This report seeks an additional $75,000 of funding noting that this cost is unbudgeted.

 Attachments 

Attachment 1 ‐ Report of Peter Winder, Independent Chair of Waters Governance Group Hearing 
Panel ‐ Consultation on forming a Shared Waters Management Company 

Attachment 2 ‐ Appendices ‐ Consultation on forming a Shared Waters Management Company. 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 9 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 10 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 1 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 11 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 12 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 1 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 13 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 14 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 1 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 15 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 16 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 1 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 17 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 18 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 1 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 19 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 20 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 1 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 21 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 22 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 1 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 23 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
1 

It
em

 5
 

 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 24 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 25 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 





 

 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 28 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 29 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 30 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 31 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 32 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 33 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 34 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 35 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 36 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 37 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 38 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 39 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 40 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 41 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 42 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 43 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 44 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 45 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 46 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 47 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 48 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 49 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 50 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 51 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 52 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 53 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 54 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 55 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 56 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 57 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 58 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 59 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 60 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 61 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 62 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 63 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 64 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 65 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 66 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 67 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 68 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 69 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 70 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 71 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 72 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 73 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 74 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 75 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 76 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 77 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 78 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 79 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 80 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 81 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 82 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 83 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 84 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 85 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 86 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 87 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 88 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 89 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 90 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 91 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 92 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 93 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 94 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 95 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 96 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 97 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 98 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 99 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 100 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 101 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 102 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 103 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 104 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 105 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 106 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 107 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 108 of 315 

A
ttach

m
en

t 2 
Item

 5

 
   



 

Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 109 of 315 

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t 
2 

It
em

 5
 



Council Agenda 12 December 2017‐ OPEN  Page 110 of 315 

Item
 6

Committee:  Council  Date:  12 December 2017 

Author:  Sean Murray  Authoriser: Sean Murray 

Position:  General Manager Venues, 

Tourism and Major Events 

Position: General Manager Venues, 

Tourism and Major Events 

Report Name:  Outcome of Consultation and Recommendation for Future Use ‐ Founders 

Theatre 

Report Status  Open  

Purpose  

1. To inform the Council on the results of the public consultation on what to do with Founders
Theatre

2. To seek approval of a recommendation on the future of the asset.

Staff Recommendation  

3. That the Council:

a) receives the report and the findings of the public consultation;

b) notes the findings of public engagement;

c) approves staff to facilitate a discussion with the creative sector to provide an opportunity
for the creative sector to put forward a Business Case and Financial Proposal to the Council
for the creation of a creative community hub at Founders Theatre by the 30 March 2018;

d) authorises the Chief Executive to dispose of and demolish the remaining Founders Theatre
buildings and return the land it occupies to green space at an estimated cost of $802,100, if
no Business Case and Financial Proposal for a creative community hub is approved by the
Council by 30 June 2018; and

e) authorises the Chief Executive to choose the best time for the demolition of Founders
Theatre in consideration of the concept planning for the new Waikato Regional Theatre
currently underway.

Background 

3. Founders Theatre is a significant city asset on the fringe of the Central Business District. The
theatre was closed in March 2016 due to concerns about the safety of the flying system used
to hoist scenery and lighting above its stage.
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5.  A subsequent Detailed Seismic Assessment also revealed the building has a New Build 
Standard rating of just 15 percent; a building is deemed to be earthquake prone if it is less than 
34 per cent. In June 2016, we asked the community what we should do with Founders Theatre. 
There was overwhelming support for a performing arts theatre in Hamilton. 

6.  At the same time, Momentum Waikato approached Council with a proposal on the design, 
development and construction of a new theatre for the city and region – the Waikato Regional 
Theatre. Council has agreed to help fun work on the proposal and has agreed – in principle – to 
commit $30 million towards this project.  

7.  Should the Waikato Regional Theatre go ahead at the Victoria Street location, Council needs to 
decide what to do with Founders Theatre. At the meeting on 21 September 2017, Council 
resolved to approve three options as the basis for public consultation, approved the 
consultation plan and requested management reported back to Council in December with the 
findings and a recommended approach for the future of Founders Theatre. A copy of this 
report is linked here.  

8.  A public consultation process took place between 25 October and 26 November 2017. A copy 
of the consultation form is attached as attachment 1.  

9.  In total 336 responses were received. Council were originally advised the cost of the 
engagement would be close to $27,000 however the final cost of the exercise has come in at 
less than $10,000. 

Consultation Feedback Summary 

10.  Three potential options that were consulted on: 

Option 1: Complete Demolition 

 Demolish the entire building and return the site to greenspace. Estimated cost $802,100. 
 

Option 2: Partial Demolition and Re‐use 

 Demolish the foyer, auditorium and stage house, but retain the existing dressing room 
building for re‐use. Integrate the building with surrounding park. Estimated cost 
$1,197,718. 

 
Option 3: Reinstate for Community Use 

 Undertake earthquake strengthening and compliance upgrades and cut down the height 
of the stage house with the balance of the building to be retained in its current state. 
Estimated cost $5.7m to $12m. 

11.  Of the 336 survey responses received, 148 responses provided additional comment and advice 
to council. See attachment 2 for a summary of all responses and additional feedback supplied.  

12.  The engagement was conducted via paper forms (available from Libraries, Pools and Creative 
Waikato) and by an online survey which asked the respondent to pick their preferred option.  
The survey was promoted through social media and online. 
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13.  A tally of the consultation feedback against each of the three options presented are 
summarised on the following table:  

Preferred Option   Number  % 

Option 1: Demolish the building completely and make the site an 
open space for the community. Est. cost $802,100 

90  27% 

Option 2: Partially demolish and repurpose for other uses – re‐use the 
west dressing room block for community use Est. cost $1,178,000 

68  20% 

Option 3: Reinstate it for community use as a “town hall” type venue  

Est. cost $5.7m to $12m 

146  43% 

Did not select an option   32  10% 

14.  For those that selected Option 3, respondents were asked a second question about how they 
thought the cost should be funded.  The options were: 

o Community group/ organisation using the space to pay for it 

o Ratepayers to pay more rates to fund 

o Other (comment) 

15.  The response to this second question was as follows:  

 Themes   Number  % 

Community group/ organisation using the space to pay for it  38  26% 

Ratepayers to pay more rates to fund  14  10% 

Other  32  22% 

Multiple funding options selected  

o Both community group/ organisation and other (16) 

o Both ratepayers and other (5) 

o Both community groups/ organisations and ratepayers (16) 

o All three funding options selected (11)  

48  33% 

No option selected  14  10% 

Total number of respondents that selected Option 3  146 

16.  To summarise, 26% thought the community group/organisation should solely fund the cost to 
reinstate and 10% thought the ratepayers should solely pay the cost to reinstate. The balance 
thought the cost should be shared or alternative sources of funding found. 
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17.  Information on the respondents: 

 66% (222) respondents live in their own home in Hamilton, 20% (67) rent a home in 
Hamilton, 1% live outside Hamilton but own a home in Hamilton, 8% (28) live outside 
Hamilton and do not own a home in Hamilton, and 5% did not answer. 

 41% (139) respondents live in a family with dependant situation, 34% (114) live in a 
family without dependants, 16% (55) live alone, 4% (15) live with others and 5% did 
not answer. 

 5%(18) of the respondents are 16‐24, 19% (64) are 25‐35, 26% (89) are 36‐50, 19% (63) 
51‐64, 26% (89) 65+ and 5% did not answer 

 Of the 28 respondents who live outside Hamilton, 25% selected Option 1, 29% selected 
Option 2, 46% selected Option 3.  If these are removed from the results the overall 
response percentage to each option does not vary. 

 
Total responses 

Excluding those who 
do not own or rent a 
house in Hamilton 

Option  Number  %  Number  % 

Option 1: Demolish the building completely and 
make the site an open space for the 
community. Est. cost $802,100 

90  27%  83  27% 

Option 2: Partially demolish and repurpose for 
other uses – re‐use the west dressing room 
block for community use Est. cost $1,178,000 

68  20%  60  20% 

Option 3: Reinstate it for community use as a 
“town hall” type venue. Est. cost $5.7m to 
$12m 

146  43%  133  43% 

Did not select an option  32  10%  32  10% 

18.  Of the 336 responses, 66 were received in paper copy.  There was no required field for the 
respondents’ name as no hearings were to be held. 

19.  In addition to the feedback on the preferred options above, the following views were also 
received:  

Themes  
Number of 
submissions 

Build the new Waikato Regional Theatre on the old Founders Theatre site   15 

Don’t replace Founders Theatre at all    25 

Business Proposal Expressions of Interest – Considerations  

20.  The consultation process also invited expressions of interest from organisations or groups 
interested in taking over the operation and/or ownership of Founders Theatre.  

21.  Those interested to do so were asked to provide an outline of their business plan and how they 
see their proposal being funded and operated.  
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22.  In total eight business proposal expressions of interest were received and are attached to this 
paper as attachment 3.  

23.  Most of the proposals have provided an indication of interest from within the creative sector. 
Hence, it would be appropriate for staff to facilitate a conversation amongst the creative 
sector to determine if a creative community hub could be established. This would provide an 
opportunity for existing creative organisations to find a permanent home within the city and 
provide opportunities for new‐start organisations. A main organisation would need take the 
lead and develop a full Business Case and Financial Proposal for the re‐instatement of a 
community hub for the creative sector.   

24.  Council’s Community Group have provided comments on each of the expressions of interest 
received regarding any current or potential occupation of HCC community spaces and their 
understanding of the group’s current home.  

25.  Council is reminded that it gifted The Meteor Theatre to a Community Trust in February 2014 
and Clarence Street Theatre to another Community Trust in July 2015 based on their proposals 
to create performance arts hubs for the community. Both Community Trusts received some 
form of operational and capital funding as part of the deed of gift. Council also currently funds 
25% of the operational costs of the Gallagher Performing Arts Academy at University of 
Waikato.  

26.  It is recommended that staff facilitate the discussion amongst the creative sector noting that 
Council would require the Business Case and Financial Proposal to be submitted to Council by 
the 30 March 2018 for consideration with a final decision made by Council by 30 June 2018.  

Waikato Regional Theatre ‐ Considerations 

27.  As reported to Council on 21 September 2017, Momentum Waikato is progressing with the 
Phase Two detailed design of the Waikato Regional Theatre. A copy of the report is linked here.   

28.  It is proposed that this work will be completed by 23 February 2018 and reported back to 
council in March 2018.  Management will provide a brief project update to Council at its 
meeting on 14 December 2017. 

29.  While the Momentum Waikato proposal for a new Waikato Regional Theatre continues to 
proceed, the funding proposed by Council will not be certain until the 2018‐2028 10‐Year Plan 
is adopted in June 2018 and all further funding required has been secured by Momentum 
Waikato.  

30.  This paper recommends Council proceed with the full demolition of Founders Theatre, in the 
event no Business Case and Financial Proposal for alternate community use is approved by 
Council by 30 June 2018, as by this date the funding decision relating to Waikato Regional 
Theatre will have been made by Council.  

31.  If no alternative use proposal is approved by Council by 30 June 2018, it is recommended the 
Chief Executive choose the best time for the demolition of Founders Theatre in consideration 
of the concept planning for the new Waikato Regional Theatre currently underway. 

Significant and Engagement Policy  

32.  Staff consider the recommendations to have a high level of significance due to the high public 
interest in the future of the Founders Theatre.   

33.  However, no further public consultation is required as two consultations have already been 
undertaken regarding Founders Theatre. 
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Attachments 

Attachment 1 ‐ "What to do with Founders?" Consultation form 

Attachment 2 – Summary of Consultation responses. 

Attachment 3 ‐ Business Proposals Expressions of Interest ‐ Summary and full proposals proposals. 
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What to do with Founders -  Responses Received

Community group/ 

organisation using 

the space to pay for 

it?

Ratepayers to 

pay more rates 

to fund?  

Other? -

Yes/No

2
✓

Forest Lake Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

3
✓

Waipa Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

9
✓

Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

10
✓

Yes No Yes As its a regional asset (i.e. lot of non Hamilton city rate payers use it. Any decision should be tied into adjoining district 

councils to partly fund it (can use a rating based approach to allocate percentage, or the Regional council should fund 

it out of their rates. 

We have all seen how much of a burden Claudelands is to the city & the same thing will happen again. 

Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

36-50

11
✓

Yes No Enderley Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

14
✓

Waikato Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

19
✓

Fitzroy Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

20
✓

Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

21
✓

Hillcrest Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

22
✓

demolish the building and use the space to build a high rise car parking building It would be great when rugby is on at 

the stadium 

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

28
✓

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

36
✓

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

37
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

40
✓

Western Heights Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

41
✓

Yes Chartwell Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

44
✓

Yes No Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

45
✓

Yes No Frankton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

36-50

48
✓

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation
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What to do with Founders -  Responses Received

Community group/ 

organisation using 

the space to pay for 

it?

Ratepayers to 

pay more rates 

to fund?  

Other? -

Yes/No
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

49
✓

Dinsdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

50
✓

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

51
✓

Chartwell Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

52
✓

Yes No Claudelands Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

53
✓

Yes No Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

57
✓

Silverdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

59
✓

In the open space, I'd put a destination playground with a cover so it's still usable in the rain,and with parking. That 

would get me and my kids into town, at the moment we go to the base or other platforms. Or keep it as green space 

and put a destination playground somewhere else in town.

Fairview Downs Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

63
✓

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

65
✓

Nawton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

67
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

68
✓

Bader Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

70
✓

Yes No No Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

72
✓

Rototuna Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

73
✓

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

78
✓

Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

79
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

82
✓

No Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

84
✓

Maeroa Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

90
✓

Waikato Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

98
✓

Riverlea Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

100
✓

Hillcrest Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

101
✓

Chartwell Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

104
✓

I did not choose option 3 but since this is the only space which you have given for a written response a) Please design 

your surveys better and b) Demolish founders and replace it with 3 storey apartments with a shared greenspace and 

playground and offer them for sale to first home buys on lower incomes. Also a skatepark

Dinsdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

105
✓

Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

110
✓

Hamilton Lake Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

113
✓

Frankton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

114
✓

Cambridge, Waipa Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

117
✓

Yes No No Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

119
✓

Yes No Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

120
✓

Yes No Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

123
✓

Yes No No Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

124
✓

Yes The theatre need to go full stop. Its an eye sore  and money drain, its ridiculous to keep anything there, make it either 

a green space/park with a statue of sorts (Queen Elizabeth) or a sports venue.

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

137
✓

Good afternoon,

Demolish and greenspace it. Above all, we need to build a purpose-built Concert Hall with excellent acoustics which 

can also be functional for local ballet schools' end of year concerts and Royal NZ Ballet shows and high end artists [who 

have to currently not come here to Hamilton].  Not having regard to the acoustics above all else is a no brainer. 

Preferably build on current site which has been perfect for parking. Why can this not be done? However, rebuild is the 

way to go. We built the stadium, we can do this too.   If no other way, then rebuild in the city but this is creating 

problems [safety and parking and building it in a confined space]. Where Founders is now, there is space, space to 

park, space to design a future-proof beautiful building. Thank you for this opportunity to comment. T F Miller

Harrowfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

138
✓

Harrowfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

144
✓

Additional information uploaded.  See Appendix 1. Yes Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

154
✓

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

167
✓

Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

191
✓

Yes No Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

197
✓

Fairview Downs Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

202
✓

Matamata Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

205
✓

Yes Yes Use Claudelands as a venue because it is more multi -purpose.  Would prefer 1 complex used day/night constantly 

than multiple buildings used occasionally.  Claudelands also has better access roading & PARKING.  

Sell existing Founders land to help fund Claudelands.

Waipa Live outside Hamilton but own 

property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

207
✓

Yes Rukuhia Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

210
✓

Yes Yes See Appendix 1. Yes Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

211
✓

Yes No Chartwell Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

16-24

222
✓

Yes Yes Make a new theatre in the Victoria st  proposed site Pukete Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

225
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

226
✓

Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

227
✓

228
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

234
✓

Hamilton Central Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

235
✓

build apartments and sell it to make money to fund yourself. Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

25-35

236
✓

The building has been left to go past it 'used by' date. There is little to be gained by retaing the building and offering to 

Not For Profits will create a liability for the NFP sector who do not such  funds for development.

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

241
✓

See Appendix 1. Yes Rototuna North Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

242
✓

Tamahere Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

243
✓

Yes No Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

244
✓

No No Yes stop paying for prisoners to have luxuries like basketball courts, all they need is three meals a day and a roof over 

there heads, there in there for a reason.

Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

16-24

258
✓

Maeroa Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

268
✓

The building should be demolished and a new theatre built on the same site.

a cheaper option of refurbishing the existing theatre, the most popular option in the previous survey, should also be 

considered. 

Any thought of repurposing the existing building for other than a theatre is fantasyland.

come down to earth and live within our means. 

If the existing theatre had been properly looked after and modernised as an on-going project then we would not be 

having this discussion.

Enderley Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

271
✓

Demolish the existing building, But build a the new theatre on this site. Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

279
✓

Demolish and Reuse the size for the new theatre.

Option 1: Demolish the current theatre and then rebuild the new theatre on the same site with multi storey 

underground parking.

Resize the theatre to 3000 capacity to allow for population growth.

Using a Victoria St site is trouble waiting to happen.

Frankton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

282
✓

Bader Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

283
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

16-24

284
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

286
✓

Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

287
✓

Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

295
✓

Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

296
✓

Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 16-24

297
✓

No No I would rather that it was either turned into a playground, or sold to pay off city debt. Frankton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

304
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

317
✓

Use the performing arts Centre at Waikato University or Claudelands Event Centre at Claudelands. St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

323
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

334
✓

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

1
✓

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

4
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

6
✓

Yes No Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

8
✓

Melville Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 25-35

12
✓

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

15
✓

Frankton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

24
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

27
✓

Deanwell Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

30
✓

Yes Yes No Newstead Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

33
✓

Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

35
✓

Forest Lake Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

39
✓

Dinsdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

25-35

42
✓

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

46
✓

Horsham Downs Live outside Hamilton but own 

property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

55
✓

Western Heights Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

56
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

60
✓

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

62
✓

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

16-24

66
✓

Glenview Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

69
✓

Yes No Huntington Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

71
✓

Rototuna North Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

74
✓

Yes No Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

76
✓

No Yes The city needs more affordable community group/ hub space. The cost of partial demolish is not much more and what 

an awesome outcome.

Skate park beside a community hub integrated into the park with events and youth activities would be great use of the 

space.

Cambridge Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

77
✓

Yes Waipa Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

81
✓

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

88
✓

Beerescourt Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

93
✓

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

94
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

102
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

106
✓

My preference is Option 2, PROVIDED THAT the replacement theatre is an architectural icon and not a cheap box built 

to a price.  The original Founders building is a classic of its time, and the new one should demonstrate the same 

commitment to taste and quality, aiming to be just as classic in 30 years time.

If the new theatre is to be built primarily to a budget rather than a proper design aesthetic, I would prefer the old 

theatre to be retained and refurbished.

Chartwell Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

Hamilton City Council public consultation 25/10/17 - 26/11/17



What to do with Founders -  Responses Received

Community group/ 

organisation using 

the space to pay for 

it?

Ratepayers to 

pay more rates 

to fund?  

Other? -

Yes/No

#

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 -

D
e

m
o

lis
h

 c
o

m
p

le
te

ly
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 -
P

ar
ti

al
 d

e
m

o
lis

h
 &

 

re
fu

rb
is

h

O
p

ti
o

n
 3

 -
 r

e
in

st
at

e
 a

s 
"t

o
w

n
 

h
al

l"

If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

107
✓

Waikato Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

115
✓

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

126
✓

Horsham Downs Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

36-50

128
✓

Waipa Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

136
✓

Grandview Heights Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

139
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

157
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

177
✓

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

179
✓

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

201
✓

Rototuna North Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

203
✓

Peacockes Tamahere Live outside Hamilton but own 

property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

204
✓

Dinsdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

208
✓

Yes Yes Yes Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

16-24

213
✓

Yes I think that sponsorship of what could be an iconic venue in Hamilton is realistic. I think that re-purposing this space is 

the way to go personally. A performing arts and cultural centre? This way you would charge for use of the space and 

hopefully this would go towards the cost of partial demolition (or complete replacement?)

Fairfield Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

215
✓

Hamilton East Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

16-24
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

218
✓

Ngahinapouri Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Living alone. 16-24

221
✓

Hamilton East Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

16-24

230
✓

Tamahere Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

231
✓

Yes If we already have a new theater building under construction (and let's face it, at the more popular end of town), we 

probably don't need two - but the space should be used for something to attract people to the area, and preferably 

have a community focus no matter what happens.

Frankton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

233
✓

Deanwell Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

245
✓

Flagstaff Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

25-35

246
✓

Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

249
✓

The building has a historical significance. should not be demolished completely. 

That spend should not go over budget  though than what is specified. 

With the council already committing to a new theatre for 30 million, there should not be further 12 million spend on  

refurbishment  causing an oversupply  for the size of Hamilton  population.

Riverlea Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

250
✓

Hamilton East Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 25-35

254
✓

Yes Waikato Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

16-24

255
✓

Pukete Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

260
✓

Flagstaff Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

262
✓

Riverlea Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

263
✓

Silverdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

265
✓

No No Yes Option 1 - I believe that the partial demolition of the Founders Theater should be converted into a multi-storey car 

park. The theater is in a prime location as it is in close proximity to both the stadiums and the CBD. Since there has 

always been a shortage of parking in the CBD, this parking premises will be utilized by the public on a daily basis.  As 

this location is in the close proximity of the Free CBD Shuttle route, this car park can also be utilized by the public 

working on the other side of the CBD.  The car park can also be used during matches held in Seddon Park and the FMG 

Stadium. 

Funding - I believe that funding is a major concern when it comes to major projects like these. I do not think that 

increasing rates or requiring the community to pay for this project would not be a fair option and Hamiltonians would 

loose trust in the council, However there is an option to fund the project which would benefit both the council and 

give Hamiltonians a chance to participate in the redevelopment of this site. I would like to recommend the council to 

create a scheme where they sell financial instruments such as bonds. This will give Hamiltonians to own a portion of 

this iconic piece of History. With a high foot traffic this car park can also have other sources of income such as 

advertising spaces being sold to companies

The portion of the theater which has not been demolished can be utilized for community. This space can also be used 

for Markets which will also generate more revenue to pay for the maintenance and development of this site.

Option 2 - I also believe that the structure should be partially be demolished and converted into a Business Center 

providing affordable office space for new and emerging businesses. I would recommend the same funding strategy 

mentioned in the point. The business center would encourage businesses to setup offices in the city centre and hence 

this would lead to a growth in the city centre. Some small businesses from nearby towns and city would also be keen 

to take advantage of this opportunity. 

I thank you for kind time and consideration.

Regards, Jitendra Hirani

Dinsdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

266
✓

Enderley Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

275
✓

Frankton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

276
✓

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

285
✓

Pukete Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

315
✓

Maeroa Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

327
✓

Recoup from Montana Catering and others all the money wasted on V8s. Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

329
✓

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

331
✓

Could use the grass area as a outdoor stage for summer performances. Changing rooms would be useful then. 

Available for community groups or musicians.

Ngaruawahia Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

5
✓

Yes No Yes Council could always STOP spending on 'wants' and other unnecessary outlays and focus on entirely on 'needs' for the 

city - that would free up an awful lot of money which would otherwise go unchecked, eg:

1. Staff expenditure on trips supposedly to better inform themselves but which often become a holiday with 'some' 

work - we all pay for this: ie i-site staff continually going on 'famils,' overseas trips for managers etc -at ratepayers 

expense...

2. Art installations and similar - the amount of money spend on these when council has one of the highest debts of 

any council in the country is appalling - this is a 'want' not a 'need' - no safety or health issue will arise from curbing or 

even halting spending for a few years to put it toward restoring this Hamilton Icon.

3. Unnecessary transport/road improvements (except desperately needed new bridges) we do not need to have tiny 

traffic islands to guide us around corners (groan...) or other total wastes of money. 

4. FAR better monitoring of quotes to council by private companies for work - I personally know of work carried out by 

a Hamilton company in the Hood street upgrade where they charged over $20,000 to install areas in the cobbles to 

plant trees - EACH - which inrealsity woudlhave cost not more than $2,000 - maximum!!! That person still jokes about 

how he made a "killing" on it to this day!! It is appalling such failures - or just plain complacency in allowing HUGE over-

spending is nothing short of negligence.  Each department needs to be far more accountable and  KNOW what 

something SHOULD cost, not just accept what ever is presented - it is well known in the community that you can 

quote/charge council whatever you want & it is rarely challenged; eventh lowest quotes are disgustingly more than 

what they would charge elsewhere.

Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

7
✓

Yes No No Raglan Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

13
✓

Feedback from submitters in June showed 49% wanted refurbishment of the Founders Theatre. 34% wanted a new 

Theatre. The questions in this survey ignore the fact that the majority of submitters wanted refurbishment and not 

demolition. It sounds like you have made up your mind to have a new theatre somewhere else even though the 

community indicated otherwise. 

The cheapest option for ratepayers is to refurbish the Founders and continue to use it as a Theatre. Ratepayers cannot 

afford a new Theatre beside the river. Also, parking concerns for the disabled and elderly at the proposed new site 

have so far been ignored. 

In addition to the building cost for a new Theatre, what will Ratepayers have to pay each year to cover the losses it will 

make - like we currently do for Claudelands Events Centre. The yearly losses/costs need to be made public.

Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

16
✓

No Yes Yes A broader scope of use is worth consideration. "Town hall and/or Theatre" seems overly restrictive, if the resulting 

facility is to be profitable.

Initial ratepayer investment could be increased from the $12m figure mentioned above but, under the broader usage 

scope, the venue would be expected to generate profit (beyond an initial payback period of X number years).

Auckland (I'm 

interested because I'm 

an architect who grew 

up in Hamilton)

Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

18
✓

Yes Yes I think this should be a mix of rates and user pays. Founders has functioned as a default town hall for many years and 

now we have nothing suitable for this function. However, having been involved in events held there and community 

groups wanting to use it as a theater space, I know that the timing of civic needs and theater needs often clashed.  The 

reason I support Option 3 is that it will be of almost no functional or historic value if Option 2 is taken.  Having worked 

in the green rooms, I can think of no good reason to retain them as the only remaining part of the building - they are 

very run down from many many years of neglect.  In my view, they are most expendable part of the complex! If it is to 

be kept at all the auditorium is critical, and that would in turn need to have the foyer to function properly.  As I also 

work in that area of town, I know that the Founders and both sports grounds desperately lack parking. I park there on 

an almost daily basis and therefore know that commuter parking is also short for the many business's in the area, and 

is complimentary to hours that most events need it. If refurbishment included an underground car park ( entry via the 

space where the current one is located), this would be a major income source without losing the green space or 

historic value of the building.

Glenview Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

25
✓

Yes Yes Waipa Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

26
✓

Yes Western Heights Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

31
✓

Yes Yes Grandview Heights Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

34
✓

Yes No Beerescourt Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

38
✓

No Yes No Maeroa Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

43
✓

No No Yes Founders theatre land belongs to rate payers of Hamilton City Council. Momentum belongs to WEL Energy Trust. If 

Council want to give our rates of 30m to Momentum to build a new theatre at an inaccessible no parking land for 

another trust to own the new theatre building, Momentum should first reinstate Founders Theatre into a Town Hall 

and then embark on its new theatre project.

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

47
✓

No Yes Apply to central government arts for funding as it's a significant asset. There should have been a 4th option to 

reinstate as a proper theatre. I only choose thec3rd option as it was the closest to full reinstatement.

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

54
✓

Yes Utilize rate payer funds to complete the work, then recoup the costs with rental fees from groups using the facility 

afterwards

South Waikato Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

58
✓

No Yes No Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

61
✓

Yes Privste public partnership. Forest Lake Just inside Waipa Live outside Hamilton but own 

property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

64
✓

No No No Hamilton East Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 25-35

75
✓

Yes Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

80
✓

With luck the new theatre at the new riverside site will proceed. Presumably the new theatre will require funding from 

ratepayers so we  are not in a position to upgrade and maintain Founders and build a new theatre.

However, we have to think really carefully before we get rid of any building with heritage value, which founders 

definately has. The challenge is how to retain the heritage value while not burdening the ratepayers nor have the 

building compete for events with other event venues. What about a type of public/private partnership whereby the 

building facarde is retained by a covenant while inside is converted to office/apartment space etc.

Chartwell Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

83
✓

Yes Surely, like ALL good funding managers and maintenance Officers , the money should have been "tagged" annually for 

the specifics of planned maintenance.

As far as Rates are concerned, the set amounts...where has that accumulated fund gone?

Rates will in the future contribute towards the "Maintenance  programme"

In the mean time .

There are ways and means of urging Philanthropists and Hamilton's BIG businesses that could have their names inside 

on a special section of the Founders to promote their Companies.

A wonderful example ,in my view of a Good Maintenance programme is the Gallagher Pool at Melville.

In my opinion POOR management of 'Maintenance' programmes have let residents and rate payers of Hamilton down.

Lets treat the Founders, as an endearment of the past.. Do it up AND look after it.

Thornton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

85
✓

Yes As a major source for community events to happen, this should be coming out of existing funding, not having the 

theatre available means loss of income from not just community groups but also other events from out of town. This 

would  benefit the community as a whole, and would provide for a large-scale theatre in the region. While I support a 

new theatre could be nicer and more desirable in the city centre, parking is a major issue already in the city centre, to 

have a large scale event in there would make it very difficult to host. The current site already has plenty of parking 

available around it, and so would make sense to stay where it is.

Hillcrest Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

86
✓

Yes No Yes Grants and donations Waikato District 

Council

Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

89
✓

Yes No Claudelands Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

91
✓

Yes No Yes Sell a park that has low utilisation like Derek Heather park for residential development. Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

92
✓

Yes No Glenview Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

96
✓

Yes No Yes I would like to see it at a tourist attraction - local culture and history and venue opportunity for photography world.  

Rooms set up for photo shoots, family portraits, wedding photos etc and even a 3D gallery like Rotorua has for people 

to get involved in photo props.  This can be a permanent fixture and always available and/or have it booked out for 

private functions.  The grounds call for lots of potential in this area also.  Entry fee of $25 pp etc

Morrinsville Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

99
✓

Yes Council funds and private donations.

This bulding and surrounding are a big part of Hamiltons history and the building and grounds should be protected.

Hamilton needs to keep the Founders and it's park like grounds for future generations to enjoy.

Hamilton has too much of its History destroyed in recent times and it honestly doesn't have much left.

I am no longer a HCC rate payer so probably my opinion doesn't really count but visitors to Hamilton would appreciate 

the Founders building and the green space.

Te Kowhai, Waikato Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

103
✓

Yes Yes Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

108
✓

Yes  THE SAME WAY YOU ARE GOING TO RAISE THE MONEY FOR THE NEW THEATRE.

THE CURRENT THEATRE IS WELL LOCATED AND WELL USED.  THE ONLY REASON IT IS NOT BEEN USED NOW IS 

BECAUSE OF EARTHQUAKE ISSUES.  WHY NOT FIX THE EARTHQUAKE ISSUES AND REMODEL OR UPGRADE AND GET 

USING IT AGAIN AND IT WILL BE A WHOLE HEAP CHEAPER THAN BUILDING A NEW ONE IN A CRAZY INNER CITY 

LOCATION......

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

111
✓

Yes Hamilton Central Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

36-50

116
✓

No Yes Utilise sponsorship and any community funds that may be available.

Balance ratepayers to sponsorship.

What is not clear in your information is how much maintenance money has been spent in the last thirty years on the 

Founders. Has maintenance money been diverted?

The information given in this survey is very limited.

Demolition of existing built facilities is not an environmental approach.

Hamilton as a major city should be able to have several theatres - where are the documents about future proofing for 

cultural facilities for the next twenty years plus.

Where are the comparisons to other cities with their facilities and what the balance is.

For example Christchurch's Town Hall includes theatre use. There will also be a grand new theatre/civic complex in 

addition to the large existing Town Hall and other theatres. Hamilton has a strong cultural basis  but it seems that in 

the current local government role of HCC that the cost of cultural facilities is to limit these and then sell off.  Note 

Hamilton city does not have a Town Hall- unlike other cities and many towns. Where is the documentation that 

considers long term needs of culture in Hamilton- and the wide range of facilities at different scales and cost points 

needed.

Where are the details for staging repairs and upgrades on the Founders Theatres?

The Founders theatre is an important part of Hamilton's history. It sits in a historic park- our park. There is plenty of 

parking and historic trees ring the site.  The existing building has plenty of potential for upgrading and for re-

development. The architectural firm of the Founders spent some time in trying to say this.

Why is it that Wellington and Christchurch and Auckland retain their 'town halls' but Hamilton considers instead to 

have a discussion and say to its community you can have the old one or the new one- how about BOTH!

Will Hamilton be the New Zealand city that demolishes its grand modernist theatre, designed at a similar time as 

Christchurch's and later Wellington's Fowler Centre.

Frankton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

118
✓

Yes No No Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

121
✓

Yes No Pukete Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

122
✓

Yes Yes Frankton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

125
✓

Yes Deanwell Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

127
✓

Yes I think that it is worth keeping founders theatre where it is. I think a combination money from rates and community 

groups would be appropriate. I am a home owner in Maeroa and I think that having the founders theatre to remain 

open where it is currently is beneficial to my neighbourhood even if there is a rates increase.

Maeroa Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

25-35

129
✓

Yes Yes Harrowfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

131
✓

No No Yes The options ignore the possibility of a new building on the Founders site. 

the Momentum plan  may very well result in a theatre beginning life with a mortgage. Hamilton citizens would not be 

willing to provide additional funds and would look very unfavourably  on a project failing to com in at its stated budget. 

The HOtel site runs the clear risk of overruns.

The existing Founders site is much easier to re-use. a fully-researched feasibility study s for this project should be made 

public for comment before any decision is taken to commit any more funds.

Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

132
✓

Yes Founders should be the up graded Regional Theatre and Momentum should invest here, where there is parking and 

safe access.  The proposed site has no parking given the area is already an eating and entertainment area where 

parking is at a premium.   Sadly, when people have been drinking at night the proposed area is unsafe.

Funding could be covered by selling the white elephant   Claudelands arena.

Fitzroy Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

133
✓

Yes Yes The questions you have supplied do not give the option of REINSTATE Founders Theatre as a FULLY FUNCTIONAL 

theatre for the region.  

This is the option I would have chosen - why, why, WHY are you insisting on supporting yet another huge building to be 

built right on the riverbank in the CBD??!  There is already little to no parking available (without having to park a 

distance away) for those who wish to dine at any of the restaurants in town down near Momentum's proposed site as 

it is, let alone supporting the Regional Theatre proposal.  

If Council is prepared to put in $30m towards Momentum's Regional Theatre, then I would rather this money going 

towards bringing Founders Theatre up to EQ Standards, including refurbishing it, upgrade toilets and fix the flying 

system INSTEAD of Momentum's Regional Theatre proposal.

Spend the money sensibly -  FIX and EXTEND Founders Theatre to become our regional theatre again.  There is ample 

and easy parking, it is reasonably close to a few bars/restaurants and a much nicer location.

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

134
✓

Yes Yes A combination of ratepayers and community groups.

May be 60% - 40%:

Community group 40% and ratepayers 60%.

Riverlea Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

135
✓

Yes Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

140
✓

Yes Yes Yes Don't give 33  million dollars to Momentum (or whatever they call themselves). It is UTTERLY disgusting that you have 

promised them this money when it could have been spent on the Founders Theatre. Before promising $33 million to 

this other venture you need to hold a referendum to see if that is what me and all other Hamilton ratepayers want.  It 

might cost a million but the answer will be a firm No, so you'll save yourself $32 million.  It's a bunch of 'fat cats' out to 

make money - and I bet they have fingers in two pies.  I have NEVER written to the council before in my life however I 

think it is despicable for them to be given this money. I'm now getting in touch with my City Councillor and telling 

them what I think as well. We once again have a RUBBISH council who are so out of touch with what the general 

majority think.

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

141
✓

No No Yes Founders Theatre should be brought back to a useable standard by Council then gifted to a non-profit organisation for 

community use. The proposal for a Childrens Museum will generate sustainable revenue, provide genuine benefits to 

our children, play a significant role encouraging local tourism and play a significant role within the community.

Whitiora Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

142
✓

Yes Yes Yes Maybe it could be a combination of:

 -  a temporary rates increase for this specific purpose,

 -  a fee for organisations who use the space 

 -  seeking further funds from sponsors.

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

143
✓

Yes Yes There is little to do with our children over the long, wet winter months.

I would love founders transformed into an art gallery and a 3D interactive art gallery (there is one in Rotorua I think) 

for children which leads into a children's museum. Great tourist attraction! 

I miss popping in to visit my old friend, the Ralph Hotere mural, which I often used to do.

While Hamilton has a number of smaller art galleries it's lacking a significant space for art lovers to escape. 

Thanks!

Hillcrest Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

145
✓

Yes Yes Look at joint funding council and other contributors - put it in the 10 Year Plan. Look at similar to Rugby Stadium. Maeroa Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

146
✓

No When the announcement was made about the closure of Founders I wrote to the W. Times saying it should be 

immediately repaired and completed with fly tower and a proper sound insulation to be installed plus earthquake 

proofing.

Since then the new proposal for the hotel – frontage to be kept, and the concert hall built behind – never mind the 

parking.  If the will is there (as the money seems to be) start construction immediately or the arguments on parking 

will go on continuously and rebuilding will be delayed. 

As Jacinda Ardern has said "Let's do this!"

- Parking can surely come later – don't let it be used as a delaying device.

- Otherwise restore Founders PROPERLY so the ballet and bigger productions can come.

You have a choice and use the money Momentum say they will provide.

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

147
✓

No We love the present venue - safe and plenty of parking.

We need the Founders made safe and up to date equipment for Ballet drama and concerts. The acoustics were already 

superior. I was at the last NZSO concert in Feb '16 and it was magnificent. We like it in the land we own!

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

148
✓

One off targeted rate eg. $10 per ratepayer.

Groups using it will pay charges to fund on-going running costs.

Add to Council loans.

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

150
✓

Yes No Enderley Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

36-50

151
✓

Yes No Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

153
✓

Yes No Cambridge Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

155
✓

Yes The project could be funded by a Private/ Public combination. 

The Theatre should be able to be used for a wide range of activities as it has been in the past.

We definitely want Founders to be refurbished and to be available again for public use as it was before.

We have previously written a letter to council in this regard.

Considering the present Council financial situation refurbishing  Founders is by far the cheapest and best option.

Glenview Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

156
✓

Yes Yes Hamilton Central Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

158
✓

Yes A community group to help the function and running of the theatre.   Keeping the theatre will be great for Hamilton 

and a group to invest into and run the facilitation of the theatre will enable the building to remain in service to the 

community. 

Fairfield Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

159
✓

Yes No No Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

160
✓

Yes Put a small surcharge on performances and shows to recoup  the costs Frankton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

161
✓

Yes Yes No Hamilton East Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

162
✓

Yes Frankton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

16-24

163
✓

Yes Make a go fund me page St Andrews Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

164
✓

Yes No Hamilton East Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

16-24

165
✓

No Council or go fund me Silverdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

16-24

166
✓

Yes No Chartwell Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

16-24

169
✓

Yes Frankton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

170
✓

Yes Hamilton Central Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

171
✓

Yes No No Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

172
✓

Yes St Andrews Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

173
✓

Yes No Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

174
✓

Yes Yes No Tamahere Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

175
✓

Yes Require group to pay but council assist in someway. Hamilton Central Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

176
✓

Yes Yes Yes I think a mix of both. It should be repaired to a certain point and with an agreement that the community group or 

organisation finishes it off.

Frankton Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

178
✓

Yes No No Glenview Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

180
✓

Yes No Yes Council to make some contribution Fitzroy Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

181
✓

Yes No Yes Keep for a community group. Would be great see it used on a regular basis for a good cause. Melville Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

182
✓

Yes Yes Its a bit of both - user pays and thus you get a wider group than ratepayers footing the whole cost so the use of the 

asset should be reflected in the rental,  however it is a HCC asset so they have to at least be the banker.  If the upgrade 

is done right, who knows, it might earn money for the Council.

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

183
✓

Yes No Yes Potential gifting of land ownership rights in return for restoration by community group Melville Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

184
✓

Yes Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

185
✓

Yes No Pukete Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

189
✓

Yes Melville Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

190
✓

Yes Yes Hold fund raising events to help remodeling contractors Hamilton Central Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

25-35
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

192
✓

Yes No Yes Combination of council funding support to community organisation primarily funding facility. Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

193
✓

Yes No Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

16-24

194
✓

Yes The" Founders" has served as a wonderful venue for a variety of entertainment over the years...I have often 

commented to friends how privileged i have been to see so many shows in the theatre  over the last 60 years.

The Beach Boys.    Gene Pitney...Roger Whittaker....Marty Robbins...Kenneth McKeller

 NZ Symphony Orchestra ....The Spanish Horses.......

and as far as i know none of them were directly responsible for the mess that our" modern" icon is in.eg.dozens of 

country halls are still serving the locals needs.

I am well aware of our city"s financial dire straits.Why dont  we have some open days on the site for interested parties  

.  Maybe we dont get involved with a new  large theatre.

Work on!!!!modifying Claudelands and get some more prof.advice on "The Founders"

Western Heights Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

195
✓

Yes No Huntington Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

196
✓

No No Yes Council and community group fund it Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

198
✓

No Yes Ask ratepayers to pay less than $15m not $30m

June 2016 submission on Founders Theatre

Half surveyed favoured Refurbishment of Founders Theatre.

“Council’s contribution has been proposed as $14.96m with funding contributions from other sources to be sought to 

make up the total investment required”

Third surveyed supported new theatre

“Build a new Founders Theatre at a cost of $55m less $25m contribution from Momentum Waikato (net $30m cost)”

http://www.hamilton.govt.nz/AgendasAndMinutes/20160728%20-%20Council%20Agenda%20-%20Open%20-

%2028%20July%202016.PDF#page=5

Bader Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

200
✓

Yes Review the cost. The only thing needed is strengthening for the earthquake, with minor upgrade of pulleys etc. 

Hamilton is not on a seismic faultline so minimal earthquake strengthening should be enough.

It should not cost the estimated 12 million.

It is a wonderful site for world class theatre performances, ballet groups etc.

The facility can also be used to train upcoming artists, graduation programs, stage school productions etc.

WINTEC can start courses for acting , ballet , DJ, and use this premise for training.

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

206
✓

Yes Use the money Council have proposed to put towards the new building in Victoria Street. Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

209
✓

Yes Glenview Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

212
✓

No Yes Waipa Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

214
✓

Yes No Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

16-24

216
✓

Yes Yes Yes Funding from a governmental level,the creation of a private fundraiser to save an iconic building, apply for heritage 

funds

Auckland Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

217
✓

Yes As a one off specific to this project increase rates for one year to knock it off

Also get others to take part in the funding of it

Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

219
✓

Yes No Yes I thought it was voted to keep founders as the primary theatre? why has this changed to a central location where 

parking is a issue, but also within 1km of TWO other venues? not including claudelands. who took the bribes? 

Whitiora Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 25-35

220
✓

Yes Lotto Grant

HCC contribution

Crowdfunding

Benefactors 

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

223
✓

No No Yes Put on hold until the city is in a position to pay for the upgrade. With current talk of more than 15% rates increase this 

should not currently be a priority to the HCC. Please prioritise what is important e.g. infrastructure.

Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

224
✓

Yes No No Flagstaff Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

16-24

229
✓

Yes No Yes What we dont need is $30 million spent on a hall in the middle of the drunk area of town, we have the Claudelands  

theatre, fix , repair and refurbishment the founders out of the funds the council has already squirreled away out of the 

$30 million set aside for  some ones grandeous scheme.  I would like council to get back to there core services to 

ratepayers, leaving business, philanthropists who can pay for grandeous schemes, or maybe crowdfunding . No one 

actually cares about gardens, pretty schemes, theatres, the only ones that do are the dinosaurs showing their age in 

council.  People want core services nothing else, this is a different generation, you need to realise this, they dont want 

it, wont use it. Bascially oldies as, you all are , are out of touch with reality.

Chartwell Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

232
✓

No Yes Glenview Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

238
✓

Yes Ideally Founders would be refurbished as a fully functioning Theatre.

The "town hall" option allows for events/performances not needing scenery, eg. symphony orchestra, capping events 

for university and others, solo performances.

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

239
✓

Yes Founders Theatre does not need a stage gantry/flywall for scene props. Video screening is highly effective eg. Michael 

Flaherty and the Irish Dance ensemble used it brilliantly in Auckland.

Chedworth Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

240
✓

I NEVER believe a 'cap' will be sustained; $50m - $60m will eventuate.

"there is a strong desire for a new theatre to drive activity in the central city area"...   The Founders Theatre is already 

in the CBD. Victoria St is a ridiculous suggestion!!

Reduce all spending of Council Members on themselves - eg. stop all unnecessary travel to conferences, overseas, visits 

to 'sister cities', so called 'fact finding' missions.  

NO SPOUSE paid travel.  ALL air travel should be 'economy class'.  

Meals and entertainments should never be paid for by council funds.

Whitiora Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

247
✓

Yes No Yes Fund raise, start a give a little page.  I would hate to see the Founders theatre and the fountains go.  What ever 

happens to the space you have to keep the fountains.

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

248
✓

Yes No Yes Why are you even asking?

You didn't listen to the community the first time, who overwhelmingly were in favour of keeping the existing location?

Just do what you're going to do and stop making a pretense at public involvement in your decision making...

Matangi Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

251
✓

Yes No No Silverdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

16-24

252
✓

Yes See Appendix 1. Yes Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

253
✓

Yes Yes Yes Fundraisers/Auctions/Donation Drives/Bakesales - anything and everything to raise the money. St Andrews Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

36-50

257
✓

Yes Yes Yes Seek out donations from charities and other organisations.  Seek out assistance from central government. Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

259
✓

Yes No Yes Running various fundraisers with the help of organizations such as Creative Waikato in order to partially fund  (if not 

fully) something that many creative groups will use for many years

Chartwell Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

261
✓

Yes Yes Yes I do not understand the need to build a NEW theater when the current theatre is of the right size and fit for Hamilton.

As an Ex user of the theatre I cannot endorse the claims that the wings are not big enough.   Hamilton Operatic over 

many years has used the theater with great success as has the NZ Ballet.   The loading bay is of the right size to service 

all needs.   Hamilton Operatic in it's hey day purchased professional technical sets from overseas successfully - as well 

as using the fly tower without problems

Negligence by the owners of the theater in maintaining their asset - ie hamilton council should not be used as an 

excuse - nor earth quake.   You are quick to find funds for sporting events and venues and white elephants like 

Claudelands... Founders Theatre should not suffer.

Hamilton trust should use the $15 million to revitalize this asset to the city - instead of building an assets that I can 

guarantee the council will be forced to purchase at a later date... 

I can't believe they are using the word "Historic Hamilton Hotel"   after that development nothing of that building will 

exist.

Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

264
✓

Yes Use the money that would have gone to the new theatre Rototuna Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone.

269
✓

Yes Yes Yes The HCC is expecting to pay $30 million whichever is chosen, but the old Founders Theatre space is so much more 

convenient for access, parking multipurpose, unlike the centre of town. The suggested 'Momentum' is purely for 

meals, drinks etc not for general use, or convenience.

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

270
✓

Yes Prune funding on projects like Hamilton Gardens which have matured and divert funds to other uses. Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

272
✓

Yes No Fairview Downs Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

273
✓

Yes Yes 1 - Money to reinstate Founders could come if Council cancels ideas of re-making Garden Place.  Having lived in 

Hamilton for 74 years I consider the financial expenses incurred through numerous re-designs of Garden Place over the 

decades as having been unnecessary and financially wasteful.

2 - Reduce expenditure of local councillors.

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

274
✓

Yes Put the $30 million towards upgrading the current Founders Theatre. Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

278
✓

Reinstate as "town hall" type, ONLY if NOT refurbished as Theatre.

Best Option - fix founders - as land is already owned by ratepayers.

Payment - use the $30 million that would have gone to Victoria St.

Fitzroy Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

281
✓

No Yes Yes The Theatre is owned by the Council and citizens.

It has been the Council's full responsibility to maintain the building so that it is fit for purpose.

It is the Council's responsibility to find the funds to keep the building in a good state of repair.

The Theatre is in a good place for parking during functions.

It is the Council's responsibility to charge for the use of the Theatre so that there are funds to keep the building in a 

good state of repair.   Have you done that over the years?

The managers of the Theatre should be responsible for keeping the Councillors informed on the state of the Theatre 

and the requirements of organisations that have used the Theatre.   Is that part of their work contract?

We have been forced to tick the "town hall" choice but we would rather Council repaired the Theatre to a fully 

functioning "Theatre" that is fit for purpose as originally planned.

Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

288
✓

Yes Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

289
✓

Yes Yes Fund raising in conjunction with user-pays Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

290
✓

Tamahere Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

291
✓

Yes St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

293
✓

Yes Yes Yes Perhaps private public shared ownership. Crowd funding? Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

294
✓

Yes No Enderley Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

298
✓

Get contractors to put in quotes and fix it up. Dont spend $12 million.Get it up and running . Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

299
✓

Yes No Beerescourt Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

300
✓

Yes No Beerescourt Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

25-35

301
✓

Yes council to pay from a repair and mantainance fund Claudelands Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

302
✓

No No Yes Philanthropists and Momentum can join together to support this beautiful landmark being restored.  Whatawhata Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

305
✓

Yes Maintenance of the building ought to be part of the annual budget, and if this had been attended to more responsibly 

over the years the city would not now be in this situation. The Founders is a heritage building, designed by respected 

local architects and is an iconic structure in the city. Current and former residents have strong associations with the 

Founders Theatre.

It ought to be possible to add the new larger theatre  to the Founders building without compromising the original 

building, and construct an additional larger auditorium that has some shared facilities with the Founders. It already has 

carparking (and room for more) and accessibility and does not have the serious engineering difficulties of the proposed 

river bank site with its fragile geology and potential flooding issues and the potential loss of the Hamilton Hotel, a 

scheduled heritage building. 

The Founders site (and the building) is already the known site for cultural events: build on that (literally and 

metaphorically). 

Better to spend rate-payer dollars on this than re-doing Garden Place. Get this priority right.

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

309
✓

Yes Small increase in rates to supplement cost.  However the building in the city is being funded, transfer that to Founders.

I am totally against the Victoria St building.  If you have found money to convert that, use it to rebuild Founders.

Dinsdale Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

310
✓

Yes Yes Yes Are there philanthropic groups or individuals/businesses willing to assist for naming rights? Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

311
✓

No Yes Yes Our city is growing and to demolish an existing amenity such as this is a total waste. 

We need a town hall with parking.  If earthquake proofing is needed take it out of rates repairs are legitimate. 

Payment to use the facilities should always be subsidised by the city and surrounding areas.  

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

312
✓

Yes Yes Yes See Appendix 1. Yes St Andrews Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 36-50

314
✓

Yes Yes Redevelop area around Founders Theatre so more parking available. Forget about a flash design just the basics.  Do 

not have to blend into the surroundings. Forget about the Council desire for the river suggestion.

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

316
✓

No No This is "cart before the horse".  I don't accept that the new theatre should be in Victoria St.  We are being high jacked 

by commercial interests, generous as they appear. Another survey on where to have the new theatre is called for.

St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

318
✓

Yes St Andrews Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living with others that are not 

family.

65 +

319
✓

The Meteor Theatre has been earthquake fixed so the HCC should pay for the Founders Theatre.

The existing site has excellent parking and is close to the CBD.

Beerescourt Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

320
✓

I am not in favour of the "Waikato Regional Theatre" in Victoria St.

I prefer option 3 to rebuild Founders Theatre as a town hall/concert type venue with a seating capacity of say 1200 and 

with superior acoustic qualities.

The present location is ideal to accommodate and enhance such a building and provide a park like surrounding area.

Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

322
✓

Yes Option 3 - Reinstate it for community use - as it was! 

See Appendix 1.

Yes Glenview Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

324
✓

Yes No No Re: Option 3 - reinstate as "town hall" or as it was before.

No money needed if just bought up to standard, like the library.

Stop trying to find ways to waste my money.

Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

330
✓

Yes Including rental and a portion of the takings. The money will be repaid.

It's a valuable community resource.  We need to look after it.  It's been entrusted to the City to safeguard.  It is a 

legacy.

Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

332
✓

Yes Yes Ngaruawahia Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

25-35

333
✓

Yes YesNo Maeroa Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

335
✓

Yes How did you fund the bronze horse?

Do the same.

Whatawhata Live outside Hamilton and don’t 

own property in Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

336
✓

Yes Yes Seek community orientated funding to contribute to costs.  I would like to see an organisation in such a centre with on 

going support from HCC, not a church group rather more independent. 

Hamilton East Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

36-50

17 The same way as you plan to fund a new replacement which we don't need ,  just stop stuffing around and fix the 

excellent theater we had

Melville Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

23 Rebuild the new theatre in this land which belongs to Council Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

29 Where is option 4? -Renovate and continue to use Founders as Hamilton's  Theatre?

Sounds like Council has made up its mind to get rid of Founders.  Council's record of honouring built heritage in 

Hamilton is disgraceful.

What research was done and evidence supplied to Council to show a new Theatre will revitalise the inner city? Any 

evidence should be made public. So far I've only heard 'opinion'.

What is the cheapest option? Renovate the existing building or build new on the river?

32 How about spending $12-15 million fixing Founders Theatre and $10 million fixing waterworld and forgetting about 

$30 million building a new Theatre.

87 Yes No The Founders should be fixed up council  should  have been doing this each year, As for putting  it in Victoria Street  

what a joke have council  thought  of parking a lot of older people  use the Theatre at least there is  parking around the 

Founders plus Victoria  Street  is one way obviously council  hasn't  considered  that big trucks  bring stage equipment 

in so that will  be  blocking  the main throughfare, at present  this is already  overloaded with  patrons  of the Bars & 

Restaurants .

Flagstaff Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

95 No Yes No These options do not allow anyone to express their opposition to the proposal for a  theatre in Victoria Street.

This is in the wrong place, regarding access, parking, and will ruin the river bank as it is at present. This part of the city 

is inaccessible to prospective theatre-goers, with the large number of people visiting the bars and dining places every 

night. Parking is impossible, particularly for those older folk wishing to attend a concert etc.

The plan is too small for a city and it's environs, with the population likely to swell to over 400,000 in the next few 

years. the building should be appropriate  to meet that growth.

Hamilton East Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

97 Yes Yes No interest from groups,to be stuck with costly white elephant that belongs to Hamilton rate players(so option-1 ).

For options 2&3

A joint approach 

"Photography World",with cafe&restaurant &tourism centre has my support.

Dinsdale Live in a home you rent in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64

109 Yes You seem to have missed an option and that is demolish and rebuild  a theatre in exactly the same spot. If the theatre 

is an earthquake hazzard as public was first told by council then it must be demolished.  I object to momentum 

Waikato dictating where a new theatre is to be built .  The site chosen is totally inappropriate and has been picked  for 

Hotel and restaurant owners interests and not the public. Also the proposed new theatre seems  a bit small and if 

Hamilton is going to grow in the future then this appears to be shortsighted.  There are also  a number of issues 

dealing with parking and truck access down narrow  Victoria st for loading  and unloading 

A theatre should not be built for business interests and to drive activity in city it should be built for the performing 

arts.

Councillors track record with our city has been poor and put us into large debt ( V8s ,Stadiums, Victoria and Hood st, 

Garden place) while neglecting our theatre and library. 

 Rebuild the Founders  where it is on council land  , build it big and with a car park. If Momentum Waikato is really 

concerned with the performing arts  they can still give 20 million . 

A view of the river is not what the theatre is about.  It seems funny that council is all concerned about river views from 

a foyer after  it has effectively let development screen out our river from the main st.  If you want to see the river  go 

for a walk.

I suppose  a conference centre will be next on the agenda.

Riverlea Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

112 Re Founders Theatre

A)	It is a perfectly sound beautiful building and in a setting hard to beat with the trees and a fountain surrounding it. 

Its stand alone.

B)	It was designed by a Hamilton architect De Lisle and has historic significance now to Hamilton.

C)	It is not an earthquake risk as Hamilton has never in its' entire history had an earthquake. Just a good excuse to 

bulldoze perfectly good buildings.

D)	It could easily be added on to if it's too small for purpose with a bit of imagination.

E)	Parking is a breeze as surrounding parks could be used for car parking for big events.

F)	Should still be used as Hamilton's main Theatre as the South of Hamilton is already too busy and no parking.

G)	There's more motels in the north end of for people to stay in for overnight shows.

Don't destroy this beautiful building as Hamilton residents are tired of expensive and underutilized buildings being 

built on pipe dreams and borrowed money.

Chartwell

130

149 I was interested in commenting on the fate of the Founders Theatre, there are only 3 options, none of which I agree 

with.

I believe the Founders theatre should be demolished and a new theatre built in the same place as it is now.

The present theatre is not suitable for many events so it is a waste of money to "fix up". Hopefully this time the 

acoustics will be sorted and that the stage will be suitable to bring, for example Ballet, back to Hamilton.

Pukete

152 Yes Would still prefer total rebuild with a significant building of architectural importance (similar to Govet Brewster in New 

Plymouth) with a large fund-raising campaign (do it well - do it once).

Hamilton Lake Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

168 No The Founders Theatre  should be retained as Hamilton's premier theatre , the location is ideal and there is easy access 

for parking. The above question is loaded, the other option should be to retain and bring it up to standard. I believe 

there an ulterior motive by certain groups and individuals to have the theatre in the south end of Victoria street as a 

financial  windfall to their businesses. As a rate payer I would like to see the costing for this option again I believe 

certain interest groups have grossly inflated the cost of refurbishment for their own benefit. I would like to see a 

referendum in conjunction with the next council elections so that the people of Hamilton decide what is going to 

happen to the Founders. As a ratepayer I am fed up with certain groups making decisions for their own benefit and the 

people being shut out of any decision.  

Fairfield Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

51-64
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

186 Why can't the Founders be pulled down and rebuilt to suit the standards and needs of a new Founders. The land is 

there, there's plenty of off street parking, where would we park if they use the Hamilton Hotel? We don't want to use 

parking buildings at night.

WHY have you not given as one of the options above, that the existing building is pulled down, and a new one built in 

its place?

Melville Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

187 Yes None of your options above.

This questionnaire assumes that the 'Momentum Proposal' is a fait accompli.

I favour the complete refurbishment of the Founders Memorial Theatre, which you will remember was gifted debt-free 

to the Council as a lasting commemoration of the first one hundred years of the settlement.  Can be reverse the trend 

of the modern throw-away society in this case and treasure the gift?

Some arguments:-

1. In 2016, staff had already costed and planned for the rebuilding of the Fly Tower, the widening of the stage to meet

the needs of the NZ Ballet and NZSO, and some attention to the acoustics.

2. The estimated cost was around 20 million dollars.

3. Strengthening of the auditorium would add further to the cost.

4. The Council have promised $30 million over and above Momentum's 20 million in support of a new theatre.

5. Already, the estimated cost of this new project has increased to over 72 million dollars.

6. In these cash-strapped times, as a rate-payer, I prefer to see the 30 million spent on the existing structure.  We 

would again have a viable theatre suitable for many different types of musical and theatrical performances in a 

suitably sized auditorium.

7. The position of the Founders makes for ease of access for disabled and elderly patrons, as does the adequate street

parking.  This would NOT apply in Victoria Street.

Please consider these points in the light of the current financial challenges faced by the Council.  The gap between 

money promised + money required for the 'Momentum Project' is already $22 million.  I would like to live to enjoy the 

NZSO in a comfortable, acoustically-friendly, EASILY ACCESSIBLE theatre.

Thank you.

Fairfield Living alone. 65 +

188 You are obviously trying to skew the results by leaving off the fourth option of upgrading the Founders back to be used 

as a venue at $20.4 million and not spending $30 million on a new one. That is a saving for the Hamilton ratepayers of 

$9.6 million. I thought the council was broke and need to save money? 

Rototuna North Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

199 Yes This should have been sorted out BEFORE deciding to support the alternative new theatre.  These costs should have 

been presented to the community as part of the first consultation.   A small majority supported the new theatre if 

Council's contribution is capped at $30M. Whatever is done with the existing Founders building must come out of that 

$30M. 

In my view the best option is to cancel the Momentum Waikato project and refurbish Founders as a theatre for $20M, 

saving the City $11 - $22M 

Melville Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

237 Please find attached a submission from Creative Waikato on behalf of Creative Waikato, Meteor Theatre, Clarence St 

Theatre and Riverlea Theatre.

The purpose of the submission is to provide clear feedback to Council that the Theatre community does not believe 

Founders should be preserved as a performance or rehearsal space, and that investment in the performing arts should 

be directed to development of the new Regional Theatre and to ongoing support of the above mentioned theatres.  

See Appendix 1.

Yes Hamilton Central

256 See Appendix 1. Yes Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

51-64

267 Yes Yes If require the community group/organization using the space to pay for it?  means during un used hours Theatre is not 

in progress, yes they should pay  but not price the place off the market.    

Glenview Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

277 WHY cannot it be used as is when Option 3 is usable.

By lowering all CEO's income to 10% above average income of wage earners.

Remove present building and build new at the far end towards Frankton. Make use of present grounds for car parking 

and for events.

Western Heights Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

280 I favour none of the above options as I believe the iconic Founders Theatre, which is a significant City asset, (which 

appears to have been neglected by previous Councils), should be upgraded to be used as the City's main performance 

venue and the proposed Waikato Regional Theatre should not proceed.  It is yet another "nice to have" vanity project 

which the ratepayers clearly cannot afford,  if the article in the Waikato Times of 13/11/17  in which the Hamilton 

Mayor suggested a significant rates rise was required just to cover outgoings, is accurate.  Ratepayers are already 

enduring higher than inflation 3.8% annual rates increases which are cumulative.  Many are already struggling.  

Renovating the Founders Theatre and upgrading it to the required standard will also be a much quicker option than 

waiting for the proposed newly built facility which could take several years and encounter unknown issues such as river 

bank erosion.  Currently the city is missing out on many shows and performances coming here and that is unacceptable 

for a city the size of Hamilton.   

292 Yes These given options ASSUME that we are happy to proceed with the proposed new theatre on the old Hamilton Hotel 

site.  NOT the case.  The existing Founders site is perfect, with its beautiful grounds and plenty of parking. An 

underground carpark and quality cafe could be incorporated into a well-designed iconic destination building, possibly 

at less cost than the current given plans, and with easy access to all who may use it.

More information on this subject has become available more recently -  Suggest Council returns to the ratepayers for 

another vote regarding the new theatre SITE.

Hamilton Lake Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

303 I would like to submit my option for the future of the Founders Theatre.

Firstly-repair the existing Building-which,ofcourse, has been neglected over the years.

Secondly(my preference) Demolish and build a Theatre in the same location.

The City own the land- which is a wonderful central site and there is plenty of parking close by along all the 

surrounding Streets.  Of course plenty of land to build a Car park as well.  Our City is growing so fast we must look 

ahead-have an iconic Theatre we would all be proud of and possibly the envy of the rest of New Zealand.  Very 

generous of Momentum to offer to a large donation for the Victoria St site but I voted for Councillors to look after the 

interest of  all their Ratepayers.

Hillcrest Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

306 Restore Founders  to a working theatre, make it a hub for supporting businesses/services, a theatre precinct area, 

putting the theatre in the city is a mistake

Chartwell Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with 

dependants (children or other 

family).

65 +

307 NONE OF THE ABOVE!!!

Why is it not an option to demolish Founders & build on present site (Council owned site) where the reasons for doing 

so far outway the huge problems which will be associated with Momentum's proposal to build on the site of the 

former Hamilton Hotel Building?

At this point I respect Momentum's well meaning input & their offer of a very generous donation, however they have 

consulted an international firm who may not be quite in tune with the reality of New Zealand lifestyle (look at the 

Garden Place mess that we have been trying to fix ever since it was designed by overseas consultants).  The beautiful 

concept that Charcoalblue Consultancy have come up with looks & sounds amazing but the reality will be quite 

different, briefly, for the following reasons:

1. Unstable ground, erosion problems all along the river eg. closed river path at Bryce Street & problems associated 

area on riverbank next to Riverbank Mall.   Many million dollar problems here!

2. Where will all those large vehicles bringing equipment for shows (orchestra, ballet etc) park, let alone negotiate 

Victoria / Sapper Moore Jones Place?  Parking & access for these vehicles is perfect at existing Founders site.

3. Parking is another major problem - expecting patrons to walk through the bar area particularly later at night to 

retrieve vehicles from parking building is an absolute 'no brainer'.  We locals know to stay away from Hood Street at 

certain times.       

4. A percentage of patrons attending shows are elderly & need to be dropped off close to the theatre - this will not be 

an option in Victoria Street - there will only be 'gridlock'

Claudelands Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

Hamilton City Council public consultation 25/10/17 - 26/11/17



What to do with Founders -  Responses Received

Community group/ 

organisation using 

the space to pay for 

it?

Ratepayers to 

pay more rates 

to fund?  

Other? -

Yes/No

#
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If you choose Option 3 - How do you think 

council should find the cost of reinstating?
If you choose option 3) how do you think the Council should fund the cost of reinstating the theatre for community 

use (estimated at up to $12 million)? - Please explain
AgeAttachment

Live in Hamiton -

suburb

Live outside Hamilton - 

district
Do you Household situation

308 In this "Loaded" submission form, the three options don't address the options of re-furbishing Founders Memorial 

Theatre to the standard required.

With so many nearby streets it has always been so easy to park or be dropped off, and it is close to the bus terminal.

With the Dame 'Hilda' Ross Foundation in the same park it is a lovely peaceful spot.  

I think it would be totally unsuitable to try to cram a theatre in what is already a congested part of the city.  What 

about the large trucks needed to bring staging for shows etc?  Buses to shows?  How would theatre goers be able to be 

dropped off easily?  It is already so often congested in that area.

Please council, do the best for our city, and reconsider upgrading what we already have.

Nawton Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

313 I think everyone should pay a share. St Andrews 65 +

321 None of the options should be considered if the present Founders Theatre is upgraded!

RE: Option 3 - if it means a total refurbishment, this is the only option to consider. It is not clear with the option 

means.

These options listed have not been thought out properly.

See Appendix 1.

Yes Huntington Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Family or couple with no 

dependants.

65 +

325 Yes No No more rate increases as a pensioner I don't have excess money.  Nor does those on a fixed income and low paid 

wages. I would not walk down Hood St to car park on my own or with other older people.

Deanwell Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

326 Rebuild on same Founders Theatre site for new theatre. Live in your home you own  in 

Hamilton.

Living alone. 65 +

328 Yes Jacinda Ardern will be detrimental for the public of Hamilton especially Farmers in NZ. Ngaruawahia Live outside Hamilton but own 

property in Hamilton.

Living alone. 51-64

The present site offers all the positive opportunities that the Victoria Street site lacks - it is a beautiful green area 

amongst other recreational areas, unlimited parking for service vehicles, parking for patrons in close proximity,  drop 

off areas.  The area is already Council property - no extra millions to purchase Victoria property to name a few.

Are we choosing the Victoria Street site - 

  Momentum's donation is on the condition that this site is the one?

  To preserve Hamilton Hotel Heritage?

  To revitalise CBD?  Haven't you noticed, that is already happening!

  To support the Hospitality industry?  The industry is already truckking along well.

  Enhancing connection with Waikato river?  A beautiful idea, but reality is not an option - see earlier note.  

At a time of a city with big debt & facing possible huge rate increases, do we really need to add to our debt by entering 

the unknown?

Don't forget the V8s fiasco which we are constantly being reminded of.

We have a wonderful city - let's not spoil it with poor decisions.  Listen to the people! 

Hopefully you will listen to me being one of many, many locals who love this city & want only the best.

Hamilton City Council public consultation 25/10/17 - 26/11/17



What to do with Founders -  Responses Received

Responses:
Community group/ 

organisation using 

the space to pay 

for it?

Ratepayers to pay 

more rates to 

fund?  

Other

Both community 

group/ 

organisation and 

other 

Both ratepayers 

and other

Both community 

groups/ 

organisations and 

ratepayers

All three funding 

options selected

Respondents who selected Option 1 - 

Demolish completely 
90

Of these, the following number 

suggested how option 3 should be 

funded if it was selected
21 14 1 2 1 1 2 0

Respondents who selected Option 2 -Partial 

demolish & refurbish
68

Of these, the following number 

suggested how option 3 should be 

funded if it was selected
11 7 1 1 0 0 1 1

Respondents who selected Option 3 - 

reinstate as "town hall"
146

Of these, the following number 

suggested how option 3 should be 

funded if it was selected
132 38 14 32 16 5 16 11

There were a number of respondents who 

did not select an option
32

Hamilton City Council public consultation 25/10/17 - 26/11/17
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Resolution to Exclude the Public 

Section 48, Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 

The following motion is submitted for consideration: 

That  the  public  be  excluded  from  the  following  parts  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  namely 
consideration of the public excluded agenda. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public  is excluded, the reason for passing 
this  resolution  in  relation  to  each matter,  and  the  specific  grounds  under  section  48(1)  of  the  Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution follows. 

General subject of each matter to 
be considered 

Reasons  for  passing  this 
resolution  in  relation  to  each 
matter 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) for 
the passing of this resolution 

C1.  Business case for full service 
contact  out  of  Aquatic 
Services 

C2.  Management  lease  of  Te 
Rapa Sportsdrome 

 

)  Good reason to withhold 
)  information exists under 
)  Section 7 Local Government 
)  Official Information and 
)  Meetings Act 1987 
) 

Section 48(1)(a) 

 

This  resolution  is made  in  reliance on section 48(1)(a) of  the Local Government Official  Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act 
which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting 
in public, as follows: 

     
Item C1.  to  avoid  the  unreasonably,  likely  prejudice  to 

the  commercial  position  of  a  person  who 
supplied or is the subject of the information 
to  enable  Council  to  carry  out  commercial 
activities without disadvantage 
to enable Council to carry out negotiations

Section 7 (2) (b) (ii) 
Section 7 (2) (h) 
Section 7 (2) (i) 

Item C2.  to  avoid  the  unreasonably,  likely  prejudice  to 
the  commercial  position  of  a  person  who 
supplied or is the subject of the information 
to  enable  Council  to  carry  out  commercial 
activities without disadvantage 
to enable Council to carry out negotiations 

Section 7 (2) (b) (ii) 
Section 7 (2) (h) 
Section 7 (2) (i) 
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