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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an extraordinary Meeting of the Hearings and Engagement Committee will be 
held on: 
 

Date:  
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Tuesday 1 December 2020 

11.30am 

Council Chamber and Audio-visual Link 
Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 

 
Richard Briggs 

Chief Executive 
 

Hearings and Engagement Committee 

Komiti Whiriwhiri Kaupapa 
OPEN AGENDA 

 

(Whatukoruru Reserve Hearing Report) 
 

Membership  

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr M Gallagher 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr E Wilson 

Members 
 

Mayor P Southgate 
Deputy Mayor G Taylor 
Cr M Bunting  
Cr M Forsyth 
Cr R Hamilton 
Cr D Macpherson 
Cr K Naidoo-Rauf 
Cr R Pascoe 

Cr S Thomson 
Cr M van Oosten 
Cr A O’Leary 
Maangai N Hill 
Maangai J Whetu 
Maangai O Te Ua  
Maangai TP Thompson-Evans 

Meeting frequency As required 

Quorum A majority of members 

 
Becca Brooke 

Governance Manager 
Menetia Mana Whakahaere 

 

24 November 2020 
 

Telephone:  07 838 6727 
Becca.Brooke@hcc.govt.nz 

www.hamilton.govt.nz
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Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on a range of the Council’s quasi-

judicial functions under legislation and other matters as referred to the Committee. 

2. To convene and coordinate advisory groups on matters referred by other Committees. 

The Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

1. Hear and determine any statutory or regulatory hearings under relevant legislation unless otherwise 

delegated by Council, including (but without limitation):  

- objections under the Dog Control Act 1996; 

- matters regarding drainage and works on private land under the Local Government Act 1974 and 
Local Government Act 2002; 

- proposals for temporary closure of any road. 

2. Consider and determine changes to the registers and restrictions in the Traffic Bylaw and Speed Limit 
Bylaw, including hearing any submissions relating to those proposed changes. 

3. Hear and determine matters arising under current bylaws and policies, including applications for 

dispensation from compliance with the requirements of bylaws or policies, unless such matters are 

otherwise delegated by Council. 

4. Hear and determine other matters that require hearings or submissions, as referred by Council or 

other Committees. 

 

The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 

• Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference. 

• Approval of the establishment of hearings panels and their terms of reference. 

 

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 

• The Committee may make recommendations to the Council. 

• The Committee may make recommendations to Committees. 

 

Special Notes: 

• The Committee may request expert advice through the Chief Executive when necessary. 

• The Committee may appoint additional members for hearings where the relevant terms of reference 

specify the requirement for expert or external representation. 
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1 Apologies – Tono aroha   
 

2 Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 
 

3 Declaration of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  
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Committee: Hearings and Engagement 

Committee 

Date: 01 December 2020 

Author: Maria Barrie Authoriser: Chris Allen 

Position: Parks and Recreation Manager  Position: General Manager 

Development 

Report Name: Whatukoruru Reserve Hearing Report 

Report Status Open 

Purpose - Take 

1. To inform the Hearings and Engagement Committee of the submissions received in response to
the publicly notified intention to revoke the reserve status on Whatukoruru Reserve.

2. For the Hearings and Engagement Committee to hear and consider verbal submissions
following consultation undertaken with the public.

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 

3. That the Hearings and Engagement Committee:

a) receives the report;

b) hears and considers submissions to the proposed revocation of the reserve status on
Whatukoruru; and

c) notes that based on the results of this hearing, a Deliberation Report will be brought back to
Council in early 2021.

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 

4. The Growth and Infrastructure Committee meeting of 27 August 2019 approved the action to 
revoke the reserve status on the Whatukoruru Reserve to allow the transfer of land to Waikato 
Tainui to facilitate a land exchange for other land located at Wairere/Cobham Drive which is to 
be used for a road. 

5. Public notification calling for submissions to the proposed revocation of the reserve status
under the Reserve Act 1977 (the Act) has been completed with two submissions received, one
in support Pirairaka, Albert McQueen Io Matua Kore Maaori Incorporation and one against
from Te Hapū o te Wakaminenga Wahi o Maniapoto o Nu Tireni.

6. The Act requires that the Council consider any objection against the proposed revocation of
the reserve status.

7. Staff consider the decision in the report complies with the Council’s legal and statutory
obligations.

https://www.hamilton.govt.nz/AgendasAndMinutes/Growth%20and%20Infrastructure%20Open%20Confirmed%20Minutes%20-%2027%20August%202019.PDF
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Background - Koorero whaimaarama 

8. The Whatukoruru Historic Reserve (Lot 1 DPS 90309) is a historic Paa site, one of many that 
would have existed in the area. It is the best preserved in terms of land form and site features.  

9. The land now known as Whatukoruru Historic reserve was acquired from a private landowner 
and classified as Reserve in 2001.  

10. On the 11 October 2018 Council gave approval for staff to enter into an agreement with 
Waikato Tainui that resolves their Rights of First Refusal relating to the Southern Links 
Designation.  This agreement included the return of Whatukoruru to Waikato Tainui. 

11. Council will be working closely with Waikato Tainui to rehabilitate the site. Plans for the site 
are not yet finalised but are expected to provide full public access, cultural narrative and 
educational opportunities, and capitalise on pedestrian access nearby being delivered as part 
of the roading projects. 

12. As part of the arrangement with Waikato Tainui we are firstly required to revoke (cancel) the 
Historic Reserve status on the Whatukoruru Reserve to allow it to transfer into Waikato Tainui 
ownership. 

13. The Growth and Infrastructure Committee of 27 August 2019 resolved to allow staff to 
commence the revocation of reserve status process to enable any land matters to be resolved. 

14. Council, in compliance with the statutory provisions of the Act have publicly notified the 
intention to revoke the reserve status calling for submissions and objections. 

15. Two submissions were received, one in support Pirairaka, Albert McQueen Io Matua Kore 
Maaori Incorporation (Attachment 1) and one against from Te Hapū o te Wakaminenga Wahi o 
Maniapoto o Nu Tireni (Attachment 2). 

16. The requirement under section 120 of the Act is to consider those submissions, and as per best 
practice, provide the opportunity for those parties to be heard if they wish. 

Discussion - Matapaki 

17. The submission and objection are set out as below: 

Submission/Objection Submitter/Objector Context Comments 

Submission in 
support 

Pirairaka Albert 
McQueen, Oi 
Matua Kore Maaori 
Incorporation 

As a direct descendant of 
original occupiers of Paa site 
supports the return of the 

land. 

 

Objection against Te Hapū o te 
Wakaminenga Wahi 
o Maniapoto o Nu 
Tireni 

Permanent native reserve 
set up for women and child 
land war victims from 
Raukawa, Maniapoto, 
Wanganui, Tuwharetoa in 
1883. 

Original 
Tangata 
Whenua Ngati 
Koura a subset 
of Ngati 
Wairere 

  Removal of the reserve 
status would result in the 
destruction of whai tapu and 
the paa site 

Agreement with 
Waikato Tainui 
ensures the 
continued 
preservation of 
the site. 

https://www.hamilton.govt.nz/AgendasAndMinutes/Growth%20and%20Infrastructure%20Open%20Confirmed%20Minutes%20-%2027%20August%202019.PDF
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  Waikato Tainui are a NZ 
government business entity 
and land is still under native 
title. 

Waikato Tanui 
are an 
Incorporated 
Society and 
have no links to 
central 
government. 

Land acquired 
from Private 
landowner 
which records 
show was in 
private 
ownership since 
1916 

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 

18. This is a regular operating activity funded through Council’s Long Term Plan. 

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

19. Staff confirm public notification under section 119(b) of the Act has taken place. Council is now 
required to consider the submissions to comply with the Council’s legal and statutory 
requirements under section 120 of the Act. 

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 

20. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the 
social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for 
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’). 

21. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the 
process of developing this report as outlined below. 

22. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose. 

Social 

23. The hearings provide individuals and communities with an opportunity to express their goals 
and how the reclassification may have an impact on these goals.  

Economic 

24. The hearings provide individuals and groups with an opportunity to express what the potential 
economic impact of the reclassification may be on the local neighbourhood and wider 
Hamilton community. 

Environmental 

25. The hearings provide individuals and groups with an opportunity to express what the potential 
environmental impact of the reclassification may be on the local neighbourhood and wider 
Hamilton community. 
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Cultural 

26. The hearings provide individuals and communities with an opportunity to discuss how the 
reclassification has an impact on their ability to retain, interpret and express their cultural 
values.  

Risks - Tuuraru 

27. There are no known risks associated with hearing this matter.  

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
Significance 

28.
 
Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and Engagement Policy 
and have assessed that the matter(s) in this report has/have a medium level of significance. 

Engagement 

29. Community views and preferences are known to the Council through the public consultation 
processes which have been carried out through the Designation, Resource Consent Process 
and the Reserves Act process. 

30.
 
There is a statutory requirement to consult as per legislation outlined below. 

 

31. Under the statutory requirements of s24 of the Reserves Act 1977, the matter of the 
revocation of the reserve status on the land is required to be publicly notified under s 119 and 
s120 of the Act provides for the right of objection. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 

Attachment 1 - Submission Pirairaka Albert McQueen IO MATUA KORE Maori Incorporation 

Attachment 2 - Submission Te Hapu o te Wakaminenga Wahi o Maniapoto o Nu Tireni. 
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