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potential users and TOTI, independent analysis of capital and operational budgets, planning and land use 
considerations, consideration of benefits and disadvantages recommendation(s) on the optimum option(s) for a central 
Hamilton community hub.  The inclusion of the founders site added $50,000 to the cost of the CBD community facilities 
report. 
  

4. How much it costs to demolish and convert it to the wishes of the staff concerned into a green space and cost to 
maintain the green space. 
 
We disagree with your statement that the desire to remove the Founders Theatre building and create a new park 
space is “the wishes of the staff”. At a meeting on 8 December 2020, Council received a report on future options for 
the Founders Theatre following extensive consultation with the community. Community feedback (84% of 
submissions) supported the option to remove the Founders Theatre building and create a multi-purpose park as a part 
of the West Town Belt Masterplan. Council resolved to remove the theatre and create a multi-purpose park ($3.57M) 
and noted this was Councils Preferred option for the purposes of the draft 2021-31 Long-Term Plan budget. 
 
Since 2017/18, an operational budget amount has been built into Council’s budgets for the removal of the building and 
returning the site to greenspace. This is budgeted in 2023/24 at $1.054M.  
 
The $4M capex budget is allocated to redevelop the site as a park space in accordance with the publicly preferred 
concept plan which includes, design work, and physical works to deliver an outdoor stage, landscaping, path 
connections, toilets, cultural narratives 

  
5. Why is that Council is against the community use of the theatre, when Council is wasting money on painting roads 

with unremovable paint for trials and spending on their pet projects to selected contractors and consultants. I need 
your reply 
 
Council has asked the community several times for a view on the potential future use of the site and is currently in 
discussions with TOTI in regard to their proposal. This remains outstanding with a decision due in June 2023.  

 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision. Information about how to make a 
complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Tatiyana 
Official Information Team 
Governance & Assurance Unit | People and Organisational Performance 
Email: officialinformation@hcc.govt.nz 
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