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Community Committee 
Komiti Hapori 

OPEN MINUTES 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Community Committee held in Council Chamber, Municipal Building, Garden 
Place, Hamilton and Audio-visual Link on Thursday 25 March 2021 at 9.30am. 
 
PRESENT 

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr M Bunting 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr K Naidoo-Rauf 

Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Governance Staff 
 

Mayor P Southgate 
Deputy Mayor G Taylor 
Cr M Forsyth (Audio Visual) 
Cr M Gallagher 
Cr R Hamilton 
Cr D Macpherson 
Cr A O’Leary 
Cr R Pascoe 
Cr S Thomson (Audio Visual) 
Cr M van Oosten (Audio Visual) 
Cr E Wilson 
Maangai T P Thompson-Evans (Audio Visual) 
Maangai O Te Ua 
 
Lance Vervoort – General Manager Community 
Rebecca Whitehead – Unit Director Business and Planning 
Helen Paki – Unit Director Community Services 
Andy Mannering – Kaiwhakahaere Rautaki Hapori 
Kelvin Powell – City Safe Unit Manager 
Stephen Pennruscoe – Libraries Director 
Wendy O’Neill – Strategic Property Team Leader 
Lauradanna Radesic – Team Leader Great River City 
Claire Foster – Property Officer 
Tracey Lowndes – Communications and Engagement Advisor 
Jarred Wilson – Kaiwhakahaere Hapori 
Ani Nock – Community Advisor 
Viknesh Mahadevan – Community Advisor 
Nick Chester – Social Development Advisor 
Becca Brooke – Governance Manager 
Carmen Fortin and Narelle Waite – Governance Advisors 

The meeting opened with a prayer from Waikato Interfaith Council. 
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 1. Apologies – Tono aroha  
 Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/Cr Wilson) 

That the apologies for partial attendance from Mayor Southgate, Crs Thomson, Forsyth, Pascoe and 
Hamilton are accepted.  

 
2. Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
 Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/Maangai Thompson-Evans) 

That the agenda is confirmed, noting that the meeting will be adjourned at 12.30pm on 25 March 
2021 to 9.30am 29 March 2021 to enable Members to attend the official launch of Te Huia.   

 
3. Declarations of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 

No members of the Council declared a Conflict of Interest.  
 
4. Public Forum – Aatea koorero 

 
Joe Koti and Wayne Mako (Te Papanui Enderley Trust) spoke to item 7 (Community and Social 
Development Outcomes – Community Houses) outline work undertaken by the Trust and their  
desire to partner with Council in order to further assist the community. They responded to 
questions from Members regarding vital infrastructure projects, central government support, and 
elevating the presence of Te Papanui Enderley Trust. 
 
Neil Tolan, Rider, and Rizza (Western Community Centre) spoke to item 7 (Community and Social 
Development Outcomes – Community Houses) and outlined the support provided by the 
Community Centre to the community. He thanked the Committee for the support provided by 
Council to the Centre such as the construction of the Skate Park and noted the benefits of the park 
to the community. They responded to questions from Members regarding accessibility of library 
services.  
 
Jane Wood (Pukete Neighbourhood House spoke to item 7 (Community and Social Development 
Outcomes – Community Houses) and outlined the work they do within the community such as food 
parcels and the school lunch programme. They responded to questions from Members regarding 
the work of the school lunch initiative and how Council could best assist.  
 
Susanne Rowse (Te Rongopai Community Trust) spoke to item 7 (Community and Social 
Development Outcomes – Community Houses). She responded to questions from Members 
regarding support of the community and how Council could better assist the Te Rongopai 
Community Trust.  
 

5. Confirmation of the Open Community Committee Minutes - 11 February 2021 

 Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/Cr Naidoo-Rauf) 
That the Community Committee confirm the Open Minutes of the Community Committee Meeting 
held on 11 February 2021 as a true and correct record. 

 
6. Chair's Report 

The Chair took the report as read.  

The Chair of Hearings and Engagement Committee provided an update on the He Pou Manawa Ora 
Hearing that took place on 24 March 2021, noting that there would be an Briefing prior to this 
item being reported back to the Committee.  

The Deputy Chair Community Committee provided an update on the Welcoming Communities 
programme, noting that Council have been accepted to the programme with the aim of becoming 
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7. Community and Social Development Outcomes - Community Houses 

The Kaiwhakahaere Rautaki Hapori spoke to his report, acknowledging the positive work of the 
Community Houses and the opportunities they create to help people connect with needed 
services. He responded to questions from Members regarding timing of renewal or maintenance 
funding of community houses within the Long Term Plan, the role of Council, providing equitable 
support, community need, and cost benefit analysis, Community Houses being used as emergency 
centres, funding deficit, purpose built facilities, resourcing/spending in various communities, 
benefits of ringfencing funds for Community Houses, community infrastructure needs, social 
outcome report, proactivity of funding and response to community issues. 

Staff Action: Staff undertook to include information in a future report regarding LTP funding and 
cost benefit of community centres.  

 Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/ Cr Naidoo-Rauf) 

That the Community Committee receives the report. 
 
Mayor Southgate left the meeting (10:38am) during discussion of the above item. She was not present when 
the matter was voted on.  
 

The meeting was adjourned from 11.03am to 11.17am.  
 

Item 9 (Civil Defence Emergency Management (CDEM) Quarterly update was taken after the above 
adjournment to accommodate availability of staff.  
 
8. Civil Defence Emergency Management (CDEM) Quarterly Update 

The City Safe Unit Manager introduced the report, noting that it covers the period to December 
2020. He responded to questions from Members regarding the Pou Aarahi role, inclusion of 
maaori, iwi engagement and partnerships.  

 Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/Cr Hamilton) 

That the Community Committee receives the report. 
 

 

accredited in the future. She responded to questions regarding funding for the Welcoming 
Communities programme.  

 Resolved:    (Cr Bunting/Maangai Te Ua) 

That the Community Committee receives the report. 

9. Accessible Properties New Zealand Limited - 6-month Report (December 2020) 

The Kaiwhakahaere Rautaki Hapori took the report as read and introduced Suzanne Tana 
National Tenancy Ops Manager from Accessible Properties. They responded to questions from 
Members regarding tenant data including age, superannuants and disabled persons, strategic long 
term plan for the properties, partnership opportunity, statistics regarding satisfaction of tenants 
previously held by Council, and the programme of renewal and renovation.  

Staff Action: Staff undertook to include information regarding age of tenants in future reports. 

 Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/Cr van Oosten) 

That the Community Committee receives the report. 
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10. Domain Endowment Lease - Freeholding - 5 Cotter Place (Recommendation to the Council) 

The Property Officer introduced the report noting that the purpose of the report was to consider 
the sale of domain endowment land. She responded to questions from Members regarding 
receiving market valuation for the land, difference between market value and evaluation by 
valuers, and whether first right of refusal applied. 

 Resolved:   (Cr Macpherson/Maangai Thompson-Evans) 

That the Community Committee: 

a) approves that the matter be referred to the Council Meeting of 26 April; 

b) requests that staff undertake an updated appraisal prior to the meeting; and 

c) requests legal advice on the potential risks to Council prior to the meeting.  
 
Cr Pascoe left the meeting (11.50am) during discussion of the above item. He was not present when the 
item was voted on.  
Cr O’Leary left the meeting (11.40am) during discussion of the above item. She was not present when the 
item was voted on. 
 

The meeting was adjourned from 12.07pm 25 March 2021 until 9.33am 29 March 2021. 
 

1.  Apologies – Tono aroha 
Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/Cr Hamilton)  
That the apologies for absence from Crs Hamilton and Cr Wilson (Council Business), and for partial 
attendance from Mayor Southgate (Council Business) are accepted. 

 
12. Libraries Strategic Plan Update 

The Libraries Director and the Unit Director Community Services introduced the report noting the 
current Libraries Strategic Plan would be reviewed in 2023. They responded to questions from 
Members regarding new Library personnel, digital collections, funding, partnership opportunities 
with schools, community houses and iwi, catchments and community reach, opportunities to 
educate users during their visit, opening hours, overdue fees, access to devices, resource data, 
alignment with Council policies, strategies and plans including He Pou Manawa Ora, data user 
including fines.  

 Resolved:   (Cr Gallagher/Cr Naidoo-Rauf) 

That the Community Committee: 

a) receives the report; and 

b) requests staff report back on the possible opportunities to provide physical library services to 
the Nawton and Enderley Communities by the August 2021 Community Committee.  

 
The meeting was adjourned from 10.47am to 11.02am.  

 
13. General Managers Report 

The General Manager Community spoke to the report noting staff recommendation. Staff 
responded to questions from Members regarding risks, Cultural Sensitivities Work Programme 
timeframe, Captain Hamilton statue, discussions regarding Richmond Park, disposal of Ministry of 
Education land and first right of refusal, Waikato-Tainui precinct plan, and a community facilities 
plan including subsequent communications with Ministry of Education.   
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14. Resolution to Exclude the Public 

 Resolved:    (Cr Bunting/Cr Naidoo-Rauf) 

Section 48, Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 

The following motion is submitted for consideration: 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely 
consideration of the public excluded agenda. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for 
passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48(1) of 
the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this 
resolution follows. 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reasons for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under section 
48(1) for the passing of this 
resolution 

C1. Confirmation of the 
Public Excluded 
Community Committee 
Minutes - 11 February 
2021 

C2. Waikato River Proposal 

C3. Hamilton Christian 
School Proposal 

 

)  Good reason to withhold 
)  information exists under 
)  Section 7 Local Government 
)  Official Information and 
)  Meetings Act 1987 
) 

Section 48(1)(a) 

 

This resolution is made in reliance on section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 6 
or Section 7 of that Act which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or relevant part of 
the proceedings of the meeting in public, as follows: 

Item C1. to protect the privacy of natural persons 
to avoid the unreasonably, likely prejudice 
to the commercial position of a person who 
supplied or is the subject of the 
information 
to enable Council to carry out negotiations 

Section 7 (2) (a) 
Section 7 (2) (b) (ii) 
Section 7 (2) (i) 

Item C2. to avoid the unreasonably, likely prejudice Section 7 (2) (b) (ii) 

Resolved:   (Cr Bunting/Maangai Te Ua) 

That the Community Committee: 

a) receives the report; 

b) approves the updated timeline for the Cultural Sensitivities Work Programme; 

c) approves the deferral of the Arts Policy Review report to align with the updated Cultural 
Sensitivities Work Programme timeline; 

d) notes that risks associated with slowing the digitisation programme for the Hamilton City 
Libraries heritage and archive collections is monitored via the Libraires risk register and any 
issues are escalated to the Strategic Audit and Risk Committee; and 

e)  notes that staff will report back on Richmond Park 
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to the commercial position of a person who 
supplied or is the subject of the 
information 
to enable Council to carry out commercial 
activities without disadvantage 
to enable Council to carry out negotiations 

Section 7 (2) (h) 
Section 7 (2) (i) 

Item C3. to enable Council to carry out negotiations Section 7 (2) (i) 
 

 

The meeting moved into a public excluded session at 11.21am. 
 
During the public excluded session of the meeting the following was resolved in relation Item C2 - 
Waikato River Proposal: 

That the Community Committee: 

a) receives the report; 
b) notes further urgent consultation with Te Ngaawhaa Whakatupu Ake in order to clarify the 

temporary status of the proposal and their position on temporary overnight mooring and 
private jetty use; 

c) following engagement with, and considering feedback from Te Ngaawhaa Whakatupu Ake, 
approves up to $72,000 for infrastructure to enable temporary overnight mooring at Memorial 
Park, noting that: 

i. funding is to be allocated from the unspent river plan budget for 2020/21; and 

ii. the Waikato River Explorer has full responsibility for meeting security costs associated with 
boats moored overnight; 

              d)  staff will facilitate conversations with the private jetty owner to explore alternative 
                    mooring options;  

e) requests staff report back to the Community Committee at the conclusion of the commuter trial 
to provide an update on the outcomes of the commuter trial and with a new license to occupy 
agreement for approval;  

f) requests staff work with the Central City and River Plan Advisory Group to determine priorities 
for future River Infrastructure; and 

g) notes that the decision and report (with commercially sensitive information redacted) will be 
released to the public via the open minutes of this meeting as Appendix 1.  

The meeting was declared closed at 4.03pm. 
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Appendix 1 
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