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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an ordinary Meeting of the Hearings and Engagement Committee will be held 
on: 
 
Date:  
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Tuesday 21 June 2022 
9.30am 
Council Chamber and Audio-visual Link 
Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 
 

Lance Vervoort 
Chief Executive 

 

Hearings and Engagement Committee 

Komiti Whiriwhiri Kaupapa 
OPEN AGENDA 
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Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr E Wilson 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr M Donovan 

Members 
 

Mayor P Southgate 
Deputy Mayor G Taylor 
Cr M Bunting  
Cr R Hamilton 
Cr D Macpherson 
Cr K Naidoo-Rauf 

Cr R Pascoe 
Cr M Gallagher  
Cr S Thomson 
Cr M van Oosten 
Cr A O’Leary 
Maangai Norm Hill 

Meeting frequency As required 

Quorum Eight Members 

 
Amy Viggers 

Mana Whakahaere 
Governance 

 
14 June 2022 

 
Telephone:  07 838 6727 

Amy.Viggers@hcc.govt.nz 
www.hamilton.govt.nz
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Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on a range of the Council’s quasi-
judicial functions under legislation and other matters as referred to the Committee. 

2. To convene and coordinate advisory groups on matters referred by other Committees. 

The Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

1. Hear and determine any statutory or regulatory hearings under relevant legislation unless otherwise 
delegated by Council, including (but without limitation):  
- objections under the Dog Control Act 1996; 

- matters regarding drainage and works on private land under the Local Government Act 1974 and 
Local Government Act 2002; 

- proposals for temporary closure of any road. 

2. Consider and determine changes to the registers and restrictions in the Traffic Bylaw and Speed Limit 
Bylaw, including hearing any submissions relating to those proposed changes. 

3. Hear and determine matters arising under current bylaws and policies, including applications for 
dispensation from compliance with the requirements of bylaws or policies, unless such matters are 
otherwise delegated by Council. 

4. Hear and determine other matters that require hearings or submissions, as referred by Council or 
other Committees. 

 

The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 

• Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference. 

• Approval of the establishment of hearings panels and their terms of reference. 
 

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 

• The Committee may make recommendations to the Council. 
• The Committee may make recommendations to Committees. 

 

Special Notes: 

• The Committee may request expert advice through the Chief Executive when necessary. 

• The Committee may appoint additional members for hearings where the relevant terms of reference 
specify the requirement for expert or external representation. 
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1 Apologies - Tono aroha   
 

2 Confirmation of Agenda - Whakatau raarangi take 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 
 

3 Declaration of Interest - Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  
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Committee: Hearings and Engagement 

Committee 
Date: 21 June 2022 

Author: Narelle Waite Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Governance Advisor  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Hearings and Engagement Committee Open Minutes 
of 5 April 2022 

 
Report Status Open  
 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
That the Hearings and Engagement Committee confirm the Open Minutes of the Hearings and 
Engagement Committee Meeting held on 5 April 2022 as a true and correct record. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Hearings and Engagement Committee Open Unconfirmed Minutes of 5 April 2022  
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Hearings and Engagement Committee 

Komiti Whiriwhiri Kaupapa 
OPEN MINUTES 

 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Hearings and Engagement Committee held in Council Chamber, Municipal 
Building, Garden Place, Hamilton and Audio-visual Link on Tuesday 5 April 2022 at 9.32am. 
 
PRESENT 

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr E Wilson 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr M Donovan 

Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
 
 
Governance Staff 

Deputy Mayor G Taylor 
Cr M Bunting  
Cr R Pascoe 
Cr M Gallagher 
Cr S Thomson 
Cr M van Oosten 
Maangai T P Thompson-Evans 
 
Muna Wharawhara – Amorangi Maaori  
Maria Barrie – Unit Director Parks and Recreation 
Daan Blokker – Senior Parks Planner 
 
Governance Lead – Amy Viggers 
Senior Governance Advisor – Carmen Fookes 
Governance Advisor – Narelle Waite 

 
 1. Apologies - Tono aroha  
 Resolved:   (Cr Wilson/Cr Pascoe) 

 That the apologies for absence from Mayor Southgate, Crs Macpherson, O’Leary, Hamilton and 
Naidoo-Rauf and for lateness from Cr Bunting are accepted.  

 
2. Confirmation of Agenda - Whakatau raarangi take 
 Resolved:   (Cr Wilson/Cr van Oosten) 

That the agenda is confirmed.  

 
3. Declarations of Interest - Tauaakii whaipaanga 

No members of the Committee declared a Conflict of Interest.   
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Cr Bunting joined the meeting (9.34am) at the conclusion of the above item. He was not present when the 
matter was voted on.  

 

 
The meeting was declared closed at 10.35am. 

5. Confirmation of the Hearings and Engagement Committee Open Minutes of 16 February 2022 

 Resolved:   (Cr Wilson/Cr van Oosten) 

That the Hearings and Engagement Committee confirm the Open Minutes of the Hearings and 
Engagement Committee Meeting held on 16 February 2022 as a true and correct record. 

5. Fairfield Park Partial Reclassification 

The Unit Director Parks and Recreation introduced the report noting the process of reclassification 
and purpose for reclassification.  

Lillian Pompey-Paki spoke to her submission, in particular her support for the reclassification, 
collaboration opportunities with Te Papanui Enderley Community Centre, the consultation 
document, and naming of the Park. She responded to questions from Members concerning 
opportunities to support cooperation across community centres including Te Papanui Enderley.  

Jamie Toko (Western Community Centre) spoke to their submission in particular the history of 
Fairfield Park and the Fairfield community, the needs, of the community including local business 
and schools, and the support available from the Western Community Centre. She responded to 
questions from Members concerning renovation opportunities and fit for purpose community 
houses.  

Carolyn Hopa (Ngaati Wairere) spoke to their submission and noted that their objection to the 
reclassification related to the consultation process. She responded to questions from Members 
concerning engagement and the consultation process with Mana Whenua.  

Simon Leadley and Ofa Pouono (Te Whare o Te Ata) spoke to their submission noting the 
programmes available at Te Whare o Te Ata, recent history of their organisation, work undertaken 
to support the organisation’s capacity-building, community kitchen aspirations, and the 
importance of location for a community centre. They responded to questions from Members 
concerning Te Whare o Te Ata’s current location, and the new facility’s ability to improve the 
programmes offered.   

 Members requested the following points be included in the deliberations report:  
• collaboration opportunities between community centres; 
• funding available for renovations; 
• park re-naming opportunities and process; 
• Te Papanui geographic boundary and areas of cultural significance; and 
• skate park upgrade timeline. 

 Resolved:  (Cr Bunting/Maangai Thompson-Evans) 

That the Hearings and Engagement Committee: 

a) receives the report;  

b) hears and considers verbal submissions arising from the submission period between 14 
February and 14 March 2022; and 

c) notes that a deliberations report will be presented to the Community Committee on 26 April 
2022. 

https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/parks-and-open-space/fairfield-park-reclassification/consultation/view_respondent?show_all_questions=0&sort=submitted&order=ascending&_q__text=&_q_pasted-question-1642373393.95-91209-1642373394.14-53183=Yes&uuId=160656531
https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/parks-and-open-space/fairfield-park-reclassification/consultation/view_respondent?show_all_questions=0&sort=submitted&order=ascending&_q__text=&_q_pasted-question-1642373393.95-91209-1642373394.14-53183=Yes&uuId=319992468
https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/parks-and-open-space/fairfield-park-reclassification/consultation/view_respondent?show_all_questions=0&sort=submitted&order=ascending&_q__text=&_q_pasted-question-1642373393.95-91209-1642373394.14-53183=Yes&uuId=1021193645
https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/parks-and-open-space/fairfield-park-reclassification/consultation/view_respondent?show_all_questions=0&sort=submitted&order=ascending&_q__text=&_q_pasted-question-1642373393.95-91209-1642373394.14-53183=Yes&uuId=710441928
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Committee: Hearings and Engagement 

Committee 
Date: 21 June 2022 

Author: Robyn Denton Authoriser: Eeva-Liisa Wright  

Position: Network Operations and Use 
Leader  

Position: General Manager 
Infrastructure Operations  

Report Name: Hamilton Speed Management Plan review - Submissions and Hearings 
report 

 
Report Status Open  
 

Purpose - Take  
1. To inform the Hearings and Engagement Committee on submissions received for the Statement of 

Proposal for the Speed Management Plan review. 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi  
2. That the Hearings and Engagement Committee: 

a) receives the report; 

b) hears and considers public submissions with regard to the consultation process that was held 
from 28 February 2022 to 14 April 2022 on the Statement of Proposal to review Hamilton 
Speed Management Plan; and 

c) notes that a Deliberations and Adoption Report that includes feedback from the consultation 
and hearings will be brought to the Infrastructure Operations Committee meeting on 9 August 
2022. 

 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
3. The 24 February 2022 Infrastructure Operations Committee meeting considered a report on a 

review the Hamilton Speed Management Plan and subsequently approved a draft Statement of 
Proposal for public consultation.  

4. Public consultation occurred between 28 February to 14 April 2022. This was an extension of 20 
days to that originally planned to enable more consultation to take place with critical stakeholders. 

5. Consideration of the submissions was deferred from 3 May 2022 Traffic, Speed Limit and Road 
Closure Panel to the 21 June 2022 Hearings and Engagement Committee meeting due to the 
extension of the consultation period.  

6. There were two options in the consultation document: 

i. Option One – Retain the current plan and make minor amendments; 

ii. Option Two – Retain the current plan and do not refresh/update 

https://www.hamilton.govt.nz/AgendasAndMinutes/Infrastructure%20Operations%20Committee%20Open%20Agenda%20-%2024%20February%202022.pdf
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7. 67 submissions were received with 70% of the respondents FOR Council’s proposal to retain 
the current plan with minor amendments (Option One).  

8. Following the hearings, a Deliberations and Adoption report will be prepared by staff and 
presented to the 9 August 2022 Infrastructure Operations Committee meeting. 

9. Staff consider that the recommendations in this report have a low level of significance and 
comply with Council’s legal and policy requirements, including consultation requirements 
prescribed under the Local Government Act 2002 section 83. 

Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
10. The 24 February 2022 Infrastructure Operations Committee considered a report on a review of 

the Hamilton Speed Management Plan and resolved:  

That the Infrastructure Operations Committee: 

a) receives the report; 

b) approves the draft Statement of Proposal document (Attachment 1 of the staff 
report) for the review of the Hamilton Speed Management Plan along with the 
proposed Speed Management Plan 2022 (Attachment 2 of the staff report).  

c) approves public consultation from 28 February to 25 March 2022 on the draft 
Statement of Proposal for the review of the Hamilton Speed Management Plan; and  

d) notes that the results of the public consultation will be presented to the Traffic, Speed 
Limit and Road Closure Hearing which is tentatively scheduled for 3 May 2022. 

11. A draft Statement of Proposal (SOP) for the draft Speed Management Plan review 2022 was 
prepared and it was proposed to form the basis of the public consultation. 

12. Two options were considered within the SOP and staff recommended Option One – Retain the 
current plan and make minor amendments. 

13. The SOP set out an options table along with an assessment of the advantages and 
disadvantages of each option as shown below: 

Options outlined in 
the SOP  

Advantages Disadvantages 

Option one – Amend the current plan (preferred) 

Retain the current 
plan and make 
minor 
amendments   

• Updates based on recent and 
proposed changes to legislation 
would ensure that the plan reflects 
current best practice and legal 
requirements, for example Land 
Transport Rule: Setting of Speed 
Limits. 

•  Data insights and advancements are 
used to guide the update of maps. 

•  The plan reflects recent changes to 
the long-term vision of speed-limits 
for the city and the growth it is 
currently experiencing. 

• Changes to increase clarity in the 
bylaw will improve ease of 
interpretation and effective 

None known 
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administration. 

Option two – do not refresh the plan  

Retain the current 
plan and do 
not refresh/ 
update 

None known 
 

• Council and the public would 
need to rely on the plan as it 
is currently written and 
interpreted for the public. 

• The maps would not reflect 
current data insights, will be 
outdated and not support 
the growth Hamilton is 
experiencing. 

• The plan will not reflect 
recent changes to legislation 
or accommodate changes 
that are outlined in the Land 
Transport Rule: Setting of 
Speed Limits. 

• The plan would not reflect 
recent changes to the long-
term vision of speed-limits 
for the city. 

• The plan is not likely to be 
certified by Waka Kotahi and 
we would be unable to make 
speed limit changes and 
access vital funding until a 
refresh/update was 
completed.  

14. This report sets out the public consultation process that has been completed and summarises 
the submissions received as a result of the consultation which took place between 28 February 
to 14 April 2022.   

15. The originally planned consultation period was for 28 February to 25 March 2022 was 
extended to 14 April 2022 to enable more of the consultation to take place with critical 
stakeholders. 

16. As a result of the extension of the consultation period, the consideration of the submissions 
was changed from being presented to the 3 May 2022 Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure 
Panel to the 21 June 2022 Hearings and Engagement Committee.    

Discussion - Matapaki 
Consultation and Engagement 

17. The SOP formed the basis of the public consultation that was required to be undertaken in 
accordance with the Special Consultative Procedure set out in section 83 of the LGA 2002 and is 
included in this report as Attachment 1. 

18. Early engagement with key stakeholders had been carried out prior to the 24 February 2022 
Infrastructure Operations Committee meeting and the feedback received from them included in 
that report.  

19. Follow up emails were also sent to key stakeholder groups during the public consultation 
period. This was to ensure these key groups were involved right from the beginning, and 
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continued to be involved, in the consultation and decision-making process. The key 
stakeholders included: 

i. Waikato-Tainui and Te Haa a Whenua Kirikiriroa  
ii. CCS Disability Action 

iii. Living Streets Aotearoa 
iv. Generation Zero 
v. Bike Waikato 

vi. Blind Foundation 
vii. Disabled Persons Assembly 

viii. Age Concern 
ix. Go Eco 
x. Parents of Vision Impaired NZ Inc 

xi. HCC Disability Advisor 
xii. Automobile Association (AA) 

xiii. NZ Police 
xiv. Road Transport Association 

20. The public consultation strategies included: 

i. pre-engagement with key stakeholders and advocacy group (prior to public 
engagement beginning); 

ii. follow up letter to key stakeholders once public engagement was live; 

iii. have your say feedback forms placed in the Council reception and libraries; 

iv. Our Hamilton story/media release distributed, and advertisement tile displayed on the 
Our Hamilton website; 

v. social media boosted posts on Hamilton City Council Facebook page; and 

vi. press adverts placed in local newspapers – Hamilton Press and Waikato Times. 

21. The consultation requirements under the Speed Limit Rule 2017 were met by ensuring that we 
had contacted key stakeholders and the use of a variety of media to ensure that any local 
communities or organisations potentially affected by proposed Hamilton Speed Management 
Plan were able to consider the plan and make submissions. 

Submissions 

22. During the period of public consultation between 28 February to 14 April 2022, the Council 
received 67 submissions; four emails, one hard copy response and 62 online responses through 
Have Your Say. 

23. Feedback from three organisations was received, and were all supportive of the proposed 
changes to the draft Speed Management Plan 2022:  

i. NZ Automobile Association 

ii. Living Streets 

iii. Te Whaanau Roopu Oo Aotearoa-Komiti Maaori 

24. A copy of the responses received can be viewed here. 

25. 70% of the submitters agreed with Council’s proposal to retain the current Hamilton Speed 
Management Plan but make minor amendments (option one).  

26. The primary reasons given for supporting the proposal, to make the minor amendments to the 
existing plan, were: 

i. These changes will have a positive effect on safety for road users. 

https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/city-transportation/speed-management-plan-review-2022/
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“Need to have the ability to manage safety on the roads and make changes based on 
observation & data (e.g. changing traffic flow, use of electric personal transport, increased 
residential density)” 

ii. Lowering speed limits would be welcomed as the streets within Hamilton City are currently 
too fast.. 

“There are many streets that 50kmh is too fast, speeds on our streets need to be slowed 
down and managed. The speeds need to also be monitored and enforced, as there is little 
or no control” 

iii. Council should also consider measures to decrease speed within road design (e.g., planter 
boxes, speed bumps, wider cycle ways and reduced car lane size). 

“This is very reasonable action. However residential streets really should not have a speed 
limit of higher than 30 km / hr. And the Council needs to consider making actual 
adjustments to streets to enforce the speed limit rather than just changing a number of a 
sign, for example narrowing the street by using plantar boxes or median boxes, or creating 
wide cycle lanes with cycle lanes separating them from traffic. Traffic calming should also 
be used, especially in residential areas, to slow down traffic.” 

27. The 28% of the respondents who did not agree with Council’s proposal, noted the following 
primary reasons for their support: 

i. Road to zero being an unattainable goal. 

 “The Road to Zero road safety strategy is a pipe dream by this Labour government and is 
overly ambitious. Even if speed limits were reduced around the country, people are still 
going to die in car accidents regardless whether it's someone running from the police, a 
diabetic or epileptic for example has a medical event and goes down a hill or someone 
making some kind of misjudgement. All of this depends on the person behind the wheel, 
not government.” 

“Reducing speed limits aren't going to stop one death from happening on our roads.” 

ii. The need for these changes is not justified by the data, which should drive the decision-
making regarding speed limits 

“Reverting limit decreases especially on main arterial roads should happen. Since when 
has a wide shouldered dual carriage road necessitated a 50kph speed limit, down from 60. 
All across Western, Southern and Eastern Hamilton the arterial roads have had their limits 
altered in what appears to be an ad hoc basis. Traffic isn't any better or worse during peak 
times but now traffic is generally heavier on many of these roads during off-peak times 
and this has occurred post limit decreases. Also many drivers haven't noticed the limit 
drops and I have seen many more dangerous incidents since the drop than I did in the 
years prior. Finally vision to zero is another virtue signalling governmental drive. This is a 
highly unlikely eventuality.” 

iii. Decreasing the speed limits within Hamilton will increase problems on roads within 
Hamilton. 

“You have already decided to lower speeds on the streets, but why are you proposing this, 
have there been death accidents on the streets, if not then this is just following what the 
central government is wanting implemented, you will cause frustration to drivers more 
work for the stretched police force, what about emergency services what will the impact of 
slower traffic have on them, and so far you haven’t been great at communicating with 
them, with your stupid pot plantings road closures around Founders theatre. Leave the 
speed at 50 kph so visitors from other parts of New Zealand and around the world can feel 
comfortable as 50 kph is common in other countries.” 
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28. One respondent (2%) did not indicate a preference for either Option One or Two. 

29. 10 submitters have indicated that they wish to provide a verbal presentation to the Hearings 
and Engagement Committee.  

30. A summary and analysis of submissions, including details of the public engagement process 
and key themes from the feedback is outlined in Attachment 2.  

Next Steps 

31. Following this meeting of the Hearing and Engagement Committee meeting, to consider all 
submissions and hear those making verbal presentations of their submissions, a Deliberations 
and Adoption report will be prepared by staff and presented to the 9 August 2022 
Infrastructure Operations Committee meeting. 

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 

32. The key costs associated with this project have been consultation materials and staff time 
managing the consultation process and completing committee reports.  The costs incurred to 
date are within the previously estimates provided in the 24 February 2022 report to 
Infrastructure Operations Committee of approximately $10,000 - $15,000.  

33. This is a planned operating activity funded through the approved 2021-31 Long-Term Plan and 
is included within existing operating budgets.  

34. The total costs are inclusive of staff time, legal review, consultation and advertising. 

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

35. Staff confirm that the staff recommendations comply with Council’s legal and policy 
requirements, and consultation complies with section 83 of the Local Government Act 2002. 

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 
36. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the 

social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for 
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’). 

37. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the 
process of developing this report as outlined below. 

38. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose. 

Social 

39. Social wellbeing is defined as the capacity of individuals, their families, whaanau, iwi, hapuu 
and a range of communities to set goals and achieve them. 

40. The proposed speed limit changes improve safety for all road users but especially for those 
who are walking, biking and scooting around the city.  

41. The review of the Speed Management Plan is an opportunity to consider how speed can be 
managed to ensure Hamilton continues to be a great place to play and be active and that its 
community remains accessible, safe and healthy. 

42. The review will also ensure that an up-to-date Hamilton Speed Management Plan is available 
as a tool for community education on the impacts of speed management, pedestrian 
movement, sustaining networks and further improving safety. 
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Economic 

43. Economic wellbeing is defined as the capacity of the economy to generate employment and 
wealth necessary for present and future financial security. 

44. It is not considered that the review of the plan will be inconsistent or contrary to economic 
wellbeing outcomes. 

Environmental 

45. Environmental wellbeing is defined as the capacity of the natural environment to support, in a 
sustainable way, the activities that constitute community life. 

46. The review of the Speed Management Plan will ensure that the transport networks speeds 
continue to be operated as efficiently as possible thereby minimising the adverse effects on 
the environment. The Speed Management Plan will also reduce directly greenhouse emission 
associated with faster speeds and car-centric urbanisation. 

47. The proposed Speed Management Plan supports the increased use of active travel (walking 
and biking) within the community and therefore reduce the negative impact on the 
environment. 

Cultural 

48. Cultural wellbeing is defined as the capacity of communities to retain, interpret and express 
their shared beliefs, values, customs, behaviours, and identities. 

49. Early engagement has been completed with Te Haa o te whenua o Kirikiriroa (THaWK) and 
Ngaati Wairere. 

50. The Speed Management Plan was developed in alignment and is consistent with the Hamilton 
Cities Pillars of Wellbeing Strategy ‘He Pou Manawa Ora’. 

51. No specific cultural considerations were identified in the development of this report in relation 
to the review of the Hamilton Speed Management Plan. 

Risks - Tuuraru 

52. There are no known risks associated with the decisions required for this matter.  

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
Significance 

53.  Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and Engagement Policy 
and have assessed that the recommendation(s) in this report has/have a low level of 
significance. 

Engagement 

54. There is a statutory requirement to consult as per legislation outlined below. 

i. Special Consultative Procedures are required to be followed these are set out in Section 
83 of the Local Government Act 2002.  

ii. Consultation requirements are also set out in the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed 
Limits 2017. 
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55. The public and stakeholders were invited to provide formal feedback through the public 
consultation from 28 February- 14 April 2022 so that their views could be captured on the 
proposal to retain the current Hamilton Speed Management Plan with minor amendments. 

56. Submitters have been given an opportunity to present their views in a spoken form at the 
Hearings and Engagement Committee on 21 June 2022. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Hamilton City Speed Management Plan Refresh 2022- Statement of Proposal 

Attachment 2 - Speed Management Plan Review 2022 - Submissions Insights Report - May 2022  
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Committee: Hearings and Engagement 
Committee 

Date: 21 June 2022 

Author: Narelle Waite Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne 

Position: Governance Advisor Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager 

Report Name: Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Hearings Panel Terms of Reference 
Proposed Amendment 

Report Status Open 

Purpose - Take 
1. To seek a recommendation from the Hearings and Engagement Committee to the Council of

amendments to the Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel Terms of Reference.

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi (Recommendation to the Council) 
2. That the Hearings and Engagement Committee:

a) receives the report;

b) recommends that the Council:

i. approves the amendments to the Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel Terms of
Reference as outlined in Attachment 1 of the staff report; and

ii. notes that the amendments to the Terms of Reference do not change the powers of the
Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel but only reflect the recent change in process for
setting Speed Limits.

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
3. The current Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel Terms of Reference were approved by the

Council on the 30 September 2021 when the Panel was established.

4. The Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure panel currently has delegations to consider and determine
changes to Hamilton City speed limits, parking restrictions, road closures and other traffic matters.

5. The current Terms of Reference refers to the Hamilton City Speed Limit Bylaw 2018 (the Speed Limit
Bylaw).

6. On Tuesday 18 April 2022, Transport Minister Wood signed the new Land Transport Rule - “Setting of
Speed Limits 2022 (the Rule)” into legislation, which came into force on 19 May 2022.

7. The establishment of the Rule removed the requirement of councils to pass a bylaw to set speed
limits, and the Infrastructure Operations Committee therefore recommended to the Council to
revoke the Hamilton City Council Speed Limit Bylaw 2018, effective 20 July 2022.
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8. Council will continue to set city speed limits as identified in Council’s Speed Management Plan using
the Rule as the new regulatory framework and the National Speed Limits Register as the legal
instrument to record the speed limits set.

9. Staff therefore recommend that the Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel Terms of Reference
be amended to refer to the Speed Management Plan.

10. Staff consider the matters in this report have a low significance and that the recommendations
comply with the Council’s legal requirements.

Discussion - Matapaki 
11. The establishment of the Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel allowed Council to hear and

determine regulatory matters concerning traffic, separate from the parent Hearings and Engagement
Committee.

12. The panel hears matters concerning speed limits, parking restrictions, road closures and other traffic
matters following consultation.

13. The Membership for the panel is five (5) members and quorum is three (3). This membership
structure enables the traffic panel to be flexible and responsive to any short notice traffic matters
which need to be heard.

14. Section 2 of the current Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel Terms of Reference enables the
panel to consider and determine changes the register and restrictions in the Speed Limit Bylaw.

15. The General Manager’s Report to the Infrastructure Operations Committee 31 May 2022 outlined
the details of the new legislation, “Setting of Speed Limits 2022 (the Rule)”. The legislation includes
the creation of a National Speed Limit Register which supersedes the current Speed Limit Bylaw.

16. The Infrastructure Operations Committee therefore recommended that the Council revoke the Speed
Limit Bylaw.

17. It is recommended to amend the Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Panel Terms of Reference to
align with the process changes and to allow the panel to continue their current purpose.

18. Staff recommend changing the Terms of Reference to delegate the Traffic Panel “… To consider and
determine traffic and speed related matters, including those detailed in the Traffic Bylaw and Speed
Management Plan.”

19. The proposed amendment Terms of Reference is provided as Attachment 1 (tracked changes) and
Attachment 2 (clean).

20. The amendments proposed do not alter the current delegations of the Traffic Panel. The amendment
is intended to reflect the current process changes to management Speed Limits.

21. If these changes to the Terms of Reference are not approved, all Speed Limit changes will be required
to be brought to the Hearings and Engagement Committee or the Council. Staff do not recommend
this course of action because this will not allow Council to be as agile in setting and amending city
speed limits.

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 

22. There are no financial implications of this decision.

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture

23. Staff confirm that the option to change the Terms of Reference complies with the Council’s legal and
policy requirements.

Itemm
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Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 
24. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the social,

economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for the future
(‘the 4 wellbeings’).

25. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the process
of developing this report.

26. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose.

27. There are no known social, economic, environmental and cultural considerations associated with this
matter in this report.

Risks - Tuuraru 

28. There are no known risks associated with this matter.

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 

Significance 

29. Having considered the Significance and Engagement Policy, staff have assessed that the matter in this
report has a low level of significance.

Engagement 

30. Given the low level of significance determined, the engagement level is low. No engagement is
required.

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 – Hearings and Engagement Committee and Panel Terms of Reference 2019-2022 - 21 June 

2022 (tracked changes) 

Attachment 2 - Hearings and Engagement Committee and Panel Terms of Reference - 21 June 2022 (clean) 
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Hearings and Engagement Committee  

Reports to:  Council 

Chairperson:  Cr Ewan Wilson 

Deputy Chairperson:  Cr Mark Donovan 

Membership:  The Mayor and all Councillors, and relevant Maangai Maaori (the latter only 

attending meetings addressing matters relevant to the Committee they are 

a member of)  

Meeting frequency:  As required 

Quorum:  Three members (for matters relating to those functions in paragraph 3 and 4 

below). 

     Eight members for all other functions.   

Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on a range of the Council’s

quasi‐judicial functions under legislation and other matters as referred to the Committee.

2. To convene and coordinate advisory groups or panels on matters referred by other Committees.

The Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

3. Hear and determine any statutory or regulatory hearings under relevant legislation unless

otherwise delegated by Council, including (but without limitation):

‐ objections under the Dog Control Act 1996; *see special note

‐ matters regarding drainage and works on private land under the Local Government Act 1974
and Local Government Act 2002; 

‐ proposals for temporary closure of any road. *see special note 

4. Consider and determine traffic and speed limit related matters, including those detailed in the

Traffic Bylaw and Speed Management Plan, including hearing any submissions relating to those

proposed changes.Consider and determine changes to the registers and restrictions in the Traffic

Bylaw and Speed Limit Bylaw, including hearing any submissions relating to those proposed

changes.  *see special note

5. Hear and determine matters arising under current bylaws and policies, including applications for

dispensation from compliance with the requirements of bylaws or policies, unless such matters

are otherwise delegated by Council.

6. Hear and determine other matters that require hearings or submissions, as referred by Council or

other Committees.

A
ttachm

entt
1 

Itemm
6 

Hearings and Engagement Committee Agenda 21 June 2022- OPEN Page 40 of 46 



23 

The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 

 Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference.

 Approval of the establishment of hearings panels and their terms of reference.

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 

 The Committee may make recommendations to the Council.

 The Committee may make recommendations to Committees.

Special Notes: 

 The Committee may request expert advice through the Chief Executive when necessary.

 The Committee may appoint additional members for hearings where the relevant terms of

reference specify the requirement for expert or external representation.

 The following Hearings Panels have been established:

o Dog Control Hearings Panel

o Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Hearings Panel
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Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Hearings 

Panel 

Reports to:    The Hearings and Engagement Committee 

Chairperson:    Cr Ewan Wilson  

Membership:    Cr Maxine van Oosten 
Cr Mark Donovan 
Cr Martin Gallagher 
Cr Rob Pascoe 

Meeting frequency:   As required 

Quorum:   Three members 

Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on objections relating to the
Traffic Bylaw, Speed Limit Bylaw, and proposals for temporary closure of any road.

The Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

2. To consider and determine traffic and speed limit related matters, including those detailed in
the Traffic Bylaw and Speed Management Plan, changes to the registers and restrictions in the
Traffic Bylaw and Speed Limit Bylaw, including hearing any submissions relating to those
proposed changes.

3. To hear and determine statutory or regulatory hearings and make determinations on objections
relating to proposals for the temporary closure of any road.
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Hearings and Engagement Committee 
Reports to: Council 

Chairperson: Cr Ewan Wilson 

Deputy Chairperson: Cr Mark Donovan 

Membership: The Mayor and all Councillors, and relevant Maangai Maaori (the latter only 
attending meetings addressing matters relevant to the Committee they are 
a member of)  

Meeting frequency: As required 

Quorum: Three members (for matters relating to those functions in paragraph 3 and 4 
below). 

 Eight members for all other functions. 

Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on a range of the Council’s
quasi-judicial functions under legislation and other matters as referred to the Committee.

2. To convene and coordinate advisory groups or panels on matters referred by other Committees.

The Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

3. Hear and determine any statutory or regulatory hearings under relevant legislation unless
otherwise delegated by Council, including (but without limitation):
- objections under the Dog Control Act 1996; *see special note

- matters regarding drainage and works on private land under the Local Government Act 1974
and Local Government Act 2002;

- proposals for temporary closure of any road. *see special note

4. Consider and determine traffic and speed limit related matters, including those detailed in the
Traffic Bylaw and Speed Management Plan, including hearing any submissions relating to those
proposed changes. *see special note

5. Hear and determine matters arising under current bylaws and policies, including applications for
dispensation from compliance with the requirements of bylaws or policies, unless such matters
are otherwise delegated by Council.

6. Hear and determine other matters that require hearings or submissions, as referred by Council or
other Committees.
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The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 

• Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference.

• Approval of the establishment of hearings panels and their terms of reference.

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 

• The Committee may make recommendations to the Council.

• The Committee may make recommendations to Committees.

Special Notes: 

• The Committee may request expert advice through the Chief Executive when necessary.

• The Committee may appoint additional members for hearings where the relevant terms of
reference specify the requirement for expert or external representation.

• The following Hearings Panels have been established:

o Dog Control Hearings Panel

o Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Hearings Panel
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Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Hearings 
Panel 
Reports to: The Hearings and Engagement Committee 

Chairperson: Cr Ewan Wilson  

Membership: Cr Maxine van Oosten 
Cr Mark Donovan 
Cr Martin Gallagher 
Cr Rob Pascoe 

Meeting frequency:  As required 

Quorum: Three members 

Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on objections relating to the
Traffic Bylaw, Speed Limit Bylaw, and proposals for temporary closure of any road.

The Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

2. To consider and determine traffic and speed limit related matters, including those detailed in
the Traffic Bylaw and Speed Management Plan, including hearing any submissions relating to
those proposed changes.

3. To hear and determine statutory or regulatory hearings and make determinations on objections
relating to proposals for the temporary closure of any road.
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