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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an extraordinary Meeting of the Hearings and Engagement Committee will be 
held on: 
 
Date:  
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Wednesday 26 April 2023 
9.30am 
Committee Room 1 and Audio-Visual Link 
Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 
 

Lance Vervoort 
Chief Executive 

 

Regulatory and Hearings Committee 

Komiti Whiriwhiri Kaupapa 
OPEN AGENDA 

 

Membership  

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr Mark Donovan 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr Ewan Wilson 

Members 
 

Deputy Mayor Angela O’Leary 
Cr Maxine van Oosten 
Cr Moko Tauariki 
Cr Louise Hutt 

Cr Anna Casey-Cox 
Cr Melaina Huaki 
Cr Geoff Taylor 
Cr Andrew Bydder 

Meeting frequency As required 

Quorum Three members (for matters relating to those functions in paragraph 3 and 4 of 
the TOR or a majority of members (including vacancies) for all other functions. 

 

  
 Amy Viggers 
Mana Whakahaere 

Governance Lead 
 

17 April 2023 
 

Telephone:  07 838 6727 
Amy.Viggers@hcc.govt.nz 

www.hamilton.govt.nz



 

Regulatory and Hearings Committee Agenda 26 April 2023- OPEN Page 2 of 31 

Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on a range of the Council’s quasi-
judicial functions under legislation and other matters as referred to the Committee. 

2. To convene and coordinate advisory groups or panels on matters referred by other Committees. 

The Regulatory and Hearings Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

3. Hear and determine any statutory or regulatory hearings under relevant legislation unless otherwise 
delegated by Council, including (but without limitation):  

• objections under the Dog Control Act 1996; *see special note 
• matters regarding drainage and works on private land under the Local Government Act 1974 and 

Local Government Act 2002; 
• proposals for temporary closure of any road. *see special note 

4. Consider and determine traffic and speed limit related matters, including those detailed in the Traffic 
Bylaw and Speed Management Plan, including hearing any submissions relating to those proposed 
changes. *see special note 

5. Hear and determine matters arising under current bylaws and policies, including applications for 
dispensation from compliance with the requirements of bylaws or policies, unless such matters are 
otherwise delegated by Council. 

6. Hear and determine other matters that require hearings or submissions, as referred by Council or 
other Committees. 

The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 
• Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference. 
• Approval of the establishment of hearings panels and their terms of reference. 

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 
• The Committee may make recommendations to the Council. 
• The Committee may make recommendations to Committees. 

Special Notes: 
• The Committee may request expert advice through the Chief Executive when necessary. 
• The Committee may appoint additional members for hearings where the relevant terms of 

reference specify the requirement for expert or external representation. 
• The following Hearings Panels have been established: 

• Dog Control Hearings Panel 

• Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Hearings Panel 
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1 Apologies – Tono aroha   
 

2 Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 
 

3 Declaration of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  
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Committee: Regulatory and Hearings 

Committee 
Date: 26 April 2023 

Author: Arnold Andrews Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Governance Advisor  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Regulatory and Hearings Committee meeting Open 
Minutes of 5 December 2022 

 
Report Status Open  
 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
That the Regulatory and Hearings Committee confirm the Open Minutes of the Regulatory and 
Hearings Committee Meeting held on 5 December 2022 as a true and correct record. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Regulatory and Hearings Committee Open Unconfirmed Minutes of 5 December 2022 

. 
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Committee: Regulatory and Hearings 

Committee 
Date: 26 April 2023 

Author: Kyall Foley Authoriser: Eeva-Liisa Wright  

Position: Environmental Policy Analyst  Position: General Manager 
Infrastructure Operations  

Report Name: Hamilton Trade Waste and Wastewater Bylaw Engagement Report 
 
Report Status Open  

Purpose - Take  
1. To inform the Hearings and Engagement Committee on the submissions received as part of 

public consultation for the Hamilton Trade Waste and Wastewater Bylaw review. 

2. For the Hearings and Engagement Committee to hear and consider verbal submissions 
following consultation undertaken with the public. 

 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
3. That the Hearings and Engagement Committee: 

a) receives the report; 
b) hears and considers submissions to the draft Hamilton Trade Waste and Wastewater 

Bylaw; and 
c) notes that the Deliberations Report will be considered at the 30 May 2023 Infrastructure 

and Transport Committee meeting. 
 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
4. On the 15 December 2022, the Council approved consultation take place on the proposed 

Hamilton Trade Waste and Wastewater Bylaw and associated Statement of Proposal, under 
Section 83 of the Local Government Act 2002. The consultation period was from 17 January 
2023 to 17 March 2023 [Agenda, Minutes].  

5. Consultation took place with a wide range of stakeholders, and included internal staff, iwi, the 
public, sub-regional councils, as well as business and industry. This consultation took place 
both during, and before the consultation window.  

6. A total of 16 submissions were received during the consultation period. A full copy of the 
submissions is available online via our Have Your Say site. 

7.  As at 12 April 2023, two submitters wish to be heard.  The report on Community engagement 
tactics and insights is provided in Attachment 1. 

8. Staff consider the recommendations comply with Council’s legal requirements.  

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Council-Open-Agenda-15-December-2022-v2.pdf
https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/city-infrastructure/trade-waste-and-wastewater-bylaw-review/consultation/published_select_respondent
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Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
9. Hamilton City Council’s wastewater network consists of over 1,100 km of pipes, manholes and 

pump stations. This network collects and conveys private and public wastewater to the Pukete 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, where wastewater is treated before discharge to the Waikato 
River.  

10. The Wastewater Treatment Plant relies heavily on biological processes to treat wastewater to 
comply with resource consent limits prior to discharge to the Waikato River.  

11. Under the LGA, Council is empowered to make bylaws for protecting the three waters network 
from, damage, misuse, or loss, or for preventing the use of, the land, structures, or 
infrastructure associated with the management of wastewater.  

12. The Hamilton Trade Waste and Wastewater Bylaw 2016 enables Council to:  

i. protect the health and safety of people using or working in the wastewater system 
ii. protect the wastewater system from damage and misuse 
iii. protect the environment from adverse effects of harmful substances discharged to the 

wastewater system 
iv. produce wastewater and biosolids of a consistent quality 
v. encourage waste minimisation, cleaner production, efficient recycling and reuse of 

waste streams by business 
vi. ensure that businesses maintain trade waste discharged within agreed levels 

13. The Bylaw has assisted Council to meet its role and obligations in relation to: 

i. the objectives of Te Ture Whaimana o te Awa o Waikato (The Vision and Strategy for 
the Waikato River) under the Waikato River Settlement Act (2010) 

ii. section 130 of the LGA 
iii. section 15 of the RMA, including compliance with Council’s wastewater discharge 

consent from Pukete Wastewater Treatment Plant, granted by Waikato Regional 
Council 

iv. the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act (1996) 
v. the Health and Safety and Work Act (2015) 
vi. the Health Act (1956) 
vii. the Water Services Act (2021) 
viii. the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2016 (and subsequent 

revisions) 
ix. maintaining and protecting Council’s wastewater assets 

14. On 8 June 2021, Council determined the Bylaw is still the most appropriate resource for the 
management of trade waste and wastewater in Hamilton. At this time, Council approved the 
preparation of a Statement of Proposal for a reviewed Bylaw [Agenda, Minutes]. Staff worked 
with internal stakeholders, iwi, and sub-regional partners to review the Bylaw and proposed 
amendments. 

15. On 16 December 2022, Council approved the progression of consultation of the Statement of 
Proposal and proposed Bylaw under Section 83 of the Local Government Act 2002, and that 
the consultation period be from 17 January 2023 to 17 March 2023. The Council Report noted 
that Submitters also have an opportunity to present their views in a spoken form to the 
Hearings and Engagement Committee. 

16. Staff also note the Government’s reform of the waters industry. Government has signalled that 
the form of Bylaws, in relation to three waters activities, may change, and have included 
transitional provisions in the Water Services Entities Act to enable existing Bylaws to remain 
through the transition period. This Bylaw is not included in these provisions as the review had 
commenced outside the transition period (which is required to utilise these provisions).  

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Infrastructure-Operations-Committee-Open-Agenda-8-June-2021.pdf
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Discussion - Matapaki 
17. The public were invited to submit on the Statement of Proposal and proposed Bylaw.   

18. Council sought community feedback on the following:  

i. Whether people agreed with Council’s proposal to retain the bylaw with minor 
amendments or retain the Bylaw in its current form.  

ii. The reasons for whether they supported Council’s proposal or not.  
iii. Feedback on whether people would like more information related to topics covered by 

the Bylaw so they could better understand their obligations and the obligations of 
Council, under the Trade Waste and Wastewater Bylaw. 

19. The engagement campaign included workshops with both internal and external stakeholders 
(including business and industry), engagement of an iwi facilitator and collaboration with iwi 
via meetings and emails, discussions with adjacent District Councils and Regional Council, 
media releases, press adverts and social media promotion, letters and emails to special 
interest groups and industry, provision of material at Council Offices, Hamilton City Libraries 
and online Haveyoursay.   

20. A total of 16 responses were received between 17 January 2023 and 17 March 2023. A full 
copy of the submissions is available online. 

21. As of 12 April 2023, two submitters wish to be heard.   

22. A community engagement tactics and insights report has been written outlining the tactics 
used to maximise engagement, the results of that engagement, the insights that came through 
the survey used, and demographic comparisons.  The report can be found in Attachment 1.  

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

23. Staff can confirm that consultation to date has been undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements under the Local Government Act 2002.  

24.      A hearing is required to provide those who wish to be heard an opportunity to present their 
submission. This is a requirement under the Local Government Act 2002.  

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 
25. The subject matter within this report has been evaluated in terms of the four wellbeings. This 

assessment is outlined below. 

Social 

26. The review of the Bylaw and the hearing of submissions aligns with the following outcomes: 

i. Our city is a great place to play and be active 
ii. Our city supports people to be healthy and happy. 

27. Revising this bylaw will mean that it would continue to act as a tool for community education 
on the impacts of trade waste discharge and wastewater drainage. The completion of the 
review ensures that the Bylaw remains as an education tool reflective of best practice 
principles. 

28. Public consultation supports the participation of the community in Council decision making. A 
hearing is the next step in enabling this participation.  
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Economic 

29. The review of the Bylaw and the hearing of submissions aligns with the following outcomes: 

i. our city has a thriving, sustainable business sector and enables individual and 
businesses to prosper.  

30. A hearing provides an opportunity for the business sector to present their submission in 
person, and to enable Council to hear the needs of the business community. 

Environmental 

31. The review of the Bylaw and the hearing of submissions aligns with the following outcomes: 

i. Our city restores and protects the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River. 

32.     The 2016 Bylaw contains a number of strong clauses which seek to protect the wastewater 
network, subsequently helping Council better manage any potential impacts on the health and 
wellbeing of the Waikato River from the misuse of the wastewater network. Revising the Bylaw 
as proposed ensures that these clauses remain and are not lost if the bylaw is revoked. 

Cultural 

33. The review of the Bylaw and the hearing of submissions aligns with the following outcomes: 

i. our city supports the values, aspirations and growth of our taangata whenua; and 
ii. our city is a place we are proud of.  

34. Staff have worked collaboratively with Waikato-Tainui and Te Ha o te Whenua o Kirikiriroa and 
Ngaati Wairere (THaWK) for this Bylaw review.  Council have met with Iwi to discuss their 
desired outcomes.  

35.      Staff have discussed the prospect of proceeding with a review of the Bylaw with no or minor 
changes with Mana Whenua. Staff have agreed to further engage with Mana Whenua to 
understand and work collaboratively around the management of mortuary waste.Staff 
consider that the revised bylaw is consistent with Iwi Management Plans prepared by Waiakto 
Tainui, Ngati Haua and Ngāti Tamainupō. A change to the bylaw aims to further highlight the 
importance of Te Ture Whaimana (the Vision and Strategy of the Waikato River) to the bylaw 
users.  

36.      Staff also wish to highlight the opportunity for engagement via a hearing, enabling further 
opportunity for participation. 

Risks - Tuuraru 

37. There are no known risks associated with the decisions required for this matter.  

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
Significance 

38.
 
Given the statutory requirement to consult, staff have not considered the key considerations 
under the Significance and Engagement Policy to assess the significance of recommendation(s) 
in this report. 
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Engagement 

39.
 
There is a statutory requirement to consult as per legislation outlined below. 

40. The LGA requires the Council to consult the public whether continuing the existing Bylaw 
without amendment (s160(3)(b), the LGA) or amending, revoking or replacing the Bylaw 
(ss160(3)(a) and 156(1), the LGA). 

41. The legislative requirement to consult on the proposed changes to the Bylaw provides an 
opportunity for the Council to engage the community on how the existing Bylaw is working and 
to consider feedback. 

42. Staff invited the public and stakeholders to provide formal feedback through the public 
consultation from 17 January 2023 to 17 March 2023 so that their views can be captured on 
the proposed Bylaw. This consultation has been undertaken in accordance with the Special 
Consultative Procedure as per staff’s approved recommendation on the 15 December 2022.  

43. The Council Report and Statement of Proposal of 15 December 2022 advised that submitters 
would have an opportunity to present their views in person at the Hearings and Engagement 
Committee in 2023. At this meeting, staff will also present the feedback from the public. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Community engagement tactics and insights report 
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