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official information

Final Response: LGOIMA 21374 —_ - Spend/Budget re EM Personal and

Professional Development
Copy of Elected member PD General By Res Expenditure 2019 - 2022 Triennium.pdf

| refer to your information request below, Hamilton City Council is able to provide the following response.

1.

Can you please detail how much each elected member has spent on
professional and personal development since the 2019 election. What
council budget does this spending come from?

Please find attached a document that outlines the spend on professional
and personal development for each Elected Member for this triennium.

How much funding is budgeted for elected members' professional and personal development for
each financial year?
As is outlined in Council’s Elected Members Support Policy:

“Each member is entitled up to a maximum of 56,000 per annum. This includes the cost of travel,
accommodation and meals (excluding alcohol), noting that the cost of accommodation and meals
should not exceed a midrange, reasonable and justifiable level.”

For the 2021 financial year Elected Members agreed to decrease the maximum entitlement to
$3000.00 to deliver a saving of approximately $51,600 for the year.

There are two other associated budgets. There is a budget titled ‘Conference by Resolution’ for
conferences that Members attend following the resolution of the Council or relevant Committee
generally these conferences relate to the Member portfolio. For the 2020 financial year the
‘Conference by Resolution’ budget was $21,900.00, for 2021 it was $0.00, for 2022 it is $22,904.00.

In addition there is a ‘Training and Development’ budget for trainings that all members take part in,
for example Health and Safety training. For the 2020 financial year the ‘Training and Development’
budget was $31,296.00, for 2021 was $32,000.00, and for 2022 it is $32004.00.

What courses/conferences have elected members enrolled or attended as part of
their professional and/or personal development? Can you please detail when
these courses/conference were, where they were held, their duration and the
cost?

This information is included in the attached document.

What was the justification given for elected members attending or enrolling in each
course/conference?

Since 23 June 2021 an Elected Member Conference and Training Request Form was implemented to
enable great transparency as to reason Members were attending Conferences and/or Training
sessions. This information is included in the attached

Who approves an elected member attending a course/conference as part of their professional or
personal development?
As is outlined in Council’s Elected Members Support Policy:




“If elected members wish to attend professional development training or conferences of their own
choice, they must make a written request to the Governance Manager for funding from the Elected
Members’ professional development discretionary budget.”

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or
freephone 0800 802 602.

Kind Regards,
Official Information Team

Legal Services & Risk | People and Organisational Performance
Email: officialinformation@hcc.govt.nz

From: Hamilton City Council <do.not.reply@hcc.govt.nz>

Sent: Thursday, 30 December 2021 7:56 pm

To: official information <officialinformation@hcc.govt.nz>

Subject: HCC Website - Official Information Request ref: HCC-QF-211230-BN4G2-194C

HCC Website - Official Information Request

Reference: HCC-QF-211230-BN4G2-194C
Attachment: not attached

——
Email accress N
Phone number: _

Detailed Descrirtion of Request

500 Anglesea Street

Hamilton

Waikato Times/Stuff

Email: aaron.leaman@stuff.co.nz

December 31, 2021

!!|C|a| |n!ormat|on Act Request

Dear Sir/Madam

This is an Official Information Act request for information relating to elected members' personal and
professional development spend.

| want to ask:

1. Can you please detail how much each elected member has spent on professional and personal
development since the 2019 election. What council budget does this spending come from?

2. How much funding is budgeted for elected members' professional and personal development for
each financial year?

3. What courses/conferences have elected members enrolled or attended as part of their professional
and/or personal development? Can you please detail when these courses/conference were, where
they were held, their duration and the cost? What was the justification given for elected members
attending or enrolling in each course/conference?

4. Who approves an elected member attending a course/conference as part of their professional or
personal development?

I request this information within 20 working days dated from December 31, 2021.

Could you please acknowledge receipt of this request.

Also, if all or part of the information requested cannot be provided | would like a written reason why.
Thank you.



Yours sincereli

Reporter
Waikato Times

Organisation: Stuff
<EM Personal and Professional Development 2019 - 2022 Triennium.pdf>



All Elected Member Training

Date(s) Description Purpose of Training Cost
6/12/2019 (Finance Training Day for Elected Members Post Election Induction Session $3,809.33
20/03/2020{Waikato Joint Council Induction Post Election Induction Session $501.10
TOTAL $4,310.43




Mayor Paula Southgate
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Cr Angela O'Leary
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CrMartn Gallagher
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CrEwan Wison
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