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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an ordinary Meeting of the Dog Control Hearings Panel will be held on: 
 
Date:  
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Tuesday 16 September 2025 
9:30 am 
Committee Room 1 
Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 
 

Lance Vervoort 
Chief Executive 

 

Dog Control Hearings Panel 

He Koomiti Whiriwhiri I Ngaa Take Kuri 
OPEN AGENDA 

 

Membership  

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr Emma Pike 

Members Cr Moko Tauariki  
Cr Andrew Bydder 
Cr Anna Casey-Cox 
Cr Maria Huata 

Quorum: Three members 

Meeting Frequency: As required 

 
 

  
Amy Viggers 

Mana Whakahaere 
Governance Lead 

 
25 August 2025 

 
Telephone:  07 838 6727 

Amy.Viggers@hcc.govt.nz 
www.hamilton.govt.nz 
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Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on objections under the Dog Control 
Act 1996.  

The Dog Control Hearings Panel is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

2. Hear and determine any objections under the Dog Control Act 1996.   
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1 Apologies – Tono aroha 
 

2 Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 
 

3 Declaration of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  
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Hui: Dog Control Hearings Panel Date: 16 September 2025 

Author: Charlotte Mitchell Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Graduate Governance Support  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Dog Control Hearings Panel Open Minutes 17 April 
2025  

 
Report Status Open  
 

 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
1. That the Dog Control Hearings Panel confirm the Open Minutes of the Dog Control Hearings 

Panel Meeting held on 17 April 2025 as a true and correct record.  
 
 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Confirmation of the Dog Control Hearings Panel Open Minutes 17 April 2025 . 
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Committee: Dog Control Hearings Panel Date: 16 September 2025 

Author: Charlotte Mitchell Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Graduate Governance Support  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Dog Control Hearings Panel Open Minutes 12 May 
2025 

 
Report Status Open  
 

 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
1. That the Dog Control Hearings Panel confirm the Open Minutes of the Dog Control Hearings 

Panel Meeting held on 12 May 2025 as a true and correct record. 

 
 
 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Confirmation Dog Control Hearings Panel Open Minutes 12 May 2025 . 
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Hui: Dog Control Hearings Panel Date: 16 September 2025 

Author: Charlotte Mitchell Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Graduate Governance Support  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Dog Control Hearings Panel Open Minutes 28 April 
2025 

 
Report Status Open  
 

 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
1. That the Dog Control Hearings Panel confirm the Open Minutes of the Dog Control Hearings 

Panel Meeting held on 28 April 2025 as a true and correct record. 
 
 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Dog Control Hearings Panel Open Unconfirmed Minutes 28 April 2025 . 
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Committee: Dog Control Hearings Panel Date: 16 September 2025 

Author: Susan Stanford Authoriser: Kelvin Powell  

Position: Animal Control Manager  Position: Safety and Resilience Unit 
Director  

Report Name: Objection to Menacing Classification of Dog - Ms Malcolm 
 
Report Status Open  
 

Purpose - Take  
1. To seek a determination from the Dog Control Hearings Panel on the classification of Cashew 

(the Dog) as a menacing dog.  
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
2. That the Dog Control Hearings Panel:  

a) receives the report; and  

b) confirms it has considered the mandatory matters specified under the Dog Control Act 
1996, and other matters relevant to the objection; and  

c) notes that the Dog Control Hearings Panel in determining any objection can only either 
uphold or rescind the classification under the Dog Control Act 1996; and  

d) either upholds or rescinds the menacing classification.  
 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
3. On 7 July 2025 Council received a complaint regarding Cashew (the Dog) being involved in a 

historic dog attack in Days Park, Hamilton on 11 June 2025 (refer to Attachment 1).  

4. The Dog Control Act 1996 sets out the circumstances in which Council may classify a dog as 
menacing.  

5. Staff recommend that the classification of the Dog as menacing is upheld.  

6. Staff consider the decision in this report has low significance and that the recommendations 
comply with the Council’s legal requirements.   

Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
7. On 7 July 2025 Council received a complaint regarding Cashew (the Dog) being involved in a 

historic dog attack in Days Park Hamilton on 11 June 2025 (refer to Attachment 1). The Dog is 
registered to Ms Malcolm (Owner).  
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8. The complaint primarily concerns the Dog attacking a smaller dog named Sooty (Dog B) while in 
Days Park. The Dog has picked Dog B up by the back of the neck then run away with him. The 
owners of Dog B and The Dog have managed to catch and separate the dogs. On examination 
Dog B was missing some patches of fur, while there was some blood there appeared to be no 
cuts or puncture wounds. 

9. Prior to The Dog attacking Dog B the complainant/witness noticed The Dog had its hackles up 
and noted on this to the Dog Owner. Note: the complainant who reported the attack was a 
witness to the event and not the owner of Dog B.  

10. On 23 July 2025 the Dog was classified by staff as menacing. Refer to Attachment 2 for the 
Notice of Classification.   

11. On 6 August 2025 an objection to the classification of the Dog as menacing was received from 
the Owners. Refer to Attachment 3 for a copy of the objection.  

12. As a result, a hearing has been convened to hear the objection. The Hearing Panel should 
note:  

i. the Owners have advised that they wish to be heard in person; and   
ii.  Complainant has advised that they are unavailable to be heard in person. 

13. The normal order of the procedure of a hearing is as follows:   

i. opening of the meeting by the Chair;   
ii. the Objector presents their objection and supporting evidence;    
iii. any witnesses in support of the objection speak to their evidence;    
iv. the Complainant and any witnesses in opposition of the objection speak to their 

evidence;   
v. Staff summarise the Committee report and makes any comments regarding 

information provided at the hearing;  
vi. the Objector has the opportunity to respond to any new matters or points not already 

covered during the hearing;   
vii. the hearing is closed or adjourned for a decision to be made.  

14. For the avoidance of doubt:  

i. The Chair of the hearing may change the order of the hearing at their discretion.  
ii. There is no opportunity for cross examination at the hearing by any party.   
iii. Members of the Hearings Panel may ask questions for clarification of the parties during the 

hearing.   
Discussion - Matapaki  
15. Section 33B   provides that in making its determination the Committee must have regard to:  

i. the evidence which formed the basis for the classification;   
ii. any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or 
animals;   

iii. the matters relied on in support of the objection; and  
iv. any other relevant matters.   

 
Evidence which formed the basis for the classification   

16. In deciding to classify the Dog, staff have relied on the following evidence:  

a. Statement from the complainant who is not the owner of The Dog or Dog B nut 
witnessed the entire event.  
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Matters relied on or advanced in support of the objection   

17. The Owner objects to the classification on the following grounds:  

a. To date no further information regarding grounds for objection have been received 
from the dog owner. 

18. Refer to Attachment 3 for the copy of the objection.  

Steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or animals   

19. Staff are not aware of any further steps taken by the Owner to prevent any threat to the safety 
of persons or animals. The Owner may have further information on this matter at the hearing.   

20. The dog is desexed. 

Other relevant matters  

21. The Dog Control Act 1996 requires consideration of any other matters that the Hearings Panel 
considers relevant.  

22. Council’s Dog Control Policy provides direction on how Council will fulfil its legislative 
responsibilities pursuant to the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Dog Control Bylaw. The Hearing 
Panel should consider whether its decision is consistent with the purposes in the Dog Control 
Policy, specifically:   

i. the need to minimise danger, distress, and nuisance to the community generally;   
ii. the need to avoid the inherent danger in allowing dogs to have uncontrolled access to 

public places that are frequented by children, whether or not the children are 
accompanied by adults;   

iii. the importance of enabling, to the extent that is practicable, the public (including 
families) to use streets and public amenities without fear of attack or intimidation by 
dogs;   

iv. the exercise and recreational needs of dogs and their owners.  

23. Ownership history and recorded dog behaviour can be a relevant consideration if it provides 
evidence of prior good or poor dog or ownership behaviour.   

24. The Dog has been involved in a previous dog attack at Days Park in March 2024, however, the 
circumstances of this attack had two dogs both off leash just outside the park in an on-leash 
area and as both dog owners were some distance from their dogs it is not clear how the attack 
started. Both dogs received injuries in this attack. The Animal Education and Control Officer has 
closed this attack as advice given to both dog owners due to the uncertainty of how it started, 
both dogs being off leash in an area they shouldn’t have been and both dogs received injuries 
(refer to Attachment 4). 

Options   

25. Under the Dog Control Act 1996, territorial authorities have two options when considering an 
outcome of an objection to a dog being classified as menacing:   

i. to uphold the classification; or   
ii. to rescind the classification.  

26. There are no other options open to the Dog Control Hearings Panel under the Dog Control Act 
1996.   

27. The staff recommendation is that the Hearings Panel uphold the classification for the following 
reasons:  

i. The Dog was the aggressor during the incident on 11 June 2025.  
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ii. The dog was displaying warning signs of aggression (hackles were up) prior to 
attacking Dog B, these were noticed and were noticed and commented on by the 
other dog owner and witness, however, these signs were ignored, and The Dog was 
not removed from the vicinity of the other dogs. The Dog, has then attacked Dog B 

iii. This is the second dog attack the Dog has been a part of. 

iv. One of the effects of a menacing classification is the requirement for the dog to be 
muzzled while in public place to prevent it from biting. 

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 
28. This is a regular operating activity funded through the Long Term Plan. 

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 
Menacing Dog Classification  

26. Section 33A of the Dog Control Act 1996 provides that a territorial authority may classify dog 
as menacing that has not been classified as a dangerous dog under section 31; but a territorial 
authority considers may pose a threat to any person, stock, poultry, domestic animal, or 
protected wildlife because of—  

i. any observed or reported behaviour of the dog; or  
ii. any characteristics typically associated with the dog’s breed or type.  

  
Effect of a menacing dog classification   

27. If a dog is classified as a menacing dog under section 33A the owner of the dog:  

i. must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private way, except 
when confined completely within a vehicle or cage, without being muzzled in such a 
manner as to prevent the dog from biting but to allow it to breathe and drink without 
obstruction; and  

ii. must, if required by the territorial authority (refer below to Council’s Dog Control Policy) 
within 1 month after receipt of notice of the classification, produce to the territorial 
authority a certificate issued by a veterinarian certifying—  

I. that the dog is or has been neutered; or  
II. that for reasons that are specified in the certificate, the dog will not be in a fit 

condition to be neutered before a date specified in the certificate; and  
iii. must, if a non-neutering certificate is produced to the territorial authority, produce to the 

territorial authority, within 1 month after the date specified in that certificate, a further 
certificate that the dog has now been neutered.  

28. A menacing classification extends to the whole of New Zealand and remains in place for the life 
of the dog. 

29. There is no provision under the Dog Control Act 1996 to appeal this decision to the district 
Court.  

Council’s Dog Control Policy – Neutering of dogs classified as menacing: 

30. Council’s Dog Control Policy provides direction on how Council will fulfil its legislative  
responsibilities pursuant to the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Dog Control Bylaw.  

31. The Dog Control Policy requires mandatory neutering of dogs classified as menacing in 
accordance with the provisions of the Dog Control Act 1996. Mandatory neutering also 
includes dogs classified as menacing by other territorial authorities where that dog is in the 
jurisdiction of Hamilton City Council.  

Right to make an objection   
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32. Section 33B  provides a dog owner with the right to object to the classification. If a dog is 
classified under section 33A as a menacing dog, the owner:  

i. may, within 14 days of receiving notice of the classification, object in writing to the 
territorial authority in regard to the classification; and  

ii. has the right to be heard in support of the objection.  

33. The territorial authority considering an objection under subsection (1) may uphold or rescind 
the classification, and in making its determination must have regard to—  

i. the evidence which formed the basis for the classification; and  
ii. any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or 

animals; and  
iii. the matters relied on in support of the objection; and  
iv. any other relevant matters.  

34. The territorial authority must, as soon as practicable, give written notice to the owner of—  

i. its determination of the objection; and  
ii. the reasons for its determination.  

Risks - Tuuraru 
35. Public safety risk: If a dog owner that should have been classified is not, their behaviour may 

mean that animals in their possession may continue to pose a potential threat to the public or 
other animals. This could result in attacks or incidents that cause harm.   

36. Reputation and perception: Failure to properly classify a dog owner may affect the public 
perception of Council’s approach to enforcement.   

Strategic Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa- rautaki  
37. Everything we do is aimed at improving the wellbeing of Hamiltonians. Council has been 

working alongside our community to understand what people in our city want the future of 
Hamilton Kirikiriroa to look like as represented by our five priorities. 

38. The promotion of the social, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing of communities 
in the present and for the future is expressed through Council’s key strategies.   

39. The proposed recommendation will align with Council key documents, as identified in the 
Governance Structure, in the following ways. 

Significance and 
Engagement Policy  

Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and 
Engagement Policy and have assessed that the matter(s) in this report 
has/have a low level of significance. 

Given the low level of significance determined, the engagement level is low. 
No engagement is required. 

Our Climate Future 
Te Pae Tawhiti o  
Kirikiriroa 

Staff have assessed this option against the Climate Change Policy for both 
emissions and climate change adaptation. Staff have determined no 
adaptation, or emissions assessment is required. 

 
 
 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Dog Attack Complaint - CRM 493689 
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Attachment 2 - Menacing Classification Paperwork 

Attachment 3 - Objection Recieved 

Attachment 4 - Historic Dog Complaint
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Committee: Dog Control Hearings Panel Date: 16 September 2025 

Author: Susan Stanford Authoriser: Kelvin Powell  

Position: Animal Control Manager  Position: Safety and Resilience Unit 
Director  

Report Name: Objection to Menacing Classification of Dog - Ms Queenin 
 
Report Status Open  
 

Purpose - Take  
1. To seek a determination from the Dog Control Hearings Panel on the classification of Shiva (the 

Dog) as a menacing dog.  
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
2. That the Dog Control Hearings Panel:  

a) receives the report; and  

b) confirms it has considered the mandatory matters specified under the Dog Control Act 
1996, and other matters relevant to the objection; and  

c) notes that the Dog Control Hearings Panel in determining any objection can only either 
uphold or rescind the classification under the Dog Control Act 1996; and  

d) either upholds or rescinds the menacing classification.  
 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
3. On 2 July 2025 Council received two complaints regarding Shiva (the Dog) a Female, 5 ½ year 

old American Pit Bull Terrier (refer to Attachment 1) rushing a member of the public as they 
were walking along Kitchener St, Claudelands, Hamilton (refer Attachment 2).  

4. The Dog Control Act 1996 sets out the circumstances in which Council may classify a dog as 
menacing.  

5. Staff recommend that the classification of the Dog as menacing is upheld.  

6. Staff consider the decision in this report has low significance and that the recommendations 
comply with the Council’s legal requirements.   

7. Staff consider the matter/decision has medium risk(s) associated with the decision(s) required 
for this matter as outlined in the report.  
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Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
8. On 2 July 2025 Council received two complaints (CRM 492482 & CRM 492547) regarding Shiva 

(the Dog) a Female, 5 ½ year old American Pit Bull Terrier. The Dog is registered to Tracy 
Queenin (Owner). The dog was last registered for the 2024/25 registration year and is currently 
unregistered.  

9. The two reports submitted to Council are for the same event but were assigned to different 
officers due to the timeframe between which each report was received. 

10. CRM 492482 was reported at 11.59am, and primarily concerns the Dog, Shiva roaming in the 
street, having aggressive mannerisms, and that children have come in contact with the dog and 
had to jump fences. The investigating officer visited the area and spoke to a man who lives in 
the street and who noted the dog had come on to his section and behaved aggressively 
towards him (refer to Attachment 2). 

11. CRM 429547 primarily concerns the Dog, Shiva, rushing a member of the public as they walked 
along Kitchener St in Claudelands Hamilton at approximately 12pm (mid-day). The complainant 
reported having to jump a couple of fences to get away from the dog. In doing so they have 
sustained scratches and bruises to their extremities and general soreness (refer to Attachment 
2). 

12. On 24 July 2025 the Dog was classified by staff as menacing. Refer to Attachment 3 for the 
Notice of Classification.   

13. On 8 August 2025 an objection to the classification of the Dog as menacing was received from 
the Owners. Refer to Attachment 4 for a copy of the objection.  

14. As a result, a hearing has been convened to hear the objection. The Hearing Panel should 
note:  

i. the Owners have advised that they wish to be heard in person; and   
ii. the Complainant has advised that they wish to be contacted closer to the hearing date as 

they may wish to be heard in person. 

15. The normal order of the procedure of a hearing is as follows:   

i. opening of the meeting by the Chair;   
ii. the Objector presents their objection and supporting evidence;    
iii. any witnesses in support of the objection speak to their evidence;    
iv. the Complainant and any witnesses in opposition of the objection speak to their 

evidence;   
v. Staff summarise the Committee report and makes any comments regarding 

information provided at the hearing;  
vi. the Objector has the opportunity to respond to any new matters or points not already 

covered during the hearing;   
vii. the hearing is closed or adjourned for a decision to be made.  

16. For the avoidance of doubt:  

i. The Chair of the hearing may change the order of the hearing at their discretion.  
ii. There is no opportunity for cross examination at the hearing by any party.   
iii. Members of the Hearings Panel may ask questions for clarification of the parties 
during the hearing.   

Discussion - Matapaki  
17. Section 33B   provides that in making its determination the Committee must have regard to:  

i. the evidence which formed the basis for the classification;   
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ii. any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or 
animals;   

iii. the matters relied on in support of the objection; and  
iv. any other relevant matters.   

 
Evidence which formed the basis for the classification   

18. In deciding to classify the Dog, staff have relied on the following evidence:  

a. The statement from the complainant who was rushed by the Dog 

b. A Compliant made by a separate person of the Dog acting aggressively  

c. During the investigation when speaking to a person who lives in the street, they 
noted that the dog had gone onto his section and behaved aggressively towards him. 

 
Matters relied on or advanced in support of the objection   

19. The Owner objects to the classification on the following grounds:  

a. The complainant could not get over a two-metre fence. 

b. That their neighbour did not see it. 

c. There was no harm to woman and child. 

d. No aggression towards officers. 

e. Complaint made 3 hours after dog was returned to property. 

f. Breed of dog. 

g. Dog goes to day care. 

20. Refer to Attachment 3 for the copy of the objection.  

 
Steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or animals   

21. Staff are not aware of any further steps taken by the Owner, apart from some repairs to the 
gate, to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or animals. The Owner may have further 
information on this matter at the hearing.   

22. The dog has been desexed. 

 
Other relevant matters  

23. The Dog Control Act 1996 requires consideration of any other matters that the Hearings Panel 
considers relevant.  

24. Council’s Dog Control Policy provides direction on how Council will fulfil its legislative 
responsibilities pursuant to the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Dog Control Bylaw. The Hearing 
Panel should consider whether its decision is consistent with the purposes in the Dog Control 
Policy, specifically:   

i. the need to minimise danger, distress, and nuisance to the community generally;   
ii. the need to avoid the inherent danger in allowing dogs to have uncontrolled access to 

public places that are frequented by children, whether or not the children are 
accompanied by adults;   

iii. the importance of enabling, to the extent that is practicable, the public (including 
families) to use streets and public amenities without fear of attack or intimidation by 
dogs;   
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iv. the exercise and recreational needs of dogs and their owners.  

25. Ownership history and recorded dog behaviour can be a relevant consideration if it provides 
evidence of prior good or poor dog or ownership behaviour.  Council has received seven 
complaints relating to this dog since May 2024, see table below. 

Date & CRM Complaint Outcome 
31/5/2024 
 
CRM 404540-
2024 

Barking 
Dog barking throughout day and night. 

Dog was not registered. Advice given to 
dog owner on barking and registration. 
Dog registered. Complainant did not 
return log sheets – no more barking 
complaints. 
 
Outcome - No further action. 

3/8/2024 
 
CRM 417357-
2024 

Roaming 
Dog out roaming complainant notes 
neighbours are scared of this dog. 

Area patrolled; dog sighted behind closed 
gates. AECO spoke with dog owner who 
said they didn’t know the gate was open. 
Dog was only out for a few minutes. 
 
Outcome - Advice given. 

5/8/2024 
 
CRM 417632-
2024 

Roaming 
Complainant noted dog is out frequently 
and neighbours are afraid of the dog. 
 

AECO patrolled area and saw dog out and 
observed it squeeze through a gap in the 
gates. Dog seized and impounded  
 
 
AECO spoke with dog owner about this 
and suggest find something to fill the gap 
until the gate is repaired. 
 
Outcome - Dog impounded. 

12/12/2024 
 
CRM 447348-
2024 

Roaming Complaint came through Antenno with a 
picture of the dog in the street. 
Complainant unsure how dog got out as 
gate closed at the address it is from. 
 
AECO spoke with dog owner about the 
incident and sent them the photo by text. 
 
Outcome – no further action 

15/2/2025 
 
CRM 459735-
2025 

Barking 
Dog barking aggressively at people 

Complaint describes dog as barking 
aggressively at them through the fence 
and at people walking past. 
 
AECO spoke with dog owner about 
barking and how others may perceive the 
barking. Log sheets sent to complainant. 
 
Outcome – closed awaiting log sheets. 

2/7/2025 
 
CRM 492482-
2025 

Roaming 
This CRM should have been categorised as 
a rushing based on what complainant 
observed. 

Complainant noted dog has aggressive 
mannerism and children have come into 
contact with the dog and jumped fences 
to get away. 
 
Refer to Attachment 2 
 
Outcome for this CRM – advice only. 

2/7/2025 
 

Rushing Refer to Attachment 2 
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CRM 492547-
2025 

 
Outcome – infringement and menacing 
classification of dog. 

 

Options – Koowhiringa  
26. Under the Dog Control Act 1996, territorial authorities have two options when considering an 

outcome of an objection to a dog being classified as menacing:   

Option 1: to uphold the classification; or  

Option 2: to rescind the classification.  

27. There are no other options open to the Dog Control Hearings Panel under the Dog Control Act 
1996.   

28. The staff recommendation is that the Hearings Panel choose Option 1 and uphold the 
classification for the following reasons:  

i. The complaints about dog Shiva show an escalation in behaviour, from barking, to 
roaming and most recently roaming and rushing at members of the public and AEC 
staff believe the Dog poses an ongoing risk to members of the public. 

ii. One of the effects of a menacing classification is the requirement for the dog to be 
muzzled while in a public place to prevent it from biting. 

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 
29. This is a regular operating activity funded through the Long-Term Plan. 

Legal Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 
Menacing Dog Classification  

26. Section 33A of the Dog Control Act 1996 provides that a territorial authority may classify dog 
as menacing that has not been classified as a dangerous dog under section 31; but a territorial 
authority considers may pose a threat to any person, stock, poultry, domestic animal, or 
protected wildlife because of—  

i. any observed or reported behaviour of the dog; or  
ii. any characteristics typically associated with the dog’s breed or type.  

  
Effect of a menacing dog classification   

27. If a dog is classified as a menacing dog under section 33A the owner of the dog:  

i. must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private way, except 
when confined completely within a vehicle or cage, without being muzzled in such a 
manner as to prevent the dog from biting but to allow it to breathe and drink without 
obstruction; and  

ii. must, if required by the territorial authority (refer below to Council’s Dog Control Policy) 
within 1 month after receipt of notice of the classification, produce to the territorial 
authority a certificate issued by a veterinarian certifying—  

I. that the dog is or has been neutered; or  
II. that for reasons that are specified in the certificate, the dog will not be in a fit 

condition to be neutered before a date specified in the certificate; and  
iii. must, if a non-neutering certificate is produced to the territorial authority, produce to the 

territorial authority, within 1 month after the date specified in that certificate, a further 
certificate that the dog has now been neutered.  
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28. A menacing classification extends to the whole of New Zealand and remains in place for the life 
of the dog. 

29. There is no provision under the Dog Control Act 1996 to appeal this decision to the district 
Court.  

Council’s Dog Control Policy – Neutering of dogs classified as menacing: 

30. Council’s Dog Control Policy provides direction on how Council will fulfil its legislative  
responsibilities pursuant to the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Dog Control Bylaw.  

31. The Dog Control Policy requires mandatory neutering of dogs classified as menacing in 
accordance with the provisions of the Dog Control Act 1996. Mandatory neutering also 
includes dogs classified as menacing by other territorial authorities where that dog is in the 
jurisdiction of Hamilton City Council.  

Right to make an objection   

32. Section 33B  provides a dog owner with the right to object to the classification. If a dog is 
classified under section 33A as a menacing dog, the owner:  

i. may, within 14 days of receiving notice of the classification, object in writing to the 
territorial authority in regard to the classification; and  

ii. has the right to be heard in support of the objection.  

33. The territorial authority considering an objection under subsection (1) may uphold or rescind 
the classification, and in making its determination must have regard to—  

i. the evidence which formed the basis for the classification; and  
ii. any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or 

animals; and  
iii. the matters relied on in support of the objection; and  
iv. any other relevant matters.  

34. The territorial authority must, as soon as practicable, give written notice to the owner of—  

i. its determination of the objection; and  
ii. the reasons for its determination.  

Risks - Tuuraru 
35. Public safety risk: If a dog owner that should have been classified is not, their behaviour may 

mean that animals in their possession may continue to pose a potential threat to the public or 
other animals. This could result in attacks or incidents that cause harm.   

36. Reputation and perception: Failure to properly classify a dog owner may affect the public 
perception of Council’s approach to enforcement.   

Strategic Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa- rautaki  
37. Everything we do is aimed at improving the wellbeing of Hamiltonians. Council has been 

working alongside our community to understand what people in our city want the future of 
Hamilton Kirikiriroa to look like as represented by our five priorities. 

38. The promotion of the social, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing of communities 
in the present and for the future is expressed through Council’s key strategies.   

39. The proposed recommendation will align with Council key documents, as identified in the 
Governance Structure, in the following ways. 

Significance and 
Engagement Policy  

Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and 
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Engagement Policy and have assessed that the matter(s) in this report 
has/have a low level of significance. 

Given the low level of significance determined, the engagement level is low. 
No engagement is required. 

Our Climate Future 
Te Pae Tawhiti o  
Kirikiriroa 

Staff have assessed this option against the Climate Change Policy for both 
emissions and climate change adaptation. Staff have determined no 
adaptation, or emissions assessment is required. 

 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Compliant - CRM 492547 

Attachment 2 - Barking Complaint - CRM 492482 

Attachment 3 - Historic CRM's 

Attachment 4 - Menancing Classification Paperwork - Shiva 

Attachment 5 - Objection Recieved 

Attachment 6 - Shiva Breed and Registration . 
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Resolution to Exclude the Public 

Section 48, Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 

The following motion is submitted for consideration: 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely 
consideration of the public excluded agenda. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing 
this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution follows. 

General subject of each matter to 
be considered 

Reasons for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) for 
the passing of this resolution 

C1. Confirmation of the Dog 
Control Hearings Panel 
Public Excluded Minutes 17 
April 2025 

C2. Confirmation of the Dog 
Control Hearings Panel 
Public Excluded Minutes 28 
April 2025 

C3. Confirmation of the Dog 
Control Hearings Public 
Excluded Minutes 12 May 
2025 

 

)  Good reason to withhold 
)  information exists under 
)  Section 7 Local Government 
)  Official Information and 
)  Meetings Act 1987 
) 

Section 48(1)(a) 

 

This resolution is made in reliance on section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act 
which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting 
in public, as follows: 

   
Item C1. to maintain the effective conduct of public 

affairs through protecting persons from 
improper pressure or harassment 

Section 7 (2) (f) (ii) 

Item C2. to maintain the effective conduct of public 
affairs through protecting persons from 
improper pressure or harassment 

Section 7 (2) (f) (ii) 

Item C3. to maintain the effective conduct of public 
affairs through protecting persons from 
improper pressure or harassment 

Section 7 (2) (f) (ii) 
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