






Hamilton City Council hearings 
Founders Theatre: What should we do? 

Peter Walls ONZM  
 
  Music Director, Opus Orchestra 2004- 
  Chief Executive, New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 2002-2011 
  Chief Executive, Chamber Music New Zealand 2015- 
  Occasional guest conductor with the Hamilton Civic Choir  



FOUNDERS THEATRE 
 Acoustics: terrible 
 Location: far from ideal 
 Potential for contributing to the wider welfare of Hamilton city: minimal 
 

AN ALTERNATIVE VISION FOR HAMILTON 



and proscenium arch 
with a stage too narrow to 
accommodate a full-size 
symphony  orchestra 



“The highest rated halls were rectangular, while the lowest rated halls 
were fan shaped.” 



average audiences for CMNZ concerts 

Napier: MTG Century Theatre 280 
Population 60,000 

Hamilton: Gallagher Academy 178 
Population 150,000 

New Plymouth: TSB Showplace 237 
Population 74,000 



LOCATION 
LOCATION 
LOCATION 





Fast Fact: there is no good symphonic/large choral venue in the Waikato/Bay of Plenty 



POTENTIAL 
 
What a good concert venue can do for a city 



A fine concert hall in the heart of Hamilton’s CBD, one 
that helps open up the city to the Waikato River, would 
revitalise the city. There is a symbiotic relationship 
between excellent venues and nearby cafes/bars etc – 
all contributing to the experience of a great night out.  
 
It is not only concerts that a fine venue would attract to 
the city. Conventions and conferences use such venues 
for plenary sessions. 
 
More than just the arts benefit from developments of 
this kind.  



 
It boasts "more canals than Venice", has a new and much-admired Symphony Hall, 
plans to re-develop large sections of the much-derided 1960s centre in the next five 
years, and comes top of a list of "desirable locations" for businesses. The city leads the 
way in Britain in business tourism - income from conferences and their spin-off 
opportunities for local hotels, restaurants and leisure - and has won new investment 
from BMW and Jaguar in its traditional manufacturing base. Suddenly, Birmingham is 
the place to be.  

The Independent Friday 15 August 1997 



Vision:  A performing arts centre positioned to take full advantage of 
the beautiful Waikato River and with an easy connection back to 
Victoria Street would transform Hamilton. With a café/restaurant and 
spacious circulation areas overlooking the river, it would draw people 
into the centre of the city. As a prestige venue, it would also attract 
concerts, conferences and other events to Hamilton.  


