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Purpose 

The Council is responsible for: 

1. Providing leadership to, and advocacy on behalf of, the people of Hamilton. 

2. Ensuring that all functions and powers required of a local authority under legislation, and all decisions 
required by legislation to be made by local authority resolution, are carried out effectively and 
efficiently, either by the Council or through delegation. 

Terms of Reference 

1. To exercise those powers and responsibilities which cannot legally be delegated by Council1: 

a) The power to make a rate. 

b) The power to make a bylaw. 

c) The power to borrow money, or purchase or dispose of assets, other than in accordance with the 
Long Term Plan. 

d) The power to adopt a Long Term Plan or Annual Plan, or Annual Report. 

e) The power to appoint a Chief Executive. 

f) The power to adopt policies required to be adopted and consulted on under the Local Government 
Act 2002 in association with the Long Term Plan or developed for the purpose of the Council’s 
Governance Statement. 

g) The power to adopt a remuneration and employment policy. 

h) The power to approve or change the District Plan, or any part of that Plan, in accordance with the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

i) The power to approve or amend the Council’s Standing Orders. 

j) The power to approve or amend the Code of Conduct for Elected Members. 

k) The power to appoint and discharge members of committees. 

l) The power to establish a joint committee with another local authority or other public body.  

m) The power to make the final decision on a recommendation from the Parliamentary Ombudsman, 
where it is proposed that Council does not accept the recommendation.  

n) The power to amend or replace the delegations in Council’s Delegations to Positions Policy. 

2. To exercise the following powers and responsibilities of Council, which the Council chooses to retain: 

a) Resolutions required to be made by a local authority under the Local Electoral Act 2001, including 
the appointment of an electoral officer and reviewing representation arrangements. 

b) Approval of any changes to Council’s vision, and oversight of that vision by providing direction on 
strategic priorities and receiving regular reports on its overall achievement. 

c) Approval of any changes to city boundaries under the Resource Management Act 1991. 

d) Adoption of governance level strategies plans and policies which advance Council’s vision and 
strategic goals. 

 
1 Clause 32, Schedule7, Local Government Act 2002 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0084/latest/DLM175643.html?search=sw_096be8ed81cb1034_delegat_25_se&p=1&sr=21


 

Council Agenda 31 July 2025- OPEN Page 3 of 81 

e) Approval of the Triennial Agreement. 

f) Approval of the local governance statement required under the Local Government Act 2002. 

g) Approval of a proposal to the Remuneration Authority for the remuneration of Elected Members. 

h) Approval of any changes to the nature and delegations of the Committees. 

i) Approval or otherwise of any proposal to establish, wind-up or dispose of any holding in, a CCO, 
CCTO or CO. 

j) Approval of city boundary changes, including in respect of Strategic Boundary Land Use 
Agreements. 

k) Approval of Activity Management Plans. 

l) Sister City relationships. 

Oversight of Strategies, Plans and Reports: 
• Long Term Plan 
• Annual Plan 
• Annual Report 
• Shaping Hamilton Kirikiriroa Together 
• Our Climate Future 
• He Pou Manawa Ora 

  Oversight of Policies and Bylaws: 
• Corporate Hospitality and Entertainment Policy  
• Delegations to officers specific to the Resource Management Act 1991  
• Delegations to Positions Policy  
• Elected Members Support Policy  
• Significance and Engagement Policy  
• Climate Change Policy 
• Any Community Engagement Policies 
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1 Apologies – Tono aroha  
 

2 Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
The Council to confirm the agenda. 
 

3 Declaration of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  

 

4 Public Forum – Aatea koorero 
As per Hamilton City Council’s Standing Orders, a period of up to 30 minutes has been set aside for 
a public forum.  Each speaker during the public forum section of this meeting may speak for five 
minutes or longer at the discretion of the Mayor. 
 
Please note that the public forum is to be confined to those items falling within the terms of the 
reference of this meeting. 
 
Speakers will be put on a Public Forum speaking list on a first come first served basis in the Council 
Chamber prior to the start of the Meeting.  A member of the Governance Team will be available to 
co-ordinate this.  As many speakers as possible will be heard within the allocated time. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Public Forum please contact Governance by telephoning 07 838 
6699.  
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Item
 5 

 
 
Committee: Council Date: 31 July 2025 

Author: Amy Viggers Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Governance Lead  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Council Open Minutes 26 June 2025 
 

Report Status Open 
 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
That the Council confirms the Open Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 26 June 2025 as a true 
and correct record. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Council Open Unconfirmed Minutes - 26 June 2025 
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Item
 6 

 
 
Committee: Council Date: 31 July 2025 

Author: Stephanie Goss Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Governance Advisor  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Elected Member Open Briefing Notes 18 June 2025 
 

Report Status Open  
 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
That the Council confirms the Open Notes of the Elected Member Briefing held on 18 June 2025 as 
a true and correct record. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Elected Member Open Briefing Notes 18 June 2025  
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Item
 7 

 
 
Committee: Council Date: 31 July 2025 

Author: Mark Davey Authoriser: Blair Bowcott  

Position: Unit Director Urban & Spatial 
Planning  

Position: General Manager Strategy, 
Growth and Planning  

Report Name: Council Submission to Packages 1, 2 and 3 of RMA National Direction 
 

Report Status Open  

Purpose - Take  
1. To seek Council’s approval of the submission to Packages 1, 2 and 3 of RMA National Direction.  

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
2. That the Council: 

a) receives the report; 

b) approves the Draft 1 submission (Attachment 1) to the three Packages of RMA 
National Direction: 

i. Package 1:  Infrastructure and Development 
ii. Package 2:  Primary Sector 
iii. Package 3:  Freshwater  

c) approves that the Mayor or Chief Executive has authority to sign and submit Council’s 
final submission, incorporating any feedback from this meeting; and 

d) notes that staff will lodge a draft submission with the Ministry for the Environment by 
the official 27 July 2025 closing date; however, staff have been given an extension until 
Monday 4 August 2025 to allow the submission to be finalised after this meeting. 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
3. The Government is seeking feedback on proposals to change and inform the development of 

national direction under the resource management system. Submissions are being sought on 
proposals to update national direction for infrastructure, development, and the primary sector 
and on options to amend freshwater national direction, and test how housing proposals could 
fit into the new resource management system.  

4. The Ministry for the Environment (MFE) released three Packages of the Resource Management 
Act (RMA) National Direction for consultation on 29 May 2025: 

i. Package 1: Infrastructure and development – Discussion document: The Government 
is aiming to make it easier for councils to plan and deliver infrastructure by making 
four new national direction instruments and amending four existing national direction 
instruments. 

https://environment.govt.nz/publications/package-1-infrastructure-and-development-discussion-document/
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ii. Package 2: Primary sector – Discussion document: The Government is aiming to 
enable growth in the primary sector by making changes to eight existing national 
direction instruments.  

iii. Package 3: Freshwater – Discussion document: This discussion document seeks 
feedback on options to amend existing national direction instruments for freshwater 
to better reflect the interests of all water users, and on whether changes should be 
implemented under the existing RMA or under new resource management legislation. 
Further consultation will be undertaken later this year, through a more detailed 
exposure draft of the proposed freshwater national direction.  

5. Consultation on Package 4 – Going for Housing Growth opened on 18 June 2025 and closes on 
17 August 2025. This submission will be presented to the 12 August Strategic Growth and 
District Plan Committee meeting for approval. 

6. Staff have developed a draft submission on the first three packages (Attachment 1) to reflect 
the views of Council.  

7. In summary, Council supports: 

i. national direction that enables well-planned and resilient infrastructure, including 
provisions that align with spatial planning and long-term asset management; 

ii. amendments that support renewable electricity generation and electricity network 
development, particularly where they improve integration with urban environments; 

iii. proposals that simplify and clarify freshwater regulations, including wetland and fish 
passage provisions, and support for mapping source water protection areas; 

iv. changes to the National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land that remove 
restrictions on LUC 3 (Land Use Capability) land for urban development, while retaining 
protections for rural lifestyle areas; 

v. nationally consistent approaches to enabling papakāinga and minor residential units, 
where they support housing choice and community wellbeing. 

8. Council does not support: 

i. the removal of Te Mana o te Wai from the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management, as it conflicts with Council’s statutory obligations under the Waikato 
River Settlement Act and the Local Government Act; 

ii. permitting minor residential units in medium and high-density zones. This change is 
contrary to the government direction (MDRS and NPS-UD) and may undermine 
planned intensification and compromise urban form; 

iii. excluding Medium Density Residential Standards (MDRS) standards (e.g. sunlight, 
privacy, outdoor space) for minor residential units, which risks poor living 
environments and future subdivision challenges; 

iv. provisions that lack clarity or consistency across national instruments, particularly 
where they may lead to unintended operational or consenting consequences. 

9. The submission closing date for feedback on the three packages is 27 July 2025; however, staff 
have arranged an extension until Monday 4 August 2025, to allow for any changes to the 
submission after this meeting.  

10. Staff consider the decisions in this report are of medium significance and no known risk, and 
that the recommendations comply with the Council’s legal requirements.  

 

https://environment.govt.nz/publications/package-2-primary-sector-discussion-document/
https://environment.govt.nz/publications/package-3-freshwater-discussion-document/
https://www.hud.govt.nz/about-us/have-your-say/going-for-housing-growth-providing-for-urban-development-in-the-new-resource-management-system#:%7E:text=Have%20your%20say-,Going%20for%20Housing%20Growth:%20Providing%20for%20urban%20development%20in%20the,August%202025%2C%2011:59pm.
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Background -  Koorero whaimaarama 
11. Hamilton City Council has provided feedback on the reform of the Resource Management 

system at multiple points over the last few years, since the Government appointed an expert 
panel led by the Hon Tony Randerson KC to review the Resource Management Act in 2019.  

12. Council has consistently engaged with national resource management reforms to ensure local 
priorities and operational realities are reflected in national direction. This includes submissions 
on the Natural and Built Environment Bill, the Spatial Planning Bill, and various national policy 
statements and environmental standards. 

13. These submissions have focused on advocating for integrated infrastructure planning, 
recognition of urban development needs, protection of freshwater and source water, and 
alignment with Treaty obligations—particularly in relation to the Waikato River Settlement.  

14. The current submission continues this approach, providing targeted feedback on the three 
packages most relevant to Hamilton’s urban context. 

Discussion - Matapaki 

PACKAGE 1: INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT 

New National Policy Statement for Infrastructure (NPS-I) 

Summary 

15. Council generally supports the proposed National Policy Statement for Infrastructure (NPS-I), 
which aims to improve how infrastructure is planned, consented, and delivered across New 
Zealand. The NPS-I seeks to address perceived inefficiencies and inconsistencies in the current 
Resource Management system by providing clear national direction, enabling better 
infrastructure outcomes, and supporting community wellbeing and environmental resilience.  

16. Council welcomes the national direction to enable better infrastructure outcomes, support 
community wellbeing, and enhance environmental resilience. 

17. Key Concerns  

i. The proposed objective should be strengthened by explicitly referencing integration 
with land use planning. 

ii. The proposed NPS-I definitions and policies should be aligned with other national 
planning (e.g., National Policy Statements for Urban Development, Freshwater 
Management, and Highly Productive Land) to ensure consistency. 

iii. Key terms such as “infrastructure supporting activities” should be clarified to ensure 
stormwater networks are not misclassified.  

iv. Use of the NPS-I should be limited to infrastructure providers or those with formal 
approval to avoid ad hoc developments. 

v. Social infrastructure (e.g., parks, libraries) should be included within the scope of the 
NPS-I. 

vi. Greater clarity is required for certain terms used in the provisions.  

vii. The definition of “infrastructure” should be expanded to explicitly include green 
infrastructure, recognising its role in climate resilience, biodiversity, and urban 
amenity. 

 



 

Council Agenda 31 July 2025- OPEN Page 41 of 81 

Ite
m

 7
 

National Policy Statement for Renewable Electricity Generation (NPS-REG) 

Summary  

18. The NPS-REG seeks to enable the sustainable management of renewable electricity generation 
(REG). The key proposed changes to the NPS-REG include: 

i. a strengthened objective that better reflects the critical role of REG in achieving 
climate emissions reductions and supporting societal and economic wellbeing; 

ii. new enabling and directive policies to support the development and protection of REG 
assets; 

iii. recognition and provision for Maaori interests; 

iv. policies to better enable REG while managing environmental effects, particularly in 
urban settings. 

19. Council supports the proposed amendments and note that the District Plan already allows for 
renewable energy generation, with appropriate limits for a fully urban environment. 

20. Key Concerns  

i. A clearer definition of REG size is needed to distinguish between urban and rural 
contexts. 

ii. Consideration of how renewable energy infrastructure may impact the urban 
environment is essential to ensure compatibility with existing land use and amenity 
values. 

National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission (to be renamed National Policy Statement for 
Electricity Networks (NPS-EN)) 

Summary  

21. The proposed NPS-EN (formerly Electricity Transmission) expands its scope to include 
electricity distribution, reflecting the growing importance of electrification and integrated 
infrastructure planning. The amendments aim to better enable electricity network 
development, support climate resilience, and ensure nationally consistent decision-making. 

22. The key proposed changes to the NPS-EN include: 

i. amended objective to recognise the national significance and benefits of electricity 
networks; 

ii. new objective and policies to support electricity distribution networks; 

iii. policies to guide route selection and manage environmental effects; 

iv. recognition and provision for tangata whenua interests; 

v. greater protection for electricity networks and updated references to international 
guidelines; 

vi. alignment with the proposed National Environmental Standards for Electricity Network 
Activities (NES-ENA). 

23. Council supports the proposed changes and highlights the importance of strategic planning, 
integrated infrastructure delivery, and collaboration with landowners and road controlling 
authorities. 
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24. Key Concerns  

i. The impacts of electricity networks on the urban environment must be carefully 
managed, including visual amenity and land use compatibility. 

ii. Clear distinctions are needed between appropriate electricity network and distribution 
activities in urban versus rural environments. 

National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities (to be renamed National 
Environmental Standards for Electricity Network Activities (NESENA)) 

Summary  

25. The NESENA seeks to provide more enabling standards for electricity transmission activities 
and to amend the extent of its application to include electricity distribution and Electric Vehicle 
(EV) charging infrastructure. The proposed amendments are intended to:  

i. enable more routine work on the electricity transmission network in all environments;  

ii. introduce new rules to protect the electricity transmission network based on the 
National Grid Corridor provisions introduce new provisions for the electricity 
distribution network (i.e., protection and routine works for the existing networks, and 
construction of new distribution network assets); 

iii. introduce new permitted activity standards for EV charging infrastructure.  

26. Key Concerns  

i. Clarity is needed on protections for archaeological and waahi tapu sites, which were 
previously covered under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act. 

ii. EV charging should be a permitted activity, but Councils must retain flexibility to tailor 
planning rules to suit local urban environments. 

National Environmental Standards for Telecommunication Facilities (NESTF) 

Summary  

27. The NESTF aims to modernise telecommunication infrastructure standards to reflect increased 
urban density and building heights. Proposed amendments include: 

i. updated permitted activity standards for poles, cabinets, antennas, and headframes; 

ii. expanded scope to allow new poles in more zones and remove road reserve 
restrictions; 

iii. enabling renewable electricity generation and temporary facilities; 

iv. allowing customer connection lines to heritage buildings; 

v. minor technical updates to improve clarity and functionality. 

28. Two options are proposed for pole height limits: 

Option 1: A consistent 20m cap across residential zones 

Option 2: Height limit based on building height plus 5m, allowing taller poles in high-
density zones. 

29. Key Concerns  

i. Hamilton City Council supports Option 1 for its alignment with “human scale” planning 
and better visual amenity. 
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ii. Hamilton City Council encourages the Government to consider feedback from 
telecommunication agencies to ensure operational needs are met. 

National Environmental Standards for Granny Flats (Minor Residential Units) 

Summary  

30. The National Environmental Standards for Granny Flats (NES-GF) proposes to allow – without 
resource consent – one Minor Residential Unit (MRU) up to 70m² internal floor area per site in 
residential, rural, mixed use, and Maaori purpose zones, subject to: 

i. common ownership with a principal dwelling on the same site; 

ii. 50% maximum building coverage (excluding rural zones that has no maximum); 

iii. 2m setbacks from all boundaries and the principal unit (larger setbacks in rural zones). 

31. Councils cannot apply standards for outdoor space, privacy, sunlight, glazing, parking, or 
access. 

32. Key Concerns  

i. Permitting MRUs in medium and high-density zones may undermine intended 
intensification, as these zones are intended for more intensive housing forms and 
supported by significant infrastructure investment. 

ii. The 70m² limit lacks clarity on whether it includes external elements like walls or 
eaves. 

iii. Setbacks from arterial roads remain too small at 2m. 

iv. Excluding amenity standards could lead to poor living environments and complicate 
future subdivision. 

v. It is unclear whether MRUs that reduce the amenity of the principal dwelling would 
trigger consent. 

vi. The National Environmental Standard for Granny Flats risks establishing a new 
permitted baseline that undermines implementation of existing District Plan and MDRS 
standards. This may hinder assessments for other activities in the same zone. 

National Environmental Standards for Papakaainga (NES-P) 
Summary  

33. The proposed NES-P seeks to introduce nationally consistent rules for enabling papakaainga on 
certain types of land throughout the country. Up to 10 homes would be permitted, while 11-30 
homes would be restricted discretionary, and larger papakaainga with over 30 homes would be 
discretionary.  

34. Eligible land types include Maaori freehold land, customary land, reservations, land 
compulsorily converted under the Maaori Affairs Amendment Act 1967, and returned public 
works land. 

35. Key Concerns  

i. Clear consenting pathways are lacking for papakaainga not on Maaori ancestral land or 
Treaty settlement land. Hamilton has limited land that would meet the criteria of the 
National Environment Standard. This may limit our ability to enable papakaainga. 
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ii. Provisions specific to papakaainga in urban areas are lacking. The National 
Environmental Standard has provisions to manage potential issues for papakaainga in 
rural areas. However, it lacks specific provisions to promote good outcomes for 
papakaainga in urban areas.  

National Policy Statement for Natural Hazards (NPS-NH) 

Summary  

36. The NPS-NH proposes a high-level framework to guide councils in assessing and managing 
natural hazard risks. The National Policy Statement includes policies relating to minimum 
components for risk assessments, provisions for climate change timeframes and proportionate 
management, requirements to use best available information, ensuring significant risk from 
natural hazards is not exacerbated on other sites and continuing with risk assessment where 
information is limited or unclear. The NPS-NH also provides a definition of ‘new development’ 
and a risk matrix for identifying significant natural hazards. 

37. Key Concerns  

i. Implementation guidance is lacking – it is unclear how the National Policy Statement 
will influence consenting decisions. 

ii. The risk matrix is difficult to apply when multiple low-risk hazards overlap. 

iii. Policy 4 requires Councils to use the best information available and Policy 6 states local 
authorities must continue with a risk assessment where information is uncertain or 
incomplete. Council agrees with using the best available information and this aligns 
with our current approach. However, proceeding with a risk assessment where 
information is uncertain could prove difficult and end up with unfair restrictions. 

iv. The definition of “new development” needs clarification, especially regarding internal 
alterations or changes in use. 

PACKAGE 2: PRIMARY SECTOR  

National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land (NPS-HPL) 

Summary  

38. Introduced in 2022, the NPS-HPL aims to protect New Zealand’s most productive rural land for 
current and future land-based primary production. It restricts rezoning, subdivision, and non-
primary use of land classified as Land Use Capability (LUC) Classes 1, 2, and 3. 

i. LUC 1: The most versatile and productive land with minimal limitations. 

ii. LUC 2: Highly versatile land with slight limitations, suitable for cropping, horticulture, 
viticulture, pastoral farming, and forestry. 

iii. LUC 3: Moderately productive land with some limitations, but still suitable for 
cropping, horticulture, and grazing.  

39. LUC 3 makes up the majority (64%) of land currently protected under the NPS-HPL, but 
concerns have been raised that its inclusion overly restricts urban development, particularly 
greenfield housing. 

40. Proposed changes include: 

i. removing LUC 3 land from protection to increase housing supply; 

ii. maintaining the existing restrictions on LUC 1 and 2 land; 
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iii. introducing Special Agricultural Areas (SAAs) to protect key horticultural zones like 
Pukekohe and Horowhenua. It recognises that areas important for food and fibre 
production may be compromised by the removal of LUC 3, and that these areas should 
be subject to the NPS-HPL; 

iv. extending mapping deadlines to 2027–2028; 

v. a further proposal for mining and quarrying on Highly Productive Land part 2.5 of the 
phase two RMA reforms.  

41. Key Concerns  

i. Council supports removing LUC 3 from urban development restrictions but 
recommends it still applies to rural lifestyle areas to prevent premature development. 

ii. If LUC 3 is retained for rural lifestyle areas, it should continue to be mapped regionally. 

iii. Mapping responsibilities should remain a regional function.  

iv. Special Agricultural Areas (SAA) should be implemented through District Plans, with 
mandatory consultation across local authority boundaries to avoid conflicts with future 
urban growth areas. 

PACKAGE 3:  FRESHWATER 

National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2020 (NPS-FM) 

Summary 

42. The proposed amendments to the NPS-FM aim to revise the freshwater management 
objectives, including: 

i. replacing the current objective with one that safeguards the life-supporting capacity of 
freshwater while enabling wellbeing and economic productivity; 

ii. reconsidering the role of Te Mana o te Wai in consenting decisions, with three options 
ranging from full removal to reinstatement of the 2017 provisions; 

iii. introducing flexibility in timeframes and cost considerations for achieving freshwater 
outcomes; 

iv. adjusting compulsory values and attributes within the National Objectives Framework. 

43. Council supports the overarching goal of improving water quality and maintaining alignment 
with Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato, which guides long-term restoration of the 
Waikato River. 

44. Key Concerns  

i. The term “safeguard” may imply maintaining degraded conditions. Clarification is 
needed to ensure it supports improvement and biodiversity restoration. 

ii. Removing Te Mana o te Wai from the National Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management – whether entirely (Option 3) or from consenting decisions (Option 1) –
would conflict with Council’s statutory obligations under the Waikato River Settlement 
Act and the Local Government Act. Council opposes these options and instead 
supports Option 2, which reinstates the 2017 provisions, particularly when paired with 
staged infrastructure upgrades that promote affordability and intergenerational 
equity. 
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iii. Greater flexibility in timeframes is supported, but guidance is needed on legacy 
contaminants and practical implementation to avoid delays in water quality 
improvements. 

iv. Cost considerations must not be used to justify poor water outcomes. It is 
recommended to include intangible and intergenerational benefits in cost 
assessments. 

v. Drinking water supply should be added as a compulsory value in the National 
Objectives Framework. 

vi. Catchment-level management should prioritise allocation to avoid first-come-first-
serve approaches. 

National Environmental Standards for Freshwater (NES-F) 

Summary 

45. The proposed changes to the NES-F aim to simplify and enable freshwater-related activities, 
including: 

i. permitting commercial vegetable production under national standards; 

ii. clarifying and simplifying wetland provisions, including definitions for constructed and 
induced wetlands; 

iii. simplifying fish passage regulations to reduce compliance burden; 

iv. introducing mapping requirements for source water protection; 

v. providing national direction for activities in high-risk areas. 

46. Council supports these changes where they enable urban development and infrastructure 
upgrades while protecting water quality and public health.  

47. Key Concerns 

i. Council supports permitting commercial vegetable production in principle, but 
nutrient impacts must be effectively managed to protect municipal water sources.  

ii. Wetland provisions need clearer definitions, especially for constructed and induced 
wetlands. Council supports excluding induced wetlands from regulation to enable 
infrastructure upgrades.  

iii. The definition of “specified infrastructure” should be expanded to include 
infrastructure necessary to support plan-enabled urban development. 

iv. Wetland mapping is essential for spatial planning. Council recommends retaining the 
requirement but extending the 2030 deadline. 

v. Fish passage regulations should be evidence-based. Council supports exemptions 
where fish are not present to reduce unnecessary compliance. 

vi. Council supports mapping of source water risk areas. Council recommends bespoke 
delineation and alignment with the Water Services Act. 

vii. Activities in high-risk areas must consider infrastructure needs and climate 
adaptation. Council recommends recognising three waters infrastructure as nationally 
significant. 
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CONCLUSION 

48. In summary, the Council submission largely supports the intent of the proposals outlined in 
Packages 1, 2, and 3 of the Resource Management Act National Direction. The submission 
reflects Council’s commitment to enabling well-planned infrastructure, protecting 
environmental values, supporting primary sector resilience, and improving freshwater 
outcomes.  

49. While Council generally supports the direction proposed, the submission identifies areas where 
further clarity, consistency, and flexibility are needed to ensure the national direction aligns 
with Council’s statutory obligations, strategic priorities, and operational realities. 

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 

50. There will be no extra costs incurred to develop and prepare the submission. All work will be 
business as usual for all Hamilton City Council staff involved. 

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

Staff confirm that the decisions in this report comply with the Council’s legal and policy 
requirements. No legal advice on the submission has been sought. 

Risks - Tuuraru 

51. There are no known risks associated with the decisions required for this matter other than if 
the submissions are not submitted then the views of Hamilton City Council will not be 
considered.  

Strategic Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa- rautaki  
52. Everything we do is aimed at improving the wellbeing of Hamiltonians. Council has been 

working alongside our community to understand what people in our city want the future of 
Hamilton Kirikiriroa to look like as represented by our five priorities. 

53. The promotion of the social, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing of communities 
in the present and for the future is expressed through Council’s key strategies.   

54. The proposed recommendation will align with Council key documents, as identified in the 
Governance Structure, in the following ways: 

Significance and 
Engagement Policy  

Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and 
Engagement Policy and have assessed that the matter(s) in this report has/have 
a low level of significance. 
Given the low level of significance determined, the engagement level is low. No 
engagement is required. 

He Pou Manawa 
Ora - Pillars of 
Wellbeing 

The feedback on the critical role of renewable electricity generation in 
achieving climate emissions reductions and supporting climate resilience, 
managing natural hazard risks, and safeguarding and improving freshwater 
outcomes address: 

POU FOUR: He Pou Manawa Taiao | Pillar of Restoration 
Our Climate Future 
Te Pae Tawhiti o  
Kirikiriroa 

The submission provides feedback on the critical role of renewable electricity 
generation in achieving climate emissions reductions and supporting climate 
resilience. 

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Policies/Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-13-Dec-2023.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Policies/Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-13-Dec-2023.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/He-Pou-Manawa-Ora-Pillars-of-Wellbeing-amended-final.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/He-Pou-Manawa-Ora-Pillars-of-Wellbeing-amended-final.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/He-Pou-Manawa-Ora-Pillars-of-Wellbeing-amended-final.pdf
https://hamilton.govt.nz/strategies-plans-and-projects/strategies/climate-change-strategy/
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Disability Action 
Plan 

Staff have considered the Disability Action Plan and determined that there are 
no specific or relevant goals applicable to this report. 

 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 -  Draft 1 submission to Packages 1, 2 and 3 of RMA National Direction  
  

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Plans/Disability-Action-Plan-2022-25.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Plans/Disability-Action-Plan-2022-25.pdf
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Resolution to Exclude the Public 

Section 48, Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 

The following motion is submitted for consideration: 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely 
consideration of the public excluded agenda. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing 
this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution follows. 

General subject of each matter 
to be considered 

Reasons for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) 
for the passing of this resolution 

C1. Confirmation of the Council 
Public Excluded Minutes 26 
June 2025 

C2. Confirmation of the Elected 
Member Closed Briefing 
Notes 10 June 2025 

C3. Confirmation of the Elected 
Member Closed Briefing 
Notes 18 June 2025 

C4. Local Water Done Well: 
Contract Arrangements 

 

)  Good reason to withhold 
)  information exists under 
)  Section 7 Local Government 
)  Official Information and 
)  Meetings Act 1987 
 

Section 48(1)(a) 

This resolution is made in reliance on section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act 
which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting 
in public, as follows: 

Item C1. to prevent the disclosure or use of official 
information for improper gain or improper 
advantage 

Section 7 (2) (j) 

Item C2. to prevent the disclosure or use of official 
information for improper gain or improper 
advantage 

Section 7 (2) (j) 

Item C3. to prevent the disclosure or use of official 
information for improper gain or improper 
advantage 

Section 7 (2) (j) 

Item C4. to enable Council to carry out negotiations Section 7 (2) (i) 
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