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Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on a range of the Council’s quasi-

judicial functions under legislation and other matters as referred to the Committee.

2. To convene and coordinate advisory groups on matters referred by other Committees.

The Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

1. Hear and determine any statutory or regulatory hearings under relevant legislation unless otherwise

delegated by Council, including (but without limitation):

- objections under the Dog Control Act 1996;

- matters regarding drainage and works on private land under the Local Government Act 1974 and
Local Government Act 2002; 

- proposals for temporary closure of any road. 

2. Consider and determine changes to the registers and restrictions in the Traffic Bylaw and Speed Limit
Bylaw, including hearing any submissions relating to those proposed changes.

3. Hear and determine matters arising under current bylaws and policies, including applications for

dispensation from compliance with the requirements of bylaws or policies, unless such matters are

otherwise delegated by Council.

4. Hear and determine other matters that require hearings or submissions, as referred by Council or

other Committees.

The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 

• Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference.

• Approval of the establishment of hearings panels and their terms of reference.

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 

• The Committee may make recommendations to the Council.

• The Committee may make recommendations to Committees.

Special Notes: 

• The Committee may request expert advice through the Chief Executive when necessary.

• The Committee may appoint additional members for hearings where the relevant terms of reference

specify the requirement for expert or external representation.
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1 Apologies – Tono aroha  

2 Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 

3 Declaration of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  
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Committee: Hearings and Engagement 

Committee 

Date: 25 August 2020 

Author: Sandra Murray Authoriser: Jen Baird  

Position: Consultant Position: General Manager City Growth 

Report Name: Safety in Public Places Bylaw submissions report 

Report Status Open 

Purpose - Take 

1. To inform the Hearings and Engagement Committee of the submissions received in response to
public consultation on the review of the Safety in Public Places Bylaw 2014.

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 

2. That the Hearings and Engagement Committee:

a) receives the report;

b) hears and considers the submissions for the Safety in Public Places Bylaw review; and

c) notes that a Deliberations Report for the Safety in Public Places Bylaw review will be
considered at the 29 September 2020 Community Committee meeting.

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 

3. The Council is required to review its Safety in Public Places Bylaw 2014 (the Bylaw)
(Attachment 1) to meet its legislative requirements under the Local Government Act 2002
(s159, the LGA).

4. This requirement provides an opportunity for the Council to engage the community on how
the current Bylaw is working and to consider feedback.

5. At a meeting on 19 May 2020, the Council resolved that the bylaw is the most appropriate way
of addressing the perceived problems in relation to controlling nuisance behaviour in Hamilton
and approved the proposed Bylaw for public consultation for one month from 1 June to 30
June 2020.

6. At this meeting, members of the Hearings and Engagement Committee will hear from those
submitters who wish to speak to their written submission.

7. Staff consider the decision in this report has low significance and that the recommendations
comply with the Council’s legal requirements.

Background - Kooreo whaimaarama 

8. Hamilton City Council has an existing Safety in Public Places Bylaw 2014.
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9. Staff consider that the existing Bylaw is fit for purpose and recommended minor amendments
to provide clarification and better alignment with recent amendments to the Psychoactive
Substances Act.

10. The purpose of the existing Bylaw is to set controls and assist staff to manage nuisance
behaviour within Hamilton.

11. Nuisance behaviour is defined in the bylaw as:

• Begging in a public place in a manner that is likely to cause harassment, alarm, or
distress to any reasonable person, or causes an unreasonable interference with the
peace, comfort or convenience of any person.

• Sleeping in a public place in such a way as to cause an obstruction.

• Urinating or defecating in a public place other than a toilet.

• Consuming, injecting, inhaling or ingesting a mind-altering substance in a public place.

• Any conduct in a public place that is likely to cause unreasonable interference with the
peace, comfort or convenience of a reasonable person in the circumstances in which it
occurs, whether that person is in a public place, to the extent that it disturbs public
order and is more than those subjected to it should have to tolerate.

12. Staff note that no prosecutions have ever been taken under the Bylaw.

13. The Bylaw is a useful tool for staff to refer to when managing public behaviour, as it provides
clear direction on what constitutes nuisance behaviour when in discussion with a person on
the street.

14. Proposed amendments included:

• The Bylaw includes “Riding a skateboard within the areas defined in the Skateboarding
Prohibited Areas Register” as nuisance behaviour. Staff recommend all reference 
to skateboarding as a nuisance behaviour is removed as: 

­ few problems have been encountered from skateboard use; and 

­ attitudes towards skateboarding have changed, with active transport options 
(such as skateboarding and using scooters) now viewed as part of the range 
of transport options available to people. 

• Amendments to the definition of ‘psychoactive substances’ and the removal of ‘mind-
altering substance’ to clarify these substances in light of previous changes to the
Psychoactive Substances Act and future potential changes to cannabis legislation.

15. If the recommendations are not approved by the Council, skateboarding will continue to be
considered nuisance behaviour in some situations; there may also be potential for confusion
regarding the intent of the Bylaw, particularly with potential future changes to cannabis
legislation.

16. Staff consider the matters in this report to have a low significance and that the
recommendations comply with the Council’s legal requirements.

Discussion 

17. Public consultation occurred for one month from 1 June to 30 June 2020, resulting in a total of
105 submissions. This number includes submissions from 10 organisations.

18. Stakeholders were notified of the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed
amendments through the Council’s website and newsletters, via the Hamilton Central Business
Association and via direct email from the Council’s database of central city businesses.
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19. The proposed bylaw and Statement of Proposal are attached to this report.

20. Ninety-three submitters (89%) supported the proposed Bylaw with minor amendments; 11
submitters (11%) supported the continuation of the current Bylaw (without amendments).

21. Seventy-nine submitters (75%) indicated they lived in Hamilton, and 27 submitters (38%) lived
outside of Hamilton. Three submitters did not provide a response.

Key themes from the 89% of submitters who supported the continuation of the current Bylaw with 
minor amendments: 

22. Themes:

Theme Example Comment 

Should not differentiate 
between skateboards 
and other active modes 
of transport 

“I support a blanket removal of skateboarding from the bylaw. A comment on the 
Facebook post leads me to add that I would be strongly opposed to any version of 
the bylaw that differentiated between skateboarding for transport and 
skateboarding for leisure more broadly. Both are valid and neither should be 
categorised as nuisance behaviour.” 

Skateboarding – Is not a 
crime 

“Skateboarding is not a crime! I regularly use it as form of transport to get around 
NZ cities” 

Skateboarding – Healthy 
and active / a sport 

“Skate boarding is not a public nuisance. Not only is it a mode of transportation it 
is a sport, art and leisure and it is ones right to express and exercise this freedom.”  

“Skating deserves as much respect as other sports. Rugby players have the field 
and we have skateparks and streets. The streets are our playground and all the 
skaters i know respect the public and understand if were being disruptive.” 

Skateboarding – Good 
for the environment 

“Skateboarding is good for transport and eco friendly.” 

“Skateboards, scooters and the like have become genuine, environmentally 
friendly alternatives modes of transport and it would be a shame to not recognise 
this in the Bylaw.” 

Skateboarders are 
mostly responsible 

“Skateboarders are generally courteous and considerate and should not be 
discriminated against.” 

Skateboarding – Good 
for teens 

“It's a great creative outlet for teenagers and is often a hobby that people 
continue with into their later years - not to mention a great source of transport.” 

“Skateboarding is a break away gives kids the chance to express freedom and 
creativity, i believe it will help reduce mischief and also encourage kids to move 
away from computer games having more freedom to skate different places.” 

Skateboarding – Good 
for mental health / well-
being  

“Skateboarding is not a crime and never has been. It's a form of transport for some 
and an escape for others to enjoy and express themselves.” 

“To support skateboarding is to invest in wellbeing and zero-carbon transport. I 
have worked with the Wellington city council in publishing their skate engagement 
report and they are in strong agreement that skateboarding promotes mental 
health, physical exercise and community.” 

Council to be more in 
touch with young people  

“Skateboarding is a form of transport for our future ratepayers. Include them in 
the city. It's their city too.” 

“Skateboarding, scooters and bikes are a green form of transport and a minor 
change to the bylaw reflects changing trends and attitudes.”  
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Skateboards – Removal 
of stigma 

“I skateboard to school through town. I am scared my skateboard will be taken off 
me and I am worried that old people think I sell marijuana because I ride a 
skateboard.”  

“Skateboarding is a mainstream form of transport for many in 2020, it has 
transcended it's stigma of troublesome youth, and provides a clean, green means 
to get around for people of all ages now.  New Zealand leads the way in changing 
these policies and being a place that is accepting of all, now, in a world torn apart 
by division, it is evermore important to accept each other, to show kindness, and 
remove the bias that have long been held against people who ride skateboards.  
Do the right thing and move forward.” 

Skateboarding - Praise 
for Council 

“I think it's about time, and I'm glad the council has considered this change.” 

“It's been amazing to see Hamilton finally funding some upgrades to the current 
skateparks after the most popular place (the Melville skating rink) was made 
unusable for skateboarders for the last 5-10 years. It seems like this change to the 
current Bylaw is the final piece to push skateboarding in Hamilton and kill the false 
stigma that once surrounded it.” 

Encourage a vibrant CBD “More people and activity in the CBD will provide more economic stability for local 
businesses, if there are designated areas which encourage skateboarding it will 
confine skateboarders to that area lessening damages to surrounding private 
property. An active CBD will encourage community engagement, social interaction 
and diversity.” 

Better use of public 
spaces 

“Skateboarding is a good use of public space.  More public spaces should allow 
skateboarding or ideally be designed / re-purposed to encourage skateboarding 
and similar activities.” 

23. Seven submitters indicated “No” to the question “Should Hamilton continue its current
Hamilton Safety in Public Places Bylaw with the proposed minor changes?”, while making
comments that clearly indicated support for removing the ban on skateboards.

24. Where it is clear the submitter supported the removal of the ban on skateboards, staff have
counted the submitter as a ‘Yes’. All examples of these cases are below:

Comments made by seven submitters who selected ‘No’ but made comments that indicated they meant ‘Yes’ 

“Well I see it that a person that has no idea that can ride a line scooter but then a person like myself has been 
riding a skate board for 20+ years is not allowed. Skateboarding is not a crime” 

“At this point I don’t see any reason to stop skateboarding. The majority of people are responsible. If everyone 
is happy enough with lime scooters throughout the city centre, it’s a bit hypocritical to allow them and no 
skateboarding. Better yet you could provide a safe place for people to skate. Most of the parks with skating 
areas are always popular. Perhaps another option is to trial things with no ban and see how it goes? The only 
concern I would have is about pedestrians, but again, if lime scooters have been fine, I doubt it would be a 
problem.” 

“If we are willing to allow other forms of transportation, for example Lime scooters, why not skateboards. In 
the past I have had a skateboard impounded for a week due to skating in garden place and although this was a 
long time ago, I’d rather it not happen to others. Hamilton has a rich history with skateboarding even on an 
international scale which we all see but take the risk to participate with your $20 impound fee but worse losing 
transport for a week. Although section 11 of the LTSA exists and we can skate on the road it’s not a safe option 
for people considering tight roads in the cbd.” 

“I’m an avid skateboarder. I love to commute and explore the city and passing through the CBD is awesome 
seeing all the changes taking place and buildings being revitalised. I have had my board confiscated for skating 
around the council building so most of the time we prefer to skate at night with less people around. Also I went 
to Wellington for a skate trip and their Town Hall had a shared walking/skateable space for where it was it was 
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relatively busy with families, tourists, skateboarders and people. I have a couple of photos and videos of it I can 
upload to you as well to reference.” 

“Skateboarding is equally as safe as riding a bike, driving a car, riding a horse or walking a dog. Skateboarding 
is a great way to get around shops or to collect groceries from the butchers or vegetable stores. (Sorry can not 
comment on supermarkets since I refuse to use them) Some days I travel 15km to and from work and out to 
Melville from Frankton in order to get a little exercise.  (I feel naked without a skateboard by my side, in much 
the same way as I feel lonely without our heritage herds in our forests)” 

“Skateboarding and BMX needs to be legal to express there art form and not be under a criminal agrigore by 
the public and law.” 

“Lift the Skateboarding ban.” 

25. All 10 organisations who submitted on the Bylaw supported the proposed changes. 

Organisations submitting in support of the proposed changes to the Bylaw 

• Acid NZ ltd 

• Backdoor surf shop 

• Emergency Accommodation Trust (E.A.T) 

• Hamilton Central Business Association 

• Htown Skate Project (HSP) 

• Kingswood 

• NZ Freestyle BMX 

• Onboard Skate School 

• Skateboarders of Hamilton city 

• Slide hustle New Zealand 

• Wellington Longboard Association 

Key themes from the 11% of submitters who supported the continuation of the current Bylaw 
(without amendments): 

26. Themes: 

Theme Example Comment 

Skateboards - Safety “Besides the elderly who would be anxious mothers coming into the City for School 
holiday treat have, besides worrying about young children crossing the roads will have 
to be alert - children move so quickly and would not be aware of imminent danger.” 

Skateboards – 
Skateboarders lack 
care of others  

“I believe Skateboards should still be classified as a nuisance to the public. Majority of 
those i have witnessed in the CBD lack care of others personal space. Electric scooters 
in the CBD is generally okay being that it has a motorised engine people tend to use 
alot more caution using it around others where as a person on a skateboard would 
not.” 

Skateboards - Noise “My concern is with the use of skateboards. I am in agreement that as a form of 
transport, they are on a par with the e scooters, etc, with 2 differences.  

A) a large percent of them are quite loud, exaggerated by the "cobbles" in CBD  

B) There is a reasons skate parks are in open spaces such as parks. The acrobatics and 
moves made by them are extremely loud, constantly intrusive, and   whilst I admire 
their athletic prowess, as a resident of Garden Place, it is almost mentally disturbing to 
have to listen to it  And we do, as even now, there are groups of up to 8 skateboarders 
doing leaps and jumps off the stage in the evenings, and weekends.  Nothing is done 
about this. It is so disturbing. So I BEG you, please do not allow skateboarding except 
as a through means of transport, with notation about the nuisance aspect. If this is 
about "rights" my rights need to be considered as well. Thank you.” 

Skateboards – 
Resident concerns 

“I live in garden place, and skateboards, to put it mildly are a nuisance.  Youths use 
them at high speeds, potentially knocking pedestrians over.  It is my belief that 
skateboard use should be confined to designated skate parks or specifically designated 
spaces.”   



 

Hearings and Engagement Committee Agenda 25 August 2020- OPEN Page 10 of 45 

Ite
m

 4
 

“… those who use skateboards in Garden place, tend to use the available tables and 
seating outside as a makeshift skate ramp.  The behaviour is both inappropriate, and 
dangerous as these manoevres can result in injury, either to a skateboard user, or a 
pedestrian.” 

Skateboards -  
Not in CBD 

“I am completely against skateboards in the CBD area particularly in Garden Place.” 
 

Skateboards - Only 
allowed in CBD 

“Skate boarding should only be allowed in certial places in the city like in the square” 

Wider concerns 
around active modes 
of transport) 

“It already not that safe from scooters reintroducing skate boards will make it worse” 
 
 

 

27. One submitter indicated “Yes” to the question “Should Hamilton continue its current Hamilton 
Safety in Public Places Bylaw with the proposed minor changes?”; while making a comment 
that clearly indicated they did not support removing the ban on skateboards.  

28. This submitter was counted as a ‘No’ and their comment is as follows: 

“I feel firm on this for the safety of our elderly and our younger citizens. After all if a person on a 
skateboard / scooter was to bang into my mother (intentional or not) with how fail her skin and 
her bones are (even though you can’t tell that just looking at her) they would do serious damage.  
There are also other people in our communities like this. 

My daughter who is autistic struggles enough with the noises and movement of pedestrians and 
vehicles as well as the noise, which makes taking her shopping anywhere hard - the noise that 
skate boards and scooters make along the footpaths are particularly bad triggers not just for my 
daughter but also for a friend of hers who is on the spectrum.  

If you were to ammend the by law, please make it so the skate boards and scooters in the cbd 
need to be treated like vehicles and use the bike paths where available or the road. (As using the 
foot paths along with pedestrians would also make it easier for the opportunistic thief to snatch 
bags from people & we all know they go after our most vulnerable)  

Please stick with the by laws and amendments. Thank you. I feel the risk is too high to remove the 
by law altogether” 

29. Two submitters did not indicate support for either option. One did not comment and the other 
provided the following comment: 

“Currently it is illegal to ride a pushbike on a footpath beside a road. It is however ok to rid on the 
river paths and some of the lake walkway. A bylaw is needed so it is SAFE for pedestrians and 
bikes (scooters etc) to co-exist. Bikes etc should all be expected to warn pedestrians they are 
approaching from behind and need to keep left as on a road. Have a look at the bylaws for cycling 
in Calgary, Alberta, Canada - They've got is sorted!!” 

30. Submitters suggested the following amendments to the Bylaw: 

• Require skateboards and scooters in the CBD to use bike paths where available or the 
road. 

• Continue to treat loitering, damaging railings and curbs, ‘doing tricks’ or otherwise 
being disruptive as nuisance behaviour.  

31. Submitters suggested the following general suggestions: 

• Better education for active transport users and pedestrians on how to co-exist on 
roads and footpaths.  
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• Signage that relates to educating the public on the Bylaw to encourage appropriate
behaviour. This should include visuals/images and wording that sends a positive
message rather than all signage having the word No as a starting point. This would
make the city communication friendlier and potentially achieve positive behavioural
change.

• Council should ensure public furniture is ‘skateboard proof’, as has occurred in
Auckland.

32. Staff make no recommendations regarding these suggestions. However, if any amendments
are to be made, further legal review is recommended, prior to change.

33. A full copy of the submissions is available online.

Next steps 

34. The next step in the process is that staff will prepare a deliberation report for the Council
meeting on 17 Sept 2020.

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 

35. This is a regular operating activity funded through the Long-Term Plan.

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

Staff confirm that this matter complies with the Council’s legal and policy requirements. 

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga  
36. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the

social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’).

37. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the
process of developing this report as outlined below.

38. Each of the 4 wellbeings will be thoroughly analysed as part of the Safety in Public Places Bylaw
Review as part of a wellbeing case.

39. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose.

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
Significance 

40. Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and Engagement Policy
and have assessed that the recommendation(s) in this report has/have a low level of
significance.

Attachments 

Attachment 1 - Hamilton Safety in Public Places Bylaw 2019 Review - Tracked Changes 

Attachment 2 - Statement of Proposal - Safety in Public Places Bylaw  

https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/city-planning/safety-in-public-places-bylaw/consultation/download_file?squid=question-2020-05-25-6431931462-filesubquestion&user=ANON-A2BK-C7VK-U
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Committee: Hearings and Engagement 

Committee 

Date: 25 August 2020 

Author: Joanna van Walraven Authoriser: Lance Vervoort  

Position: Policy and Strategy Advisor Position: General Manager Community 

Report Name: Hamilton Gardens Management Plan - Submissions 

Report Status Open 

Purpose - Take 

1. To inform the Hearings and Engagement Committee on submissions received for an alternative
option that responded to submitter and public feedback to retain the Rhododendron Lawn as
part of the Draft Hamilton Gardens Management Plan.

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 

2. That the Hearings and Engagement Committee:

a) receives the report;

b) hears and considers public submissions with regard to the consultation process that was
held from 11 July 2020 to 9 August 2020; and

c) notes that a Deliberations Report that includes feedback from the initial consultation (8
April 2019 to 9 June 2019) and feedback from the 11 July 2020 to 9 August 2020
consultation will be brought to the Community Committee on 29 September 2020.

Executive Summary- Whakaraapopototanga matua 

3. The draft Hamilton Gardens Management Plan (Draft Plan) was prepared in accordance with
the requirements of the Reserves Act (1977).

4. Public consultation on the Draft Plan took place during the period 8 April 2019 to 9 June 2019.

5. Following significant public and submitter interest regarding the future of the Rhododendron
Lawn under the Draft Plan arising during and following the hearings process, the previous
Council resolved, at their meeting on 26 September 2019 to consider the Deliberations Report
on the Draft Plan, to refer this matter to the incoming Council.

6. The deliberations process remains ‘live’ until the Council formally decides to approve or not
approve a new management plan for the Hamilton Gardens.

7. Staff identified an alternative option that would relocate the proposed car parks and retain the
Rhododendron Lawn as well as incorporate Elected Member’s feedback that the design should
better accommodate other transport modes, such as public transport, walking and cycling.

8. The Hamilton Gardens Project Governance Group (PGG) and independent legal advice
recommended that the Council undertake further public consultation on the specific matter of
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the future of the Rhododendron Lawn and present an ‘upper site’ option which responds to 
concerns about the potential loss of the Lawn. 

9. Staff consider the decision in this report has low significance and that the recommendations
comply with the Council’s legal requirements.

Discussion - Matapaki 

10. Consultation documentation containing information about the new proposal to retain the
Rhododendron Lawn was approved for public engagement by the Council on 28 May 2020.

11. During the period of public consultation between Saturday 11 July 2020 and Sunday 9 August
2020, the Council received 875 submissions; 758 online and 117 hard copies.

12. A summary and analysis of submissions, including details of the public engagement process, is
outlined in Attachment 1.

13. The majority (84%) of submitters supported the new proposal, 13% did not support the
proposal and 3% did not answer the question.

Main Themes 

14. The key themes for comments from submitters who supported the new concept related to
suggestions about carparks, modes of travel other than cars, relocation/restoration of the
glasshouses, road access and the tree top walkway.

15. The key themes for comments from submitters who did not support the new concept included
the walking distance from carparks, retaining open spaces, retaining/relocating the
glasshouses, supporting the previous layout, modes of travel other than cars and concerns
about the treetop walkway.

16. These themes are expanded upon in the submissions analysis report which is attachment 1 of
this report.

Next Steps 

17. Following the Hearing and Engagement Committee meeting which will consider all submissions
relating to the 2020 consultation process and hear those making verbal presentations of their
submissions, a deliberations report will be prepared by staff and brought back to the
Community Committee meeting on 29 September 2020.

No
13%

Not Answered
3%

Yes
84%

Support of new concept
(Submissions through survey)
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18. The adoptions report for The Draft Hamilton Gardens Management Plan is currently scheduled
to be presented to the 22 October 2020 meeting of the Council.

19. If the recommendation to receive this Hearings Report is not approved, the matter will be
referred back to the Council for reconsideration.

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 

20. The total cost to complete this work was approximately $35,000 (including staff costs and
external costs) which is included in the 2019/20 Annual Plan.

Legal and Policy Considerations – Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

21. The purpose of a reserve management plan is to define the strategies, objectives and policies
for the development, operation, management and public use of a reserve. Management plans
provide a link between government legislation, wider Council plans and policies, and influence
other planning and management processes.

22. Staff confirm that that the staff recommendation complies with the Council’s legal and policy
requirements. The process also complies with the Reserves Management Act 1977.

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 

23. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the
social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’).

24. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the
process of developing this report as outlined below.

25. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose.

26. The Hamilton Gardens provides recreational green space and a world-class visitor attraction
for the enjoyment of and use by the local community and domestic and international visitors.

27. The further consultation process from 11 July to 9 August 2020 responded to submitter
feedback from the 2019 consultation and engagement process and the significant public
interest in the future of the Rhododendron Lawn.

28. The further consultation process enabled opportunity for the community to provide feedback
about issues specifically relating to the preservation of the Rhododendron Lawn and share
their views on an alternative option to the Draft Plan.

Economic 

29. The Hamilton Gardens provides recreational green space and a world-class visitor attraction
for the enjoyment of and use by the local community and domestic and international visitors.

30. As Hamilton’s key visitor attraction, the Hamilton Gardens makes both a direct and indirect
contribution to the economic wellbeing of the city and Waikato region and future intentions
for the Gardens’ development will have implications for the city and tourism economies.

Environmental 

31. The Hamilton Gardens provides recreational green space and a world-class visitor attraction
for the enjoyment of and use by the local community and domestic and international visitors.

32. The Draft Plan sets out a vision for future Gardens’ development which will incorporate the
Council’s sustainability and bio-diversity principles, alternative transport modes to reduce
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reliance on travel by private car and the current proactive work by Hamilton Gardens to 
achieve a Carbon-Zero status. 

Cultural 
33. The Hamilton Gardens provides recreational green space and a world-class visitor attraction

for the enjoyment of and use by the local community and domestic and international visitors.

34. The Hamilton Gardens has been developed on a site of great significance for Iwi and their
connections past, present and future need to be well recognised in any future development of
the Gardens.

35. It is important that the Draft Plan recognises the importance of working in partnership with Iwi
on the future development of the Hamilton Gardens to ensure their continuing relationship
with, and aspirations for, the whenua, Waikato Awa, flora and fauna, and the expression of
Maaori culture and traditions are appropriate recognised and achieved through the Plan.

36. Some engagement with Iwi/Mana Whenua partners on Draft Plan occurred in relation to the
earlier consultation round (April – June 2019).  Waikato Tainui submitted on the Draft Plan.

37. The General Manager Community and the Visitor Destinations Manager met with Waikato
Tainui and THAWK representatives via Zoom on Thursday, 14 May 2020 to present the
alternative option and seek their feedback/comments ahead proposed wider public
consultation.

Risks - Tuuraru 

38. There is a risk of public and stakeholder concern and dissatisfaction if the Council is not seen to
respond to the significant public concern regarding the future of the Rhododendron Lawn.

39. There is a risk that further consultation on the specific matter of the Rhododendron Lawn will
be perceived as a broader opportunity to comment on other aspects of the Draft Plan.

40. There are no known legal or policy risks associated with the decisions required for this matter.

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
Significance 

41. Matters within this report are covered by a statutory requirement to consult and therefore,
staff have not assessed the significance of these matters against the key considerations under
the Significance and Engagement Policy significance.

Engagement 

42. Staff undertook both targeted and wider public engagement for this matter.

43. During the week 11-15 May 2020, the General Manager Community and the Visitor
Destinations Manager met (via Zoom) with our Iwi and mana whenua partners, Friends of the
Hamilton Gardens and representatives of the key stakeholder groups that had expressed
concern regarding the potential loss of the Rhododendron lawn during the hearing and
deliberations process as follows:

• 12 May – Friends of the Hamilton Gardens

• 13 May – Creative Waikato and HGAF

• 14 May – Save the Rhododendron Lawn Petition

• 14 May - Waikato Tainui and Te Haa o te Whenua o Kirikiriroa (THAWK)

44. The purpose of these meetings was to share the proposed alternative layout for the Hamilton
Gardens site and the opportunity for feedback or comment ahead of the Council meeting on
28 May where the matter of further consultation would be considered.
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45. The General Manager and Visitor Destinations Manager also explained that submissions from a
further consultation or hearings process on the specific matter of the Rhododendron Lawn as
well as the submissions received through the original 2019 consultation on the Draft Hamilton
Gardens Management Plan would be presented to the Council as part of the deliberations for
the Draft Plan.

46. Appreciation that the Council was responding to the concerns raised was noted by stakeholder
groups. Initial feedback appeared generally supportive and a few comments were made
regarding practical considerations for any future implementation (i.e. ensuring safe pedestrian
access through shared zones etc). The General Manager and Visitor Destinations Manager
encouraged stakeholders to include these comments in any submissions they might make once
consultation was open.

47. At the meeting on 14 May with Waikato Tainui and Te Haa o te Whenua o Kirikiriroa (THAWK),
Waikato Tainui noted their original submission on the Draft Plan. Attendees of the meeting
also noted concerns that Council processes for engaging are not meaningful for Maaori and do
not reflect genuine partnership.  The General Manager and Visitor Destinations Manager
acknowledged the particular significance of the Hamilton Gardens site to Iwi and Mana
Whenua.

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 

Attachment 1 - Hamilton Gardens Management Plan Review Submissions Analysis Report  
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