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Hearings and Engagement Committee 
Komiti Whiriwhiri Kaupapa 

OPEN MINUTES 
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Hearings and Engagement Committee held in Council Chamber, Municipal 
Building, Garden Place, Hamilton and Audio-visual Link on Tuesday 1 December 2020 at 11.31am. 
 
PRESENT 

Chairperson 
Heamana 

Cr M Gallagher 

Deputy Chairperson 
Heamana Tuarua 

Cr E Wilson (Audio-visual Link) 

Members: 
 
 
 
 
 
In Attendance:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Governance Staff: 

Cr R Hamilton 
Cr R Pascoe 
Cr S Thomson (Audio-visual Link) 
Cr M van Oosten 
Cr A O’Leary (Audio-visual Link) 
 
Muna Wharawhara – Amorangi Maaori 
Kelvin Powell – City Safe Unit Manager 
Karen Saunders – Growth Programmes Manager 
Maria Barrie – Unit Director Parks and Recreation 
Michelle Hawthorne – Legal Services Manager 
Frances Cox-Wright – Policy and Bylaw Lead 
Nigel Ward – Communications and Engagement Advisor 
 
Becca Brooke – Governance Manager 
Narelle Waite and Carmen Fortin – Governance Advisors 

The Amorangi Maaori opened the meeting with mihi and karakia, and Tuti Ormsby gave response.  

1. Apologies – Tono aroha  
 Resolved:   (Cr Gallagher/Cr van Oosten) 

That the apologies for absence from Mayor Southgate, Deputy Mayor Taylor, Crs Naidoo-Rauf, 
Bunting, Macpherson and Forsyth are accepted. 

2. Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
 Resolved:   (Cr Gallagher/Cr Wilson) 

That the agenda is confirmed. 

3. Declarations of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
No Members declared a Conflict of Interest.   
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The Amorangi Maaori closed the meeting with karakia.  

 
 

The meeting was declared closed at 12.07pm 
  

4. Whatukoruru Reserve Hearing Report 

The Parks and Recreations Manager took the report as read and noted as a result of today’s 
hearings a deliberations report would be brought back to Council in 2021.  

Representatives of Te Hapu o Te Wakaminenga Wahi o Maniapoto spoke in opposition of 
revoking the reserve status of Whatukoruru Reserve, noting that it sits on an existing native 
reserve (Aotea Rohe Potae) and a Paa site, they also noted concerns regarding Te Tiriti o Waitangi.   

Albert (Pirairaka) McQueen spoke in support of revoking the reserve status of Whatukoruru 
Reserve and presented his submitted documentation (appendix 1).   

 
Resolved:   (Cr Gallagher/Cr Wilson) 

That the Hearings and Engagement Committee: 

a) receives the report;  

b) hears and considers submissions to the proposed revocation of the reserve status on 
Whatukoruru; and 

c) notes that based on the results of this hearing, a Deliberation Report will be brought back 
to Council in early 2021. 
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