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Kia ora,
 
We refer to your information request below. Hamilton City Council provides the following response.
 
Your request:
 

The number of properties refusing to pay their rates? 
The total dollar amount of properties who have not paid their rates? 
The reasons given for not paying their rates? 
The number of properties in arrears with their rates? 
The dollar amount of properties in arrears? 
The reasons given for being in arrears? 
The number of properties who are recognised under He Whakaputanga? 
The total dollar amount the Hamilton City Council receives from Rates?

 
Our response:
 
Reference to 'rates arrears' represents total rates that remains outstanding from prior rating years (pre-1 July 2023).
The figures stated below are as of 26 March 2024, and include GST.
 

1. The number of properties refusing to pay their rates?
 

We are aware of 21 properties that have rates outstanding from previous years, where the ratepayer has told us they
are refusing to pay rates.

 
2. The total dollar amount of properties who have not paid their rates?

 
Of those 21 properties, there is $107,676 (GST included) outstanding from previous years.

 
3. The reasons given for not paying their rates?

 
In general terms, the reasons provided include:

The ratepayer believes they are not bound by New Zealand law, or their interpretation of the law does not require them
to pay rates.
Protest to Council’s actions in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.

 
4. The number of properties in arrears with their rates?
5. The dollar amount of properties in arrears?

 
The term 'rates arrears' represents total rates (including GST) that remains outstanding from prior rating years. A rating
year runs from 1 July – 30 June. These balances include situations where there are payments arrangements in place to
clear outstanding rates over a period of time.

 
For years 2020 – 2023 we have included the numbers of ratepayers with less than $100 in arrears. This is to provide
context, as often there are small balances brough forward from a prior year that are paid early within the following
rating year.
 

Rates Arrears balances

Rates Arrears $  value
outstanding Number of  ratepayers

 

End of year 30/06/2020  $                   4,195,899                       3,983 *841 ratepayers less than $100  
End of year 30/06/2021  $                   4,079,460                       3,781 *677 ratepayers less than $100  
End of year 30/06/2022  $                   5,652,392                       3,868 *509 ratepayers less than $100  
End of year 30/06/2023  $                   7,229,785                       4,730 *732 ratepayers less than $100  
       
End of month 31 Jul 2023  $                   6,239,856                       3,596  








