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Council 
Kaunihera 

OPEN MINUTES 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Council held in Council Chamber, Municipal Building, Garden Place, Hamilton 
on Tuesday 6 May 2025 at 9:31 am. 
 

PRESENT 

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Mayor Paula Southgate  

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Deputy Mayor Angela O’Leary 

Members Cr Maxine van Oosten 
Cr Moko Tauariki (via Audio-Visual) 
Cr Ewan Wilson 
Cr Louise Hutt  
Cr Andrew Bydder 
Cr Geoff Taylor 
Cr Sarah Thomson 
Cr Emma Pike 
Cr Maria Huata 
Cr Anna Casey-Cox 
Cr Tim Macindoe 
Cr Kesh Naidoo-Rauf (via Audio-Visual) 

The meeting was opened by Karakia. 

 1. Apologies – Tono aroha 
Resolved:  (Mayor Southgate/Cr van Oosten) 
That the Council accepts the apologies for partial attendance from Cr Tauariki. 
 

2. Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
 Resolved:  (Mayor Southgate/Deputy Mayor O’Leary) 

That the Council confirms the agenda, noting late additions of submissions are accepted. They 
were circulated to Elected Member prior to the meeting, and included as Appendix 1 in the 
minutes of this meeting.  

 
3. Declarations of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 

No interest were disclosed. 
 

4.  Public Forum  
 Not applicable. 
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4. Verbal Submissions Report - Local Water Done Well, Draft Rating Policy, and Draft Revenue and 

Financing Policy 
The Policy Manager of Local Waters Done Well introduced the  report and highlighted high-level 
statistical data gathered from the consultation. The following members of the public spoke to their 
submissions: 
 
Josephine Cornes spoke to their submission, an additional written statement which is include as 
Appendix 2 of these minutes, and noted level of importance that needed to be placed on water.  
 
Danielle Marks spoke to their submission in support of Option 1 to form a joint waters company 
with Waikato District Council and then acknowledged the hard work of the staff in the 
engagement space, and their efforts to preserve the awa. 
 
Peter H Bos spoke to their submission which was broken into 5 areas,  the history of 3 waters, 
water use, water loss, planning, long-term planning reliability, and economies of scale.   
 
Garry Mohn spoke to their submission in support of the continuation Councils current approach to 
managing water services.  
 
Paul Latif  spoke to their submission in support in support of Option 1 to form a joint waters 
company with Waikato District Council and the importance of having controls in place to prevent 
the degrading of the awa.  
 
Mayor Jacqui Church (Waikato District Council) spoke to their submission in support of a joint 
waters company between Hamilton City Council and Waikato District Council and noted several 
keys positives of moving forward for the betterment of the region and Councils respectively.  
 
Harvey Brookes (Waikato Wellbeing Project) spoke to their submission, appendix 1, to form a 
joint waters company with Waikato District Council as it was crucial step to ensure affordable 
housing growth. 
 
Albert George (Hori) Kingi (via Audio-visual link) spoke to their submission in support of Option 1 
to form a joint waters company with Waikato District Council and their concerns regarding rates 
equity. 
 
Richard Coventry (Te Awa Lakes) spoke to their submission in support Option 1, noting the 
potential for it to positively impact housing growth and affordability in the city, and emphasized 
the need to incorporate developer input into the proposal. 
 
Te Kopa King (Uri o Ngamurikaitaua) spoke to their submission in opposition of the process 
continuing due to their perception that there was limited engagement with Iwi regarding the 
water issue. 
 

The meeting was adjourned from 10.25 am to 10.55am. 
 
Cr Tauariki retired from the meeting during the above adjournment. 

 
Margaret Evans spoke to their submission which requested the Council pause decisions about 
water management and engage more with the community.  
 
Rimu Bhooi (via Audio-visual link) spoke to their submission in support of the formation of a joint 
waters company, and noted their concerns that there was limited understanding of the proposal  
based on reading other submissions.  
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Rudi du Plooy  spoke to their submission in support of a inhouse business unit and noted their 
concerns with the data used to form the proposal. 
 
Colin Jones(Commercial & Industrial Consultants Limited) spoke to his submission, and suggested 
further investigations be conducted to understand the water issues facing the city. 
 
John McDonald-Wharry (via Audio-visual link) spoke to his submission which was in support of an 
in-house business unit, their concerns about the decisions making process and suggested that the 
Council should pause to reconsider. 
 
The Communication and Engagement manager summarised the analyses gathered from the 
submissions received and collated on the future of water services.  
 
Elected Members requested the following matters be addressed in the deliberations report to be 
presented to the Council meeting of 29 May 2025: 

i. responsibility for planning for water consumption; 
ii. water asset ownership; 

iii. education including potential methods and roles to reduce water usage;  
iv. alternative water solutions such as grey water tanks and how this could be managed;  
v. the Cranleigh report which was a part of the 30 July 2015 Council agenda;  

vi. findings from the stimulus report;  
vii. rating clarity in particular to the separation of water rates, if capping was an option and 

how to ensure equity;  
viii. how to prioritise waters infrastructure to affordable housing areas;  

ix. microsystems - how they work, what they are, what work staff have already considered;  
x. future amalgamation opportunities  

xi. how differing Growth Policies and Development Contributions policies may be 
managed;  

xii. if leakage was a current problem in the city; 
xiii. the feasibility of pushing the pause button including legal view of potential ramification 

or extending consultation; 
xiv. how the Council could direct the potential Council Controlled Organisation with it 

priorities such as the management of water leaks and be open minded to different 
approaches; and  

xv. lessons from established programmes in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch.  
 Resolved:  (Mayor Southgate/Deputy Mayor O’Leary) 

That the Council: 

a) receives the report; and 
b) notes that feedback will be considered during the deliberations on Local Water Done Well 

and the Annual Plan at the deliberations meeting on 29-30 May 2025. 
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The meeting was closed by Karakia . 
 
 

The meeting was declared closed at 11.48 am 

 

5. Verbal Submissions Report - Proposed 2025/26 Fees and Charges 
The report was take as read.  

 Resolved:  (Mayor Southgate/Deputy Mayor O’Leary) 
That the Council: 

a) receives the report;  

b) hears and considers public submissions arising from the public consultation undertaken on  
the Schedule of Proposed 2025/26 Fees and Charges from 24 March to 27 April 2025; and 

c) notes that a deliberations report containing feedback from the consultation and hearings 
will be brought to the 29 May 2025 Council meeting for consideration. 
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Appendix 1: 
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Appendix 2: Josephine Cornes  
 

 


