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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an ordinary Meeting of the Hearings and Engagement Committee will be held 
on: 
 
Date:  
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Thursday 14 August 2025 
9:30 am 
Council Chamber 
Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 
 

Lance Vervoort 
Chief Executive 

 

Regulatory and Hearings Committee 

Komiti Whiriwhiri Kaupapa 
OPEN AGENDA 

 

Membership  

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr Louise Hutt 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr Ewan Wilson 

Members 
 

Deputy Mayor Angela O’Leary 
Cr Maxine van Oosten 
Cr Moko Tauariki 
Cr Maria Huata 

Cr Anna Casey-Cox 
Cr Geoff Taylor 
Cr Andrew Bydder 
Cr Tim Macindoe 

Meeting frequency As required 

Quorum Three members (for matters relating to those functions in paragraph 3 and 4 of 
the TOR or a majority of members (including vacancies) for all other functions. 

 
 Amy Viggers 
Mana Whakahaere 

Governance Lead 
 

5 August 2025 
 

Telephone:  07 838 6699 
Amy.Viggers@hcc.govt.nz 

www.hamilton.govt.nz 
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Purpose 

1. To conduct fair and effective hearings and make determinations on a range of the Council’s quasi-
judicial functions under legislation and other matters as referred to the Committee. 

2. To convene and coordinate advisory groups or panels on matters referred by other Committees. 

The Regulatory and Hearings Committee is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

3. Hear and determine any statutory or regulatory hearings under relevant legislation unless otherwise 
delegated by Council, including (but without limitation):  

• objections under the Dog Control Act 1996; *see special note 
• matters regarding drainage and works on private land under the Local Government Act 1974 and 

Local Government Act 2002; 
• proposals for temporary closure of any road. *see special note 

4. Consider and determine traffic and speed limit related matters, including those detailed in the Traffic 
Bylaw and Speed Management Plan, including hearing any submissions relating to those proposed 
changes. *see special note 

5. Hear and determine matters arising under current bylaws and policies, including applications for 
dispensation from compliance with the requirements of bylaws or policies, unless such matters are 
otherwise delegated by Council. 

6. Hear and determine other matters that require hearings or submissions, as referred by Council or 
other Committees. 

The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 
• Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference. 
• Approval of the establishment of hearings panels and their terms of reference. 

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 
• The Committee may make recommendations to the Council. 
• The Committee may make recommendations to Committees. 

Special Notes: 
• The Committee may request expert advice through the Chief Executive when necessary. 
• The Committee may appoint additional members for hearings where the relevant terms of 

reference specify the requirement for expert or external representation. 
• The following Hearings Panels have been established: 

• Dog Control Hearings Panel 

• Traffic, Speed Limit and Road Closure Hearings Panel 
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1 Apologies – Tono aroha   
 

2 Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 
 

3 Declaration of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  
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Committee: Regulatory and Hearings 

Committee 
Date: 14 August 2025 

Author: Stephanie Goss Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Governance Advisor  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Regulatory and Hearings Committee Meeting Open 
Minutes 22 July 2025 

 
Report Status Open  
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
That the Regulatory and Hearings Committee confirms the Open Minutes of the Regulatory and 
Hearings Committee Meeting held on 22 July 2025 as a true and correct record. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Regulatory and Hearings Open Unconfirmed Minutes - 22 July 2025. 
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Regulatory and Hearings Committee 

Komiti Whiriwhiri Kaupapa 
OPEN MINUTES 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Regulatory and Hearings Committee held in Council Chamber, Municipal 
Building, Garden Place, Hamilton on Tuesday 22 July 2025 at 9:30 am. 
 
PRESENT 

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr Louise Hutt 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr Ewan Wilson 

Members 
 

Deputy Mayor Angela O’Leary 
Cr Maxine van Oosten 
Cr Moko Tauariki (via Audio-Visual) 
Cr Maria Huata 
Cr Anna Casey-Cox 
Cr Geoff Taylor 
Cr Andrew Bydder 
Cr Tim Macindoe 

The meeting was opened with a karakia. 
 
 1. Apologies – Tono aroha  
 Resolved:  (Cr Hutt/Deputy Mayor O’Leary) 

That the Regulatory and Hearings Committee accepts the apologies for early departure from Cr 
Tauariki.  

 
2. Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
 Resolved:  (Cr Hutt/Cr Casey-Cox) 

That the Regulatory and Hearings Committee confirms the agenda. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 

No members of the Regulatory and Hearings Committee declared a Conflict of Interest. 
 

 
 
 
 

4.  Confirmation of the Regulatory and Hearings Committee Meeting Open Minutes 10 April 2025 
  Resolved:  (Cr Hutt/Cr van Oosten) 

That the Regulatory and Hearings Committee confirm the Open Minutes of the Regulatory and        
Hearings Committee Meeting held on 10 April 2025 as a true and correct record. 
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5. Tree Policy - Hearings Report 
The following members of the public spoke to their submissions on the Tree Policy. 

Kiri Wallace spoke to their submission in support of the proposed Tree Policy highlighting that 
other Council’s have successfully introduced tree policies, biodiversity and the benefits of urban 
trees.  

Phil Evans spoke to their submission in support of the introduction of a Tree Policy and highlighted 
his concerns which were the effect that kowhai trees have on honeybees and the maintenance of 
trees specifically tree/ plant overgrowth on cycle paths. They responded to questions from 
Members concerning the biodiversity significance of planting kowhai trees.  

Bill Ward, Margaret Evans and Caroline Steemson spoke to their submission in opposition of the 
introduction of a Tree Policy and noted their concerns which included, the contract maintenance 
of trees, removal, replanting costs and an the requirement for  integrated approach with nature in 
the city.                      

Martin Toop spoke to their submission in partial support of the introduction of a Tree Policy 
highlighting vegetation, the urgency and importance of canopy for climate change and 
biodiversity, the lack of trees on certain streets and the importance of planting trees. 

Selwyn June spoke to their submission in support of the introduction of a Tree Policy highlighting 
the need for the right trees being planted in the right areas follow up care dangerous trees and 
their support for the inclusion of park and reserves trees within the policy. They responded to 
questions from Members regarding ecological tree choices for planting.  

The meeting was adjourned from 10.05am to 10.11am. 

Sam Le Heron on behalf of Rebecca Shaw (Pragma Homes) spoke to the submission noting 
existing policies existed, concerns with the practicality of the proposed policy, development of 
land near street corridors, the significance of trees across Hamilton and the uncertainty on how 
the policy is implemented. They responded to questions from Members regarding ecological 
reporting and timeframes. 

Rimu Bhooi spoke to their submission in support of the proposed Tree Policy highlighting the 
other  supportive submissions, benefits of having a clear tree policy, and the impact of not having 
trees.  

The Programme & Planning Manager took the report as read and thanked both the written and 
verbal submitters. Staff responded to questions from Members concerning shrubs and flax 
(harakeke).  

Members requested the following points be included in the deliberations report: 
i. The impact of kowhai trees on honeybees;  
ii. Appropriate planting times;  
iii. Removal of trees process;  
iv. Timeframes for implementation;  
v. How Matauranga Maaori was considered when developing the draft policy; 
vi. Intersection of the policy with Nature in the City;  
vii. An Explanation of notable trees and significant natural areas;  
viii. Funding /budgeting /staffing implications;  
ix. An overview of community expectations, involvement and consultations;  
x. Summary of other councils initiatives; and 
xi. Examples of other tree policies working well with developers.  

  
 
 
 

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Regulatory-and-Hearings-Committee-Open-Agenda-22-July-2025.pdf#page=80
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Regulatory-and-Hearings-Committee-Open-Agenda-22-July-2025.pdf#page=25
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Regulatory-and-Hearings-Committee-Open-Agenda-22-July-2025.pdf#page=182
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Regulatory-and-Hearings-Committee-Open-Agenda-22-July-2025.pdf#page=118
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Regulatory-and-Hearings-Committee-Open-Agenda-22-July-2025.pdf#page=158
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Regulatory-and-Hearings-Committee-Open-Agenda-22-July-2025.pdf#page=165
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Regulatory-and-Hearings-Committee-Open-Agenda-22-July-2025.pdf#page=190
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The meeting was closed with a karakia.  
 

The meeting was declared closed at 10.50am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolved:  (Cr Hutt/Cr Wilson) 
That the Regulatory and Hearings Committee: 

a) receives the report; 

b) hears and considers public submissions arising from the public consultation undertaken 
from 19 May – 16 June 2025; and  

c) notes that a Deliberations and Adoption Report that includes feedback from the 
consultation and hearings will be brought to the 28 August Council Meeting. 
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Committee: Regulatory and Hearings 

Committee 
Date: 14 August 2025 

Author: Joanna van Walraven Authoriser: Helen Paki  

Position: Programme and Planning 
Manager  

Position: General Manager Customer 
and Community  

Report Name: Hearings Report- Arts in Infrastructure Policy  
 
Report Status Open  

Purpose - Take  
1. To inform the Regulatory and Hearings Committee on submissions received during public 

consultation for the Draft Arts in Infrastructure Policy. 

2. To seek feedback from Regulatory and Hearings Committee for the Deliberations and Adoption 
report to be presented at the 18 September 2025 Council meeting. 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
3. That the Regulatory and Hearings Committee: 

a) receives the report; and 

b) hears and considers public submissions arising from the public consultation undertaken 
from 12 June – 10 July 2025. 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
4. Staff have developed a Draft Arts in Infrastructure Policy (Policy). The Draft Policy is principle 

based, and its primary objective is to enhance the aesthetic, cultural, and social and economic 
value of public spaces in a cost-effective way.  

5. The Policy and Statement of Proposal were approved for consultation at the 5 June 2025 
Community and Natural Environments Committee.  

6. Public consultation was held from 12 June to 10 July 2025. A total of 92 submissions were 
received, including 83 from individuals, and 9 from organisations. 

7. There was general support for the Policy: 69 respondents agreed with the proposal, 11 
partially agreed, and 12 disagreed.". A full insights report is attached (Attachment 1) to this 
report, and individual submissions can be viewed in your Diligent folder. 

8. 12 submitters have indicated they would like to provide a verbal submission to this meeting. 

9. Following this meeting, a Deliberations and Adoption report will be presented to the 18 
September 2025 Council meeting for approval 

10. Staff consider the decisions in this report to have medium significance and that the 
recommendations comply with Council’s legal requirements. 

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-5-June-2025-v3.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-5-June-2025-v3.pdf
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Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
11. A Draft Arts in Infrastructure Policy and Statement of Proposal (Policy) were approved for 

consultation at the 5 June Community and Natural Environment Committee 2025. The purpose 
of the Policy is to:  

i. ensure Council processes and investment supports and enables the best outcomes for 
culture and art through the development of infrastructure, whilst recognising the need 
for the safe and efficient operation of infrastructure; and 

ii. to provide clear guidance and clarity regarding roles, responsibilities and processes 
that support those outcomes.  

Discussion – Matapaki  
12. Public consultation was carried out between 12 June and 10 July 2025.  

13. A total of 92 submissions were received. Of those submissions, 69 agreed with the proposal to 
adopt the Draft Arts in Infrastructure Policy and Statement of Proposal (Policy), 11 agreed in 
part, and 12 disagreed. 

14. Common themes from submitters included: 

i. that public art increases beauty, vibrancy and pride in Hamilton; 

ii. art is vital for a city’s culture and identity; 

iii. local artists should be prioritised and supported; 

iv. public art fosters community cohesion and unites people; 

v. the “1% for art” budget allocation was an appropriate amount (14 submissions; 

vi. public art is a “nice to have” and that Council could not afford it (13 submissions); 

vii. public art promotes wellbeing and expression; and 

viii. that the Draft Policy would have economic benefits and bring in tourism. 

Options - Koowhiringa  
15.  Options will be presented to Members at the next stage in the process. The purpose of the 

meeting is to consider all submissions including verbal submissions presented to the 
Regulatory and Hearings Committee.  

16. Staff recommend that the Committee hear the verbal submissions so that the development of 
the Draft Policy can continue to the next stage.  

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea                                       
17. This is a regular operating activity funded through the Long-Term Plan. 

18. The costs incurred to date are covered within current operational budgets. These costs include 
300 staff hours to develop the Draft Arts in Infrastructure Policy and Statement of Proposal 
(Policy), Statement of Proposal, supporting reports, and the engagement and consultation 
costs ($2,300), which included design, media placements, and printing. 

  

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-5-June-2025-v3.pdf
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Legal Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

19. Staff confirm that the staff recommendation complies with the Council’s legal requirements.  

Risks – Tuuraru  
20. The Hearing allows for community engagement encourages ongoing community involvement. 

This proactive engagement helps build trust and reduces reputational risk. 

Strategic Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa- rautaki  
23. Everything we do is aimed at improving the wellbeing of Hamiltonians. Council has been 

working alongside our community to understand what people in our city want the future of 
Hamilton Kirikiriroa to look like as represented by our five priorities. 

24. The promotion of the social, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing of communities 
in the present and for the future is expressed through Council’s key strategies.  

25. The proposed recommendation will align with Council key documents, as identified in the 
Governance Structure, in the following ways. 

Significance and 
Engagement Policy  

Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and 
Engagement Policy and have assessed that the recommendation(s) in this 
report has/have a medium level of significance. 

Given the medium level of significance determined, the engagement level is 
medium. No engagement is required. 

He Pou Manawa Ora 
- Pillars of Wellbeing 
 

The Draft Arts in Infrastructure Policy strongly aligns with He Pou Manawa Ora 
– Pillars of Wellbeing by embedding cultural, social, and economic values into 
Hamilton’s public infrastructure. Overall, the policy complements He Pou 
Manawa Ora’s vision for a culturally rich, inclusive, and vibrant city 
 
POU ONE: He Pou Manawa Koorero | Pillar of History 
It supports Tuku Iho (History) through engagement with mana whenua and the 
representation of local heritage in public art. 

POU TWO: He Pou Toorangapuu Maaori | Pillar of Unity 
It promotes Kotahitanga (Unity) by fostering inclusive collaboration and 
community engagement in the design process. 

POU THREE: He Pou Manawa Taurikura | Pillar of Prosperity 
The policy advances Oranga (Prosperity) by creating opportunities for local 
artists and integrating art funding into infrastructure budgets, supporting 
economic development. 

Our Climate Future 
Te Pae Tawhiti o  
Kirikiriroa 

Staff have assessed this option against the Climate Change Policy for both 
emissions and climate change adaptation.  
Staff have determined no adaptation assessment and no emissions 
assessment is required. 
 
 

Disability Action 
Plan 

 

The Arts Policy reflects this by embedding accessibility and safety as core 
design principles: 

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Policies/Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-13-Dec-2023.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Policies/Significance-and-Engagement-Policy-13-Dec-2023.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/He-Pou-Manawa-Ora-Pillars-of-Wellbeing-amended-final.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/He-Pou-Manawa-Ora-Pillars-of-Wellbeing-amended-final.pdf
https://hamilton.govt.nz/strategies-plans-and-projects/strategies/climate-change-strategy/
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Policies/Climate-Change-Project-Climate-Change-Policy-FINAL-Adopted-30-June-2022.PDF
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Plans/Disability-Action-Plan-2022-25.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Plans/Disability-Action-Plan-2022-25.pdf
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Clause 6 
ensuring that artistic elements in infrastructure are inclusive and usable by all. 
It also mandates early planning  

Clause 10 
whole-of-life cost assessments  

Clause 11 
which help ensure that accessibility is not an afterthought but a foundational 
consideration. If adopted, Council staff will work with the Disability community 
through implementation to ensure the best outcomes are achieved.  

Open Spaces 
Strategy 2023–2053 
(Papa Ahuareka o 
Kirikiriroa) 

The Draft Arts in Infrastructure Policy aligns with the goals of Hamilton City 
Council’s  Papa Ahuareka o Kirikiriroa – Hamilton Open Spaces Strategy 2023–
2053, which envisions a connected network of high-quality, inclusive, safe, and 
culturally rich open spaces.  

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Arts in Infrastructure Policy Insights Report. 

Attachment 2 - Draft Arts in infrastructure Policy - Have your say submissions. 

  

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/Papa-Ahuareka-o-Kirikiriroa-Hamilton-Open-Spaces-Strategy-2023-2053.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/Papa-Ahuareka-o-Kirikiriroa-Hamilton-Open-Spaces-Strategy-2023-2053.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/Papa-Ahuareka-o-Kirikiriroa-Hamilton-Open-Spaces-Strategy-2023-2053.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Strategies/Papa-Ahuareka-o-Kirikiriroa-Hamilton-Open-Spaces-Strategy-2023-2053.pdf
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